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conduce tothe happineſs and 
well-being as well of. 
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THE 


PREFACE! 


= :To the' Reader. 


Mon ſo many 
boo wherewith 
\\ 7 World is fil- 
| joe 14 a 

- A bi, 54 h 
none ne ſhould obtrude more upon” 
Tani givipg 4 fair at» 

reefunteſs theyhawe 


attained. to that repute for 
W if, dom which: Job bed;chap. | 
29.21.@c:that men. give car, - 
and wait,and keep. fileace at 
their counſelwaiting for itas 
for the rain, & opening: their | 
mouth wide %, forthe: latter 
rain: P: wah: need no, Apelogy c | 

A 2 


bes-. 


Tarts) © Sanur” eee PO rms no rant agg 
wr wry 


RD ng ol a 


.. o ' # +» = 
"wow DOT ee Ee AE Ee LS 


ſo tn my bayn Wefente. The 


bunt 1rido8i doh: 
old obſervation; fothet it is - 


"mb by ſuch Mens Writings, 


The Preface ++ 
beſpeak. 8 reception of - their 


Labors, but it is far from me | 


to reckon. my, ftIf bf that num- | 


ber,þaud — talime dig- 
nor hohorCe; yet F maſt confeſs 
it is not ach that I hawveto 


Bona If Eyiewds, From 
att pon the uſefulneſſe 
of ſuch Books ws Mert publiſh, 
is ſacb 2 common” Apology, 


it; if Þ:boi #t Jeth 
ne" Bas 21 


to-rreiv-thihg For Meri of ſmall 


Learning to'write Books, it 


might well 'be retorted that 
the World batb - Oop fo 


that 


— 
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, COMIN ogy 
oy rr eaVy of 


To the Reader. 
r | rhagtci4 pity they ſponld ſufe. 
e | fer any more by' thene. It will | 
i= | be but a'poor Plea.to ſay that | 
- | Thawe written but little,gand l 3 
8 | ſoſbdll put Men tothe expence | 
9 | of very: little time or money | 
e | far the.reading: of it, if the |\ || 
y | little which I: have. written «|| 
e may not þrobably be. of ſome \ || 
. | dvantageto the World; but,, +1 
& 

” 

! 

] 

[ 
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: | this, through. tbe Lleſſing of | 
Godgl. am not without hopes 
of, if one ſinnex might hereby 
| beconwerted from the exrov of 
' his tay,I-ſhould account it an 
bappy frut;and abundant.re- 
am pray of my.mell intended 

| endeawars; but if. the diſobe- 

| dient may not \ be hereby turn- 


 edtothe Wiſdom of the juſt, || 
| | A 3, yet- | 


Tb 


. TY rope 
- dom will bereby be eftablifhed 


_ therefore fo ome\Men 


oe 


and encouri 
thr inre 
edwith «fe erezputh they 
may. put to Flence' the 1gno-. 
rance of fooliſh MenTf tbe Ee 
thio Ou Dre pain ft r'black, 
Deolls' white, Wicanſi ſe ; 
ou dire Packs henfaloer, YN 
Pride themſelves in it, as 
their beauty,thi+ makes fot us 
to diſlike our 09 complexion, 
neither can they perſuade "5 
to waſh our ſehves with*Ink, 
that we muy be'TiK® them, If 
ghry "in 
their\ſbame, Mbd ateoient It 
their bonour tobe like the De- 
wil, or. hate holineſſe, wherein 
| Mes 


22d 'to bold faſt 
\befurnaſb. 


Fe 


of a Man,let notthis be a tem. 


pation to: 15, to learn their 


wayes, Ike them retarn tons, 


lee us not retarn to them, Fer. 


1s: 19: \ If ou} adverſary 


ſhould write 8 Book againſt 


#5, ( that may alludets the 


words of Jobyc/31:35.&c.) if 


it be of ſcorns andveproaches,, 
let ws bindit tous a5 a Crown, 


and ſay-as David,2 Sam.6.2x. 
1will-yet be morevile,if rs o- 
bey Goll;and be like to:himbe 
to be wile: but if be will ex- 
counter *ujs \ in good earneſt, 
A 4 


' Tothe Realler. . * 7 
Men'do moſteeſermile Godjantt' | 
bear bis Image;as it is ſaid of 
the Bafilick,zhet its. enmity a=. 
gainſt Minis ſuch thet #twill 
fly with Page upon the Pictare- 


Z 
; 


with: | 


i 


.- The Preface 


"with ſerious arguments let us 


o:nearto him as. a Prince,and 
not fear, having all the rea- 
\ſons that\can be drawn from 
the. antbority: .of our. Sove- 
reign Lord: and Daw-giver, 
from our, own - intereſt, from 
equity, ingenuity and .grati- 
tulle, on our ſide. 


I ſbalb not be very # i ellicitons 


or iuduſirious to decline or ans. 


ticipatethe cenſures of others, 


"1 know it-is. -ordinpgrily' ſup- 


poſed, that: Men. of. no name 
that hawe not that real worth 
which. may make others take 


notice. of them, have that. pet- 


ty deſign -in publiſhing: ſuch 


things as are more admired by 


them "_ than by any body. 


elſe. 


| © Tothe Reader. | 
elſe to get themſelves & name, 
| and to make themſelves and 


| _ own ſuppoſed worth 


knows to the World. Let Men 
think of me as they pleaſe ; IT. 
hope there is none ſhall think, 


more meanly, of me, than I do 
| of my ſclf, aid I am ſuch an 
| impartial judge.of my own le- 
| bors, thatT am ſo farfrom 

projeing' thereby for any & 
| Rteemtior Therltt 3 the World, 
| thr T ſhohld' vather if thab 


were my aint and defion; have 


held my. peace; which is:ths 
| way for a fool tobe connted. 
wiſe, Prov. 17. 28. 
| One thing would advertiſe 
| the Reader of that this Trea= 


tiſe mas finiſhed in another- 


Nation; 


— —— 


OO 


The Preface: 
Nation Ffter ſome years obſer- 
vations,of the lives &» man- 
ners of ſuch as in other parts 
' of the W orld profeſs Chriſtia- 
nity, both Papiſts and Prote- 
ftants, the manner of whoſe 
converſation I was then better 
acquainted with Fhar of thoſe 
'of our own Nation, which I 


hope may ſuffice to free me 
from all ſuſpicion. of bawiug 
| any oblique aſpet},upon partis 
- eular Perſons,or,any particu 
lar ſort of men,or. of calcula- 
' gingthis Treatiſe only for our 
own Meridian,andfor. Our, own 
times. I know vere it in other 
Languages, it might indiffe- 
rently. ſerve for any place 
where. the Goſpel bath been 
Preached, 


To the Reader. 
Preached,and might have had 
its uſe-in the pureſt times, 
which bawe been ſince the 
Chriſtian name was known : 
that little I hawe ſeen of the 
World, will eafily keep me 
from judging our own Nati- 
on the worſt of any that pro- 
feſs Religon, unleſs the privi- 
ledges which we enjoy abowe 
others,do raiſe our guilt to a 
greater height ; and I am not 
ſo unacquainted withthe Hi- 
ftory of former Ages, as being 
ſurprized to cry out,O tempo- 
ra ! O mores! or to make that 
unwiſe exquiry, Eccleſ.7. 10. 
' what is the cauſe that the for- 


mer dayes were better than 


' theſe? I confeſs I bawe fome- 


times 


The Preface, 
F23Mes been an P auls Cc aſe 5 AR, 
17.16.wbenT have obſerved 
amwongitthe generality of Ghri- 
itans in all places, .ſo much 
difference, betwixt mens pris 
_ Cipleg&-praGices 0 a mar 
my profeſſing to kfrow God, 
which in works deny him, &9- 
this hath made me\ſametimes 
expreſs myſelf withthegreat- 
er paſſon and vehemency, as 
knowing #be terror of the 
L.ard, and'grieved to. fee the 
miſery that ſo.many witheut 
repentance are haſthing tes. for 
thongb I owe a ſpecial lowe 10 © 
thoſe of the houſehold of 
Feith, yet T profeſs .my ſelf.a 
Citizen of the nniverſe,and fo 
bave a charity and \cempaſ- 
ſron towards all. ' The 


SECTION. I. 


The Practical Atheiſt « greater 
wonder than the Specula- 
tive Atheiſt; the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of ſuch as profeſſung 
Religion, do yet negled& the 
commands thereof, and de- 
ſpiſe ſuch as deſire to be 
found in a ſtri& obſervance 
of them. 


Spartan being in- 
vited to hear an O- 
ration in commens 
dation of Hercules, 
replyed, Ecquis eum 
Sd vituperat ? Doth as 

ny body ſpeak a- 
gainſt him? and fome will chink 
1 might peritire parcere charte, or 
rather better !imploy precicus its 
B. rcyocavle 


(2) 
revocable hours than in Apologi= 
Zing for that which needs no de- 
fence, and which there is ſuch a 
reverence of ſo deeply implanted 
in every Mans nature; but upon a 
nearer approach and exact ſurvey 
of things, we ſhall find there is no- 
thing in the World doth either 
need or deſerve a more ſerious 
conſideration and juſt defence. 
The Speculative Atheiſt is ſuch a 
Monſter that many will hardly ad- 
mit of ſuch a thing in nature. And 
it ſeems incredible co them that 
any ſhould doubt of a Deity; yet 
daily experience and obſervation 
refutes our more rational and re- 
tired Speculations, and hath pur 
many Learned Men to the labour 
of proving that there is a God; 
this being the utmoſt we are able 
in the Theory to make good; That 
there are none think, that Sbere 3s 110 
God, but ſuch as for whom it were 
well if there were none : and theſe 
being judicially given up to be te- 
duced by their own luſts, firſt,think 
it would be well for then if there 
vere no_God, finding his com» 
mands 


(3) 


mands crofling their Carnal inte» 
reſts and corrupt defires z thence 
they proceed to wiſh there were no 
God, and by degrees arrive at flac 
Atheiſm, inordinate paſſions con- 
verting Deſire into Opinion ( as we 
eafily believe that which we ear- 
neltly defire ,) that ſo having baf- 
fled their Judgments, and drawn 
them into the ſame confederacy 
with their Luſts,they may fin with- 
out their control or contradifion, 
and avoid the reproofs of their 
Conſciences while they give up 
themſelves freely to ſatisfie their 
vile affeftions. Hi gradibus itur. 
I affirm the Prediical Atheiſt is yet a 
greater wonder, and a more hor- 
rid Monſter than the Speculative A- 
theift, ( As Mirandula hath well 
obſerved) it x & wonder that any 
ſhould doubt of the truth of the Goſpel 
after ſo many evident proofs of it 5 
but & greater wonder that any ſhould 
believe it, and yetlive as if it were not 
true. But Aﬀrica bath not (> many 
monſters in nature asExzrope hath m 
Keligion, How many thouſands of 
Zealots have we that profefſe the 


B2 name 


(4) 
name of Chriſt, and preſume vio- 
lently that they ſhall be ſaved by 
him, yer look into their converſa- 
tions and you would not believe 
their own mouths,or imagine that 
they are ſeriouſly perſwaded that 
there is a God, an Heaven, an 
Hell, a Judgment to come where- 
in they {hall be ſentexced co their 
everlaſting home. 

Nay, hear O Heavens and be a- 
ſtoniſhed,O Earth, hath any people 
dealt fo with their Gods, which 
are yet no Gods, as Chriſtians deal 
with Chriſt 2 Do Turks deal (o 
with theic Mabomet? Do they 
ſcorn thoſe that are molt careful 
to obſerve the Rules of his Alco- 
ran ? Are they aſhamed tobe ſeen 
ro have any reſpeCt to his Laws ? 
-Yet I call Heaven and Earth co re- 
cord againſt Chriſtians,that be that 
turns from by wickedneſſe , makes 
himſelf a prey, yea, as Salvian 
complained of old, Mal: eſſe 
coguntur ne viles habeantur, Men 
are fain to turn Rebels a- 
gainlt Chriſt and caſt off the fear 


of his commands to free them- 
(clves 


(5) , 
felves from the ſcorn and hatred 
of Chriſtians, amongſt whom he 
muſt go for a Melancholick dull 
ſot, or \neaking fool, and one thar 
hath nothing of generolity that 
dare not ſet his mouth againſt 
Heaven, or defie the authoriry of 
his Maker ; inſomuch that he thar 
cannot-. harden himſelf againſt 
ſcorn, ſhall be jeared out of Hea» 
ven ; he ſhall forfeit the reputati- 
on of his breeding, that ſha}l ſpeak 
a word of the Scriptures ; he ſhall 
aſfe for a {ily fellow that will a- 
os the pleaſures of Sin in 
hopes of an unſeen-Glory, and 
he ſhall be accounted importunate 
or uncivilthat ſhall interrupt Mens 
carnal mirth by caſting in the in» 
grateful mention of God or his 
commands, and be thought unfic 
for the company of Perſons of qua- 
lity and: breeding, Of old they 
accounted it the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of Religion to imitate him 
whom they worſhipped. Thoſe that 
adored mortal Deities (ſuch as A4- 
lexander and Ceſar ) werz ambi- 
tious to imitate their Vertes, yea, 
B 3 {ome: 


(6) 
ſome Emperors have been imita« 
ted by their flattering Courtiers 
in their Defeas and Deformities, 
The holinefle of God is his Glory, 
and ( of all his atcributes ) pro- 
pounded to us for our imitation, 
ſce 1 Pet. 1.15, Exod. 15.17. and 
compare Iſa.16.3. with fobn 12.40. 
and yet how do men glory in their 
ſhame, while they are aſhamed of 
their glory ? Phil, 3.29. Fer. 2: 36. 
but that ſome are wiſer thanto be 
ſo befooled out of Heaven, holy- 
neſſe would be hifſed out of the 
World. 

How many think it a greater 
reproach to 'call one a Saint 
than a Drunkard, a Whoremonger 
_ or Whatever 1s evil, When the 
Scripturemakes this a ticle of ho= 
nor, and that from whence they 
are (o denominated abſolutely ne- 
cellary to Salvation? QO let nor 
theſe things be told in Gath, or 
publiſhed in Aſrkelon. Ler nor 
Turks and Heathens hear ſuch 
things of Chriſtians, What God 
do we worſhip? _, What Saviour do 
we own? Arethey like tlie bets 

O 
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ofthe Heathens who{(as Tertulliar 
ſaid of old ) are worſhipped in vain, 
and may be abuſed at our pleaſure? 
Quict your ſelves like Men, awake 
your reaſon and conſider what F 
{hall ſlay for God and for his 
holy Laws, which are ( as the A- 
poſtle ſaich, not only boly bur juſt 
and good, Kom.7.12.So that(as hath 
been well obſerved by Learned 
Men ) if God had never comman- 
ded what he hath done, nor made 
any tranſcript of the Erernal Law 
out of the 14es of his holy nature ; 
yet, what he hath} commanded 
would have been beſt for Man- 
kind roobſerve. There is not only 
an equity in them, bur they are 
good naturally, as well as morally, 
conducing tothe welfare of Man=- 
kind, the good of the Univerſe,in- 
ſomuch that if we had ſtood on e- 
ven ground with our Maker, and 
capitulated with him on whac 
terms we would ſubmit our ſelves 
to him, and what Laws we would 
be obliged co obſerve,we could nor 
have made conditions more for 
our own adyantage: or if Chriſt 
B 4 ſhould. 


(8) 
ſhould wave his anthority whicte 
he hath over us, to command us 
C though che authority of che ſu- 
perior is more to be regarded than 
the advantage of the inferior ) he 
mizht juſtly counſel us,as Rev.3.18, 
to oblerve his precepts as that 
which would be beſt for our (el ves; 
and if we had noreſpeC to his ſo- 
veraignty, yet regard to our own 
welfare and happinefſe might ob« 
lige us thereto. And having evin- 
ced the equity of the wayes of God, 
and the benefit Men have thereby, 
I ſhall endeavourto diſcover and 
Temove the cauſes of this Pradiical 
Atheiſm that reigns ſo much in the 
World, and though I know afte®” 
all I can ſay the Diſeaſe will de- 
ſpiſe any remedy,yet let me tell all 
the prophane ſcorners of Godli- 
nefle cill they can deprive them- 
ſelves of reaſon, that is, become 
beaſts, God and his Saints ſhall 
have a witnefle in their breaſts a- 
gainſt their own ſouls. 


(9) 
SECT. IL. 


The equity of Gods commands :: 
Love (which is the fut filling. 
of the Law ) founded on 
Gods goodneſs , Patience , 
Bounty. Fear ( which with- 
that obſervance that is the 
effe@ of it,is the whole Duty. 
of Man ) founded on his 
Power and Wiſdom : ratio 
rei, or reaſon it ſelf the 
ground of ſuch things as 
are of natural right : God}. 
ſoveraignty the ground' of” 
ſuchthings as are of poſitive- 
right. 


| Cory begin with the Equity of 
Gods commands, and ſhew how- 
reaſonably he requires the obſer-- 
vance of them, his natuce -moſt 
juſtly challenging, and the excel- 
lency of his attributes really me» 
riting whatſoever his Law exa&sas 
our duty... Man hath ( as the M- 

B I; ralijt; , 


(10) 
raliſts obſerve) but a Political Do- 
minion over his effeftions, not 
ſuch a deſpotical and abſoluce pow- 
er as over his locomotive faculty, 
and fo over his outward a@ions , 
fo that he cannotlove and hate, 
and fear, and defire as he liſt, The 
Soul being a rational Agenit, mo- 
veth irſelf in reſpe& of all Objects 
according to what it ſees there of 
goed or evil which begets liking 
or averſion, Wherefore arrogan- 
cy is one of the moſt contemptible 
vanities amongſt the Sons of men, 
it being the moſt ridiculous thing 
in the World for men to require of 
others.that Honour, eſteem, reve- 
rence, which. they have no real 
worth in themſelves to be a foun- 
dation of. And it is worſe tyranny 
than that of the Egyptian ta5k; Ma- 
fters. who required brick wichour 
giving {traw. They ſay indeed honor 
ejt in howerante depending on the 
will of the giver, yet it muſt be ra- 
dically in him that is honoured , 
there muſt be a Foundation laid by 
him, whereon. others mult raile 
theic. eſteem of him. Where- 
fore 


C11) 
fore the charge is given to Timothy: 
and Titas, that none ſhould deſpiſe 
them, that is, they were 00 carry 
chem(clves with that gravity, pru=- 
dence, integrity, that none mighe 
have occaſion to think meanly 
and conterptibly of them.. Now: 
thereisin God a real foundation: 
for all thoſe atfeftions, which he 
requires of us as the principles of 
all our outward attions, whereby 
they are formed and faſhioned. 
Firlt, God requires that we ſhould! 
love him with all our mighe, with. - 
all our ſtrength, with our whole 
Soul, and chis is in effe& the krep- 
ing of his commands, the fulfilling of 
bis Law , Love being the Dneen-- 
regent, the commanding afe&ion 
of the Soul, the firſt mover thar 
ſets all on work ( a$ Auſtin ſaith ); 
Love's the byaſs which turns ws where 
ever wego } We may judge ofthe 
power of chis affeQion by obſer-- 
ving the effects of ic in our ſelves 
where we dotruly /ove, how care- 
fulare weto pleaſe ? how fearful to. 
offend ? how defiraus to enjoy? how 
ambitious to ſerve? how unweary- 
ed. 
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edin ſerving? how ready to run 
hazards, to undergo difficulties? 
what ſympathy is there of all af- 
fe&ions ? what jealouſie ? So that 
God needs require no more of us, 
for if. he have our Love, che relt 
will follow. Now it were not be- 
ſeeming the Majeſty of God tore» 
quire this of us, were there not thar 
in his nature,and in his works that 
did juſtly deſerve it, but there is no- 
thing in the creature atcraCtive of 
our Love which is not eminently 
in him, how great # ba goodneſi! bow 
great is bis beauty? Zach.g. 17. thac 
is, thoſe perfeCftions of his nature, 
which being found in the Creature 
infinitely below what they are in 
him, make it amiable to us. | 

Goodneſs and greatueſſe where 
they meet in Man are very deſira- 
ble and lovely, buc God is Optimus 
Maxim ( as he is wont to be cal- 
led) the greateſt and the beſt,not ex- 
ceeding us more in his greatneſſe 
than in his goodnefſe, in his Glory 
than in his Grace, Mecb. 7.18, 
What narrow bounds did Peter ſec 


this forbearance when he hor 
i 
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if-he ſhould forgive his brother ſe- 
ven times ? what would (oon be- 
come of us if the forbearance of 
God were confined within ſuch 
narrow limits? we indeed pals 
by many offznces in others becauſe. 
we know not how to revenge them,, 
but God could every moment by a 
word of his mouth, an a& of his: 
will let us know what it is to cons. 
temn his authority. And let us but 
conſider the diſproportion be- 
tween God and Man , how infi+ 
nitely he is above him, and the 
nature of God, how holy and con- 
trary to whatſoever is evil, and we 
ſhall much.more admire his pati« 
ence and goodnelle. We. can do 
good to our Friends, we who are 
evil, but to do good to Enemies 
whom we have daily in our power, 
and who ſtill continue their enmi- 
ty againſt. us is coo hard for us, 
God is good to Augels that never 
ſinned, patient only to finners.. Let 
us but recount the various a&s of 
his Providence towards us, confi= 
der the daily care which he hath 
af us, the mercies which we daily 

IC. 


(14) 


receive from him, the evil he pre- 
ſervech us from, what offers he 
makes to us of an eternal Glory 
with himſelf, what means he af- 
Fords for obtaining it, how long 
ſpaceof repentance he gives us, 
and we ſhall find our obligations ro 
him to be infinitely beyond what 
they are to Parents, Princes, Friends, 
difloyality and ingratitude to 
whom is condemned, abhorred of 
all, Further the Fear of God ic the 
wile Duty of Man, Eccl, 12. 13, 
that 1s, efficienter though not for- 
maliter, tor where ever it is it doth 
bind the Soul to its duty. Fob. 28, 
28. Prov. 1.7. and I may ſay as 
much for this as for the Love of 
God. Methinksic is a condeſcen- 
fion.in him to acguethe matter as 
he doth with finners. Fer. 5.22. 
Mat. 10. 28. when he might lec 
them run upon their own ruine, 
and know by experience the dan-- 
ger that they deſpiſe. We ſhould 
deride the threatnings of ſome 
vain boaſter thar ſhould go about 
to affright us with ſuch things as 
!:tmere far above his power to ef- 
| fe, 
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feft, but the frown of a Ceſar, ai: 

Alexander might make us tremble; 

it is the moſt altonilhing madneſle 

and folly in the World for mento 

account ic generoſity & bravenels 


' of ſpirit, not to be awed by the 


great wards of Scripture, to dare 
to fin,to take courage againſt God 
like che Phili/tins, 1. Sam. 4. 9, and 
to account it meannets of fpirit to 
be affrighted with the threatnings 
of an inviſible God, whoſe great= 
nefle we neither ſee nor feel, 
though it is our own fault; we ſee- 
ing it in its effects every day, It 
is he that hangs the Earth on no- 
thing,and when he pleaſecth, makes 
it tremble, ſends the Sun on his 
errand every day, orders the hoſt 
of Heaven, making every Star keep 
its place, thundring with his voice 
ſo as he can make the Emperors of 
the World run to hidethemſelves, 
fetting bounds to the raging waves 
of the Sea which they ' dare nor 
paſſe ; and though he. doth not & 
very day reveal his wrath from 
Heaven againſt finners,yer he hath 
cold us it is not becauſe he ap- 

T2 proves. 
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proves of their ways,or xnows not! 
how to right bimſelf, he only ſtays 
till the time of the Revelation of: 
his righteous judgment, and then. 
he will pour out his wrath like fire 
and make the ſtouteſt finners run ,. 
C if it were poſſible for them ) un- 
der the Rocks and Mountains 
to: hide themſelves from his: 
preſence. David and Sols- 
mon were both feared for their 
Wiſdom; and indeed Wiſdom doth: 
wake a Mans face to ſhine, com-- 
manding reverence and a kind of 
vencration from others. Nouw 
there iS none too be compared to 
God for Wiſdom, heis ſo wiſe he 
cannot be deceived, cannot be 
mocked, he ſees through the mot, 
ſecret deligns of Men,. and laughs 
them to ſcorn , takes the wiſe in 
their own craftineſie, makes thoſe. 
that dare tranſgrefle his precepts, 
whether they will or no, to fulfil 
his purpoſe , over-reaching them 
in their moſt; cunning. contrivan- 
ces, making them ſerve his holy 
ends whenſthey leaſt intendic.Fur- 
ther, he. requires that. we. ſhould 
ac 
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acknowledge him in all our wayes, 
owning him 'as our Soveraign in 
the obſervance of his precepts,as our 
Preſerver in depending on his pro- 
vidence, And what more juſt and 
equal,when we had our being from 
him,when we live and move in him, 
when we aredaily maintained at 
his coſt and charges,and are there- 
foreſent to the Ox and the Aſs to 
learn our duty; ic being he that 
gives us all things richly to enjoy, 
and hath not only right and autho- 


rity to command us, but might and. 


power to force us?ſo that if we will 
do any thing 'wichout his leave or 
moral permiſlion,. we cannot do ig. 
without Ws nature! permiſſion. TE 
we run away from his ſervice, he 
can command the Sea to way-1ay 
us (as in the caſe of Fonah ) and 
ſend a Whale to ferch us back. If. 
we would go out of the reach of 
his Rod, he can make ir reach us 
where ever we £0, as the Iſraelites 
in their going to Egypt, Fer. 42.16. 
In ſhort, he commands the boiſte- 
rous Winds, the unruly Wayes, 
the Angels that excel in might and 


glory, 
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glory, the Devils that are filled 
wich rage and envy, the Sun, that 
as a Gyant runs his race, and 
makes it ſtand ſtill at his pleaſure, 
the Stars whom he makes as his 
Hoſt ro tighr his batrels; the frogs, 
the Flies, the Lice, the Bears, the 
Lions, the Ravens, as the ſeveral 
inſtances in holy Scripture ſhew. 
All chele are at his beck, and he 
{ends them at his pleaſure, De- 
generate Man only, (for whom he 
hath done more than for any of 
the works of his hands, and whom 
he hath made capable of more hap- 
pineſſe than the whole viſible Cre» 
ation )caſts off the-authority of his 
Creator in thoſe things wherein 
eſpecially it would be his W:ſdom 
to meke a vertue of neceſſity ; for 
when Men will venture upon any 
thing without asking Gods leave, 
or taking his counſel, he ſtands by 
and derides their counſels, and 
tells them that he is wiſe alſo, and 
wiil bringevil upon them, and-aot 
call back his word, what he faith 
ſhall be done,none ſhall diſanul it; 
when their deſigns which chey 
would 
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would undertake without hint 
ſhall come to nothing, and they 
periſh in them. Eſa. 31. 2. thus 
God will ſooner or later teach all 
what ic is to deſpiſe his authority 
or to diſpute his commands. As 
for our outward ations ( what [| 
have already ſaid concerning our 
internal aff-&tions, and thoſe afts 
artd attributes of God whereon 
they are grounded, being ſuppo- 
ſed ) though they ſhould not be of 
any natural right, or have any 
intrinfick goodnefie in them, an- 
tecedently to any command of 
God concerning them, ( which 
yet doubtlefſe ſome have, andare 
therefore commanded, becauſe 
good, as thoſe which are grounded 
on the precepts of the Law of Na- 
ture )yet aswe ſay of the creden- 
da, or the things which we are to 
believe, though our finite under- 
ſtandings be not able to com- 
prehend the nature and cauſes of 
ſome of them, yet we have reaſon 
enough to believe them, becauſe 
they are ſpoken by him that can- 
not Iye; fo I may ſay of the agen- 
da 
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da of Religion,though they ſhould 
not be of natural myral right(which 
yet many of them are ) yet being 
commanded by him who 1s fo wiſe 
and fo good, to whom we have 
fuch obligations lying upon us, 
and on whom we kave fuch an ab- 
ſolute dependancewe have, allthe 
reaſon inthe World to do them 
without murmuring or diſputing, 
and though the ſoveraignty of 
God is ſuch that he might juſtly 
try our obedfence, and make us 
know our ſubje&ion to him , by 
requiring of us ſuch things as are 
- meerly of poſitive right, yet it is e= 
vident chat in what he hath requi- 
red, he hath not ſtood: much upon. 
his Soveraignty and Authority, but 
bath commanded ſuch things as 
be might juſtifie at an impartial. 
Bar, thuugh man were an [ndc- 
pendant Creature, and co-ordi- 
nate with him, and chis will (ſuffici- 
encly appear by the enſuing diſ- 
courte, 
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SEC T. IIT. 


The advantage which Mew 
bave by Religion in reſped&# 
of their good name,. honour 
being both a moral and a na- 
tural effe# of vertue an4 
holineſſe. The Hypocriſie 
of ſpme that profeſſe Chri- 
ftianity,an argument of the 
excelency of it. Shame the 
preſ-nt reward of lin. None 
dare ſpeak, againjt holineſs 
or holy men as ſuch, 


Hat 1 have hitherto ſaid 
hath been ab equo, [hall 
now argue 45 utili, and {hew what 
advantages cometo Mankind by a 
due obſervance of the Rules of the 
Goſpe', whereby the truth of the 
Apotiles aſſertion will evidently 
appear, that Gcudlineſſe is profitable 
to all thiags, and 1s the chief inte- 
relt of the W. 
And tirtt, lec m- confiler man jn 
his 
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his perſonal Capacity, and his ſeves» 
ral intereſts in ſuch a reſpe&t,and[T 
will begin with that which is moſt 
extrinſick, to him, viz. his good name 
which $:{omon juſtly faith is rather 
To be Choſen than great riches, and he 
adds a reaſon oft it, loving favour 
is better than Silver or Gold. That 
is the effe& of ir, it commands a 
friendly reſpc& from all, and ſo 
entertains him where ever he goes, 
its his barbinger to beſpeak him in 
allplaces an honourable reception, 
It is his ſurety, to vouch him in all 
his dealings with others, ſo that 
there 1s norhing can more {weeten 
a Mans life to him, and indeed 
nothing which generous ſpirits do 
more clteem. No greater incen- 
tiveto vertue among the Heathens 
than honour, and ic 1s ordinarily 
ſeen that Men can more ealily bear 
the loſle of Goods than diſgrace 
or contempt, a breach in their Ex 
ſtare, chan a wound in their name, 
Now I will not here ſpeak of that 
honour, which atter a few days 
ſhall be put upon all Godly men 
when they ſhall appear wich Chriſt 
in- 
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in Glory, and ſhine like the Sun 
in the Kingdom of their Father, 
while others (hall be cloathed with 
perpetual ſhame : Nor will I ſpeak 
of honour as it is a moral effe& of 
Godlinefſe, God having premiſed 
to bonour thyſe that bonour bim, and 
he that gave the Iſraelites favour 
in the eyes of the Egyptians, and 
made them t» be pityed of them that 
carryed them away caprive, can give 
a Man elteem and repute among 
others. 

But I ſhall ſpeak chiefly of bonour 
as it is a natural effec of Godlinels, 
and it is worthy to be conſidered 
that that which at firft view ſeems 
to refl-& diſ-honourably upon 
Religion, and which many im» 
prove to the reproach of the pro- 
tcflors of it, doch upon afcrious 
weighing of the whole matrer ex- 
ceedingly commend it, and argue 
ſomething of more than ordina» 
ry worth in it, and that is the 
Hypocrifie which is found among 
Cbrijtiens : this implies that there 
1s ſomething in it which is attra» 
Give that men ſhould uſe ſuch in- 
duſty 
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guſtry to counterfeit it, and ſeek 
by a feigned ſhew of ic to infinu»- 
acethemſelves into the eſteem of 
others whole good opinion they 
think molt conſiderable. Hows- 
ever, as have already ſaid ( and 
{ball ſay againin due place) there 
are many (corn men for it, yet 
this is an evident proof that it is 
athing of good report and praiſe- 
worthy ; though we do not cſteem 
every thing that looks like Gold, 
becauſe it is ſometimes counter= 
feited, yet this is an argument of 
the worth'of that which is Gold 
indeed : (ſo, though *ris, true every 
one that makes profeilion of God- 
linefſe doth nor preſently deſerve 
the honour and reſpe& ofa Godly 
Man, becauſe. there are many Hy- 
pocrites 3 yet it is an argument of 
the greater. worth of ſuch as are 
Godly indeed, Pearls and Dia- 
monds are oftener counterfeit- 
ed than thoſe things that are 
of mean value. What is there 
that begets an higher eſteem a- 
monglt Mcn than that Humility, 
Meckneſs, Goodn:(ſe,Charny, F uſtice, 
which 
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#$hich che Goſpel requires, :and 
which every true Chriſtian in ſome 
meaſure hath ? It makes a Man 
( as was ſaid of Veſpaſien ) the 
Darling of Mankind, and-makes his 
memory bleſſed. What is the or- 
dinary Chara&er which you ſhall 
hear of ſuch a Man? He was a good . 
Man, a quiet Man, you mighe 
have put your Life in his hand, his 
word was as good as his bond; and 
however the Devil cheacs men . 
with the hopes of eſtcem in the 
World by a careleſſe negle&of Re- 
ligion, though they -gratifie the 
greateſt part of the World ( in 
ſome reſpe&) as they Juſtifie their 
wicked wayes by their own pra- 
Aicez yet we ſhall obſerve(through 
the juſt judgment -of God ) ſhame 
is the preſent wages of fin. Prov.1 3. 
5. Rom. 6. 21. and indeed the Hea= 
thens themſelves made bonour the 
reward of vertue, ſo that a wicked 
Man according to them is not ca- 
pable of it. Pride is that which all 
abhor, ſwearing and blaſpheming 
are ſuch fins as none gain by, and 
therefore will commend no-man 
| CG for, ' 
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for, Drunkenneſſe diſcovers ſo much 
.of a Mans weaknefT', that it makes 
him obnoxious to every Mans pity | 
or ſcorn ; lying, injuſtice, operon, 

and other ſins againſt the ſecond 
table, being immediatly againſt our 
Neighbour, and ſo prejudicial to 
the intereſt of Mankind, cannot 
purchaſe any man any- honour or 
elteem;3 and though it is true, as [ 
have before complained, that a 
Godly man is expoſed to ſcorn 
and reproach; yet, firft,it is of ſuch 
whoſe reproaches we may glory in, 
and bind to us as a Crown. 
What was ſaid of Nero, is true of 
them, thatit is likely co be ſome- 
thing thac -is good which they 
ſpeak againſt; yea, commonly ſuch 
before they dye, juſtifie thoſe 
whom they reproached, and when 
they grow wiſer come to be of their 
mind, when they come to lye on 
' their ſick beds, and to be convin- 
ced by ſenſe and experience of 
what they would not believe, or 
at leaſt conſider before, that there 
is a vanity in every Creature, that 
they muſt dye, and that thar Fans 
| | pores 
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pleaſures will yield them no comfort 
at ſuch an hour: then they reproach 
themſelves more than formerly 
they reproached others, then they 
find that they were the fools for 
deſpiſing inftruftion, and wiſh now 
they were in the caſe of thoſe 
whom they deſpiſed 3 and which 
is yet more obſervable, Godlinefs 
doth command ſuch an eſteem 
from all, that none dare ſpeak 
againſt ir,and you ſhall hardly hear 
any Godlyman reproached as ſuch 
as the Fews would not own that 
they ſtoned Chriſt for a good work, 
but for Blaſpbemy ; when Wicked 
Men reproach others, they will 
not by any means acknowledge 
that it 18 for Godlineſſe, but for 
Ungodlinefſe, for Hypocriſie, for 
being coo nice and ſuperſtitious, 
doing more than God requires, 
for Covetouſneſſe, or ſuch like 
{1ns ; lo that by their own confeſſi- 
on, {incerity; obſerving what God 
hach commanded, charity, &c.are 
good and commendable, and fo | 
they are condemned out of their * 
own mouths. Ler ſin ſeek excutes 
C 2 and 
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-and ſubterfuges. Vertue (a5 truth ) 
ſetks no Corners, knows no ſhame. 
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How much Godlineſſe condu- 
ceth to the preſerving and 
increaſe of Mens Eſtates , 
which Sin doth like a Can- 
ker, waſt\ and conſume. An 
i#Puſtration of Jer. 17. 11. 
and Hol. 9, 11. ObjeFions 
anſwered, which Men make 
from that Juſtice and Cha- 
rity which Religion obliges 
Men to, and from thoſe ex- 
penſes and loſſes which it 
expoſes them to,a8 alſofrom 
experience and daily obſer- 
vation. 


He next intereſt of Man in his 
perſonal capacicy which I 


ſhall confider, is the furniture of 


this life for bearing his —_— 
118 
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his Pilgrimage while he is on his- 
way towards his long home, and 
though Riches ( by reaſon of the 
abuſe of chem ) ſometimes ſeem to 
be undervalued both by God and 
Man, in the Scripture and other 
writings, yet in themſelves they: 
are uſeful and defirable, and if we 
' ſhoutd-underſtand theſe things ab- 
foluttly! and imply, which are ſpo- 
ken of them, not ina Certain re- 
ſpet and ſecundum quid ( as thiey 
ſpeak ) it might rather be ſaid;the 
curſe of the Lord makes rich than 
his bleſſing 3 thereby a Man is ca- 
pable of doing good to others,and. 
our Saviour hath -pronqunced ic 
more bleſſed. to give than to re- 
ceive, he is ableco command-his 
own affairs, he is freed from the 
temptations of poverty toa finful 
flattery and pleafing of Men, in+ 
croaching upon Gods time or Mens 
Eſtates, from diftra&ging cares a= 
bout the neceſfaries- of this life, 
they are a defence tohim, not on» 
ly in his own conceit, but really 
lifring him up, that che foot of 
contempt may not trample upon. 

C3 hia- 
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him, and that whatever is praiſe 
worthy in him may be more con» 
ſpicuous to others which 13 little 
taken notice of in the poor, whoſe 
wiſdom, yea, all other graces and 
vertues are deſpiſed, Now as the 
race is nit to the ſwift, nor the bat- 
tel to the ſtrong, ſo neither are 
Riches alwayes to the diligent, or 
induſtrious, or wiſe, but to thoſe 
whom God favours with his bleſs 
ſing. - Godlineſſe hath the promiſe 
both of this life, and that to come, 
though God hath not abſolutely 
promiſed abundance or ſuperflui- 
ties, neceſlaries he hath ; ſo that 
though the Lions (whereby we may 
according to the language of Scri- 
youen z underſtand thoſe . who 

ave both cruelty and power to 
oppreſle others }) nay lack, and ſuf- 
fer bunger, thoſe that fear the Lord 
ſhall want no good thing, Again , 
Godlineſſe may be ranked a- 
mongſtthe uaturel! cauſes as well as 
amongſtthe moral cauſes of riches. 
Do but confider what diligence 
the Goſpel requires in our parti- 
cular callings, and though (accor- 
ding 
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ding to what [ lately ſaid ) this is 
not che only or ſolitary cauſe of 
Ricbes, yet it is a means which God 
doth ordinarily blefſe. Do but 
further conſider what ſobriety and 
moderation is. required in Meat, 
Drink, Apparel, and we ſhall eaſily 
conceive how much it doth tend 
to the increaſe of Mens ſubſtance, 
and ſtopping up thoſe chinks and 
crannies, at which other Mens E- 
ſtates do run out. On the other 
hand weſhall find many fins both 
moral and naturel cauſes of decays 
in mens Eftates, ic is true all fin 
doth make men obnoxious tothe 
curſe : but there are many fins 
which derive a curſe upon Men ,. 
which in a ſpecial manner(like the 
ruſt )devours their Riches; particu« 
larly oppreſſion and izjuſtice,the Pro- 
pber Jer.17.11, elegantly (hews how 
the defigns of Men, forſetting up 
themſelves thereby proveabortive, 
as the Partridge ſitteth upon eggs aud 
hatcheth them not, (" he that gettetb 
Riches and not by right, ſhall leave 
them in the midi} of bis dayes, and in 
the end ſhall be # fool. 

| C 4 Some. 
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 Lome Birds Men take care of to. 


ſecure them. againſt - injuries and 
violence as thoſe that are tame , 
others there are whoſe uſclefleneſs 
makes them negle&ed of all and 
ſo-is their ſecurity, others there 
are able to reſiſt the violence of 
the Birds of prey ; the-Partridge-is 
 noneof theſe, and ſo is molt likely 
of all others tomiſcarry and prove 
a prey to violence: ſo the unjult 
Opprefſlor may. indeed gather 
Riches, but he ſhall ſoon leave 
them, bimſelf is like the Graſſe, bur 
his Glory'is like che Flower of the 
. Graſs ( which oft falls off while 

the ſtalk ſtands ) and he ſhall out- 
... live his Glory, ſome Mens-Glory 
flies away from the conception, 0- 
thers from the womb, others from 
the birth, Hof. 9. 11. ſome mens de- 
hgns fail while chey are projcating 
and contrivingthem, ochers while 
they are.travelling with them, or 
labouring to effeft them, they fade 
w their wayes, others when they 
have juſt actained them, and arci- 
ved at theirend, as the Rich Man, 


but when he ſhould ſolace himſelf 
| ul 
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m the enjoyment of them, they” 
ſhall be caken away like the Corn, 
and the wine in the Harveſt or vin-- 
tage, and in his -end he ſhall be 2 
fool, that is according to the lan- 
guage of the Seripture (wherein 
words of exiſtence are put ſeme- 
times only for appearance and mas» : 
nifeſtation-) he ſhall appear to be- 
a fool, though formerly he ſeemed - 
to be of the wiſe of the World, . 
that knew how to get moſt for 
himſelf in che ſcuffleof che World, , 
wherein almoſt evesy. one ſcram-- 
bles to get as much as--he-can to 
himſelf co make his own heap big- 
geſt, but increaſing that which js - 
not by own, Hab. 2.6, but of right 
belongs to others, he proves like 
the Dog-in the fable, that not cons - 
tent with what-he had, but catch- 
_ more loſt all, . So Adultery, 
(through che-curle of God) is a + 
devouring Fire that conſumes and - 
walts a Mans-ſubſtange. Sothe-Co- 
vetous. unmerciful- Man unfolds 
thac riddle. Prov. 11.24. he-ſcarters 
by gathering whiles he retains his 
Riches when God requires chem 
fos . 
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forthe -reliefof the poor, or by his 
extortion and oppreſſion ſqueezeth 
out the ſweat, yea, it may be the 
blood of the poor:whar is (o either 
gotten or Kept provesa canker to. 
his Eftate to devour it. Yea, there 
are many fins, which are the natu= 
ral cauſes of poverty,. and if God 
ſhould leave men only to the genu- 
ine natural effe&s of their ſin,chey 
would ſoon fade in their wayes, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Fam. 1,11. By 
means of a whoriſh Woman a Man # 
brought to a morſe! of Bread, hetC 
words areſo enſnaring, he is loſt 
that is once entangled with them, 
and it is a (ad fign ſuch a one is a 
bandoned of God. So the unmer- 
ciful Man and the Oppreſlor ex-' 
poſeth himſelfto the curſes of the 
PHors Yen, to their rage and vio- 

nce if ever they have the oppor- 
tunity of a popular tumult. So 
how doth Pride (like ruſt ) cat up 
Mens Silver and God. Drowfineſs 
cloaths @ Man with rags, ſo Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſſe feed upon 
Mens Eftates till they have de- 
voured them.. Envy and malice 
be= 
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beget contentious and quarrels 
which caſt Men into chargeable: 
Law-ſuits. If Men would in their 
Books of Accountsallow ſome pa- 
ogesfor their Luſts, and ſet down 
what they ſpend on them- more 
than what Nature, Keaſon , Reli- 
gion require, and write (0 much 
laid out at ſuch a time for Pride,(o- 
much at agothertime for Pleaſure 
and Voluptuouſneſſe, ſo much for 
envy in a Law-ſuicco vex ſuch a 
one, ſo much for entertainments, 
Buildings, Gardens, Feſtivals, 
Pomp of Funerals, (1 ſpeak not a- 
gainlt a decorum' and moderation 
in (uch things an(werable to a 
Mans rank and Eſtate, bur only a- 
gainſt the ſuperfluicy and exceſle 
1n theſe things, which Mens own: 
Conſciences will cell chem,ambiri- 
oh and vain glory put them upon) 
let them ſet down 60 much /acrunm 
ceſſans from idleneſſe and negli- 
gence in their particular callings, 
and they ſhall find ſuch a retinue 
of Luſts ( which Religioa would 
make them ſhake off and aban- 
don ) as chargeable as a train of 
Ser- 
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Servanes, though the old com. - 
plaint ſhould be crue. _— ſervi, | 
#*# Fures, Notwithſtanding all 
that T have ſaid, many have ſuctr 
a prejudice againſt Religion, that 
they chink- if 'a Man begin ſeri-- 
ouſly to addi& himſelf-rhereto, ic | 
ſoon fpoils his thriving. in the 
World. As firſt, it is obſerved by 
many that it takes up much of 
Mens time, and many as ſoon as 
they begin to be ſo ftrik in mat- 
ters of Religion, negle& their par-. 
ticularcallings.- To this I anſwer, 
God ts bur little beholding to men 
thac complain- that his ſervice 
takes up coo much of their cime, 
there are none in the World. | 
amongſt: the devout orders that 
eonſecrate their time more entire- 
ly to God than thouſands do to. 
the Devil and, to their own luſts ; 
yea, how few are there that do not 
aſlow more time to Pride in a- 
dorning- themſelves ? to pleaſure 
in vain ſports and recreations ? to 
:dle diſcourſe? tofruitlefle viſits? co 
fuperfluous ſleep & eaſe than God 
requires-to be ſpent . ſolely ag} 
Ci- 
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fervice? heallows us time enoug(t. 
for our private affairs and particu- 
tac callings. God is not ſerved- 
only in = and reading, and 
hearing his word,'but in-the works 
of our ordinary callings. Col.3. 13. 
What is there ſaid 'of ſervants is 
crue of others alſo in their ſeveral 
ſtations, while they daely atrend 
their lawful vocations. Ic is true, 
ſome Chriſtians may not have pru- 
dence to ſhare their time equally 
berwixt their generat and particu» 
lar callings, bur- ſuch .are ording- 
rily obſerved to be young Cone 
verts, (as they are called) that is, 
ſuch as have had but late acquain= 
tance with the power and pra&ice 
of Godlineſſe,, and ſomething is 
to be indulged to theſe who ac firſt 
converſion - many times find ſo 
much: delighe and ſweernefſe in 
exerciſes of Religion, that the 

know not how to leave them of 
We know under the Law he thar 
had m—_—_ a Wife was diſpenſed 
with the firſt year to ſtay at home 
and ſolace himſelf with-her and 
not forced togo out to War. Some 
: again , 
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again are ready to complain ofthe 
charge of Charity which Religion 
doth oblige a Man to. To ſuch I 
anſwer , nature it (elf doth bind a 
Man to the ſame charity , that 
Chriſtianity binds him to, only 
Chriftianicy direting us to right 
principles and ends in ſuch a@ions, 
makes themeurn to our good ac- 
count. So that Chriſtian Charity 
is the beſt Vſurz,God gives us bond 
for repayment. Prov. 19+ 17, and 
he is a good pay-maſter. If a Man 
would lay up ſomewhat againſt an 
evil day,he cannot put it into bet- 
ter hands. Ecclef.. 11. 2. If the 
worlt come, and the hand of vio- 
lence ſhould ſeize on his Eſtate, yet 
he may ſay with bim in Seneca, [ 
have thet ftill which I bave given a- 
way, yea, a Man of meer humani- 
ty and generolity, cannot but 
haveſucha ſympathy with others 
in their (ufferings,thac in relieving 
them, he relieves himſelf, as 4- 
lexander when Darius ſent a com- 
plement to him by his Ambaſſa- 
dors for his civility to his Wife, 
Mother, Daughters, whom he had 
taken 
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taken Captives, returned him an« 
ſwer, that it was in vain to comple= 
ment with an Enemy, and the fa- 
vour be had ſhiwed to them was not. 
ſo much out of affediou to him, as to 
ſatisfie bis own nature, which could 
not inſult over the miſery of others. 
For the charge of the ſervice of 
God , let ſhame for (ever cloath 
them, and confuſion cover them 
as a Garment that complain of it. 
Let an Heathen,an Ale xaxder con» 
demn them, who when Leonidas 
reproved him for. ſpending ſo 
much incenſe in ſacrifice to his 
Gods, and told him he might do. 
that when he had caken the Coun» 
tries from whence it came, having 
takenthem, ſent him incenſe in a» 
bundance, and ſent him word,thae 
for the future be ſhould not be ſpa 
ring in bis cfferings #0 bis Gods, for 
be had found by experience that what 
was offered to them they paid with 
Uſery, And further, our ex» 
pence now under the Goſpel about 
the ſervice of God, is nothing to 
what it {was formerly under che 


Law. . What I (aid before in m_ 
© 
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of time, I may ſay here in refpe& 
of Eſtate, what Men ſpend upon 
Religious uſes and works of chari- 
ty, is not comparable -to what Men 
fpend upon their Luſts. And who- 
ever call themſelves: Chriſtians 
ſhould diſdain that any ſhould be 
more free in.the ſervice of the 
Devil, thanthey arein the ſervice 
of Chriſt. Neicher is ic Chriſtian 
charity but blind zeal and ſuper- 
ſticion that makes men give away 
their Eſtates ( as is ordinary a- 
mongſt che Papiſts ) co maintain 
others in eaſe and idlenefſe under 
a pretence of devoting themſelves 
to religious exerciſes,and the imi=: 
tation of I-know not what pre- 
tended Saints. Others are nor a+ 
ſhamed to complain of that juſtice 
and <quity,that Religion doth-ob- 
lige a man to obſerve in his com- 
merce with others,-as hindering 
their thriving in the World : but L 
have ſaid enough already of the 
curſe thar follows injuſtice and 
oppreſſion, toſhew how vain this. 
objegion 1s,befides the puniſhment 
inflicted. by Man for theſe fins, 


which... 


| 
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which are the more odious'to Mein 
becauſe chey are againſt our neigh» 
bor immediately ( as many other 
fins are not) ſoas men-are more 
ſenſible of them, and as much as 
they can avoid having any thing 
to do with ſuch as are falſe and 
unjuſt in cheir dealings with o- 
thers.. Some obje& turther the 
ſufferings which Religion expoſech 
a Man oftentimes to. But to this 
I may anſwer, as to the former , 
Men ordinarily ſuffer more for (in. 
The Devil hath. had more Martyrs 
than Chriſt in moſt Ages of the 
World ; that is, more have ſuffer- 
, edfor doing the Devils works, and 
fulfilling his Luſts, than for the 
ſervice of Chriſt. How many are 
there that ſuffer impriſonment , 

' baniſhment, loſſe of goods, yea, of 
life for injuſtice, oppreſſion, mugx- 

ther, adultery, ſedition ,.. and o+ 

ther fins. AudI have ofc chought 

it might bea great. comfort to one 

impriſoned for the cauſe of Reli- 

gion, for Chriſts ſake, co think he 

might have ſuffered che ſame for 

his fin, if he had been left wy - 
uſts, 
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Luſts as others ; or for his m1:ſery, 
for Debt and Poverty, whereas 
now heſuffers the ordinary lot of 
Mankind, in ſuch a cauſe, on ſuch 
an occaſion, as it ſhall prove his 
greateſt advantage, God reward» 
ing ſo bountifnlly , whatever a | 
Man undergoes for his ſake, both 
with preſent ſpiritual comforts , 
and future everlaſting Glory. Laſt- 
Iy, experience may be objc&ed a» 
gainlt all chat I have ſaid, it being 
obſerved that the followers of 
Chriſt have the leaſt ſhare ordinas 
rily inthethings ofthe World. 

But I anſwer to this, it is not 
becauſe Religion is any way pres 
Judicial to Mens worldly Eſtates, 
but becauſe God-in his free and 
wiſe Providence doth-for the moſt 
pare chooſe the poor of the World 
to be the Heirs of his Kingdom, 
both that he may confound the 
wiſdom of Men, and ftain the 
Pride of their glory, chooſing con- 
crary to Mans ordinury judgment 
and choice, andalſo becauſe out 
ofhis bounty he is pleaſed to give 
many @ portion in this Life, to 
whom 
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whom he intends none hereaf- 
ter, Further, however God doth 
not many times give his Children 
ſuperfluities, he ordinarily pro- 
vides for their neceſſities, and 
many may make Davids obſerva- 
tion , that they have not ſeen the 
rightecus forſaken, nor bis ſeed beg- 
ging their bread, Yea, I may add, 
as Pſal. 37. 16. A little that a righ- 
teous Man bath, i better than great 
Treaſures of many wicked, becauſe 
he is ſatisfied with what he hath. 
The vanity of the Creature 
proceeds from the vanity of Mens 
minds, when Men will make the 
Creature their chief happineſle, 
they muſt needs find ic vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, becauſe ir 
doth not anſwer their expeQati- 
ons from ic, they looking for 
more from it than ever God put 
in it, But a Godly Man having 
ſomething eiſe for his chief good, 
which is ſufficient to fill his moſt 
enlarged deſires, andto anſwer the 
higheſt expe&ations that he 'can 
have from it, he makes uſe of 
the Creature only for the end, 
to 
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« 


to which God hath appointed | 


it, to ſupply his bodily neceſſi- | 


ties, to be a Viaticum in this his 
Pilgrimage towards Heaven, 
which end it is ſufficient to-an. 
ſwer, ſo that there is none can re- 


Joyce and take pleaſure in the | 


Creature more than a Godly 
Man. | 
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SECT. V. 


The in fluence which Religion 
hath even upon our bodies, 
how far it condaceth to 
our health. Diſeaſes of the 
body ordinarily proceed 
from the diſtempers of the 
Soul. That Temperance, Di- 
ligence in our callings and 
moderation of our paſſions, 
which the Goſpel requires 
and teaches, ws the beſt re- 
medy againſt them. 


HE next intereſt of Man , 

which [ ſhall ſpeak of, doth 
yet more nearly concern him, and 
that is Health, which is not only 
as one calls it the Paradiſe of all 
ſenſual pleaſures; wherein they 
grow and flouriſh, but the Salt 
that ſeaſons all our worldly com- 
forts, without which we can find 
very little fayour in them, yea, 
arenot only incapable of enjoying 
al 
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all other things, but of enjoying 
our ſ{elves,yea,the want of it makes | 
us as unable tos do good as to enjoy 
good, but only as we may be ex- 
amples of Faith and Patience to 
others. Now though Religion 
chiefly concerns the Soul, and 
ſeems to have little influence on 
Mens bodies, yet I will confident- | 
ly atirm ( what may ſeem a Para- 
dox co many ) that the precepts 
of Chrilt well obſerved would free 
as many from Diſeaſes as his Mi- 
racles, they would prevent as ma- 
ny diſeaſes as his miracles cured. ' 
How many are there whoſe bodies 
are filled with the fins of their 
fouls, which they have tired and 
worn out 1n the ſervice of their 
inſatiable Luſts, which are like fu- 
rious Riders, that tire out their 
Beaſts they ride on before they 
be tired themſelves, Though Men 
are not preſently ſenſible of de- . 
cayes ntheir health by riot,drun- - 
kennefle, 2nd ſuch like ſins, they 
lay in daily the ſeeds of choſe diſ- 
eales which many groan under in 
tacir old age, though others feel 
them 
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them ſooner. We ordinarily ſay 
that exceſſe kills more than the 
Sword, By excefle we are not to 
underfland only eating and drink- 
ing to ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
or till nature be ſo opprefi:d chat 
it diſchargeth ic (elf of its burden, 
bur when Men make their appetite 
not their reaſon, the meaſure of 
their allowance, It would require 
the $kil of a Phyſician ro enume- 
rate the Diſeaſes which are the ef= 
fefts of Mens tins, but every one 
may eahily obſerve that the ordt- 
nary Rules which the beſt Phy lic. 
ans preſcribe for the preſervation 
of Health, require nothing more 
than Temperance and excerciſe, the 
former Religion ſtrictly injoyns, 
and though ic do not require the 
Jater as ſuch, or under ſuch a no- 
tion, yet in effeCt it requires it of 
moſt , commanding ciligence in 
Mens callings, and condemning 
idlenefle, which is the ſource of ſo 
many diſcaſes, as daily experience 
will evince,it being obvious tothe 
qbſervation of all, that Health jg 
the poor Mans priviled3e, and fick- 


neſle 
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neſſe moſt common among thie 
Rich, who live in idleneſſe,though 
they have many other advantages 
above the povr for the preſeryati- 
on of their health , befides thoſe 
ewo cauſes of ſickneſſe there is a 
third, which religion doth remove, 
or at leaſt much corre, and that 
is, inordinate paſtons, ſuch as Ar- 
ger, Fear, Sorrow, Envy, which 
havea very malignant influence 
upon the-Body, and there is ſcarce - 
any thing which tends ſo much to 
the poizingand ballancing of the 
humors of the body, { which is ſo 
neceſſary for the preſervation of 
the health }) as a well compoſed 
temper of mind, and calmneſfle, 
and quietneſs in the Sou), which 
Religion doth not only-ceach, buc 
( whichis more ) doth in a great 
meaſure effe&t, and therein ex« 
ceeds the mora's of Phyloſ»phers as 
wo ſhall in due place more fully 
(- 
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SECT. VT. 


Religion forbids us not any 
pleaſures which are agreea- 
ble to nature, reaſon, or 
Mans own intereſt. None 
can more freely enjoy plea- 
ſures than a Godly Man. 


Here is yet ariother thing 
which 'many accoint their 
great intereſt ue their great pre- 
Judice againſt Religion is, that 
they conceive it inconſiſtent 
therewith ) and that is Pleaſure. 
Now if we take Pleaſure'in a large 
ſence as it is taken in Scripture , 
that inward Joy, Comfort and ſa- 
tisfaftion which accompanies an 
holy Life, and thoſe everlaſting 
pleaſures at Gods righe hand, which 
a holy Life leads to, will fall after= 
wards under conſideration, And 
as for thoſe bedily pleaſures, which 
in this place are chiefly intended, 
Religion doth not at all forbid 
them, nor deprive a Man of them; 
D and 
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and it is an unjuſt calumny of 
ſome that God hath pur inclinati- 
ons into mans nature to ſuch . 
things as he hath forbidden him, 
and that this is the chief cauſe of 
ſo much ſin in the World : But 
theſe men know not what ſpirit 
they are of. It was the ſuggeition 
of the Devil to Man in Paradiſe, 
that God (as if he envyed mans 


 happineſſe ) had laid a reftraint 


on them to keep them from that 
which (as the Devil would per- 
ſwade them ) he knew might bet- 
ter their condition , and advance 
them to an equality with himſelf, 
as if it had been a ſmall matter 
that he had allowed them ſuch li- 
berty to enjoy all the pleaſures of 
Paradiſe, and to eat of all the 
fruic of it, ſave only. that in the 
midſt of the Garden. But they res 
ceiveda oo recompence for be- 
lieving the Devil rather than God. 
Ic is the ſame ſpirit which now 
perſwades Men that God hath 
dealt hardly wich us, to interdi& 
us the enjoyment of chat wherein 
we might tind ſuch —_- 

atis- 
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ſatisfaftion , whereas he hath ra» 
ther manifeſted his goodnefle to 
Man, in that he hath put into him 
ſuch inclinations, as he may take 
pleaſure in thoſe things which are 
neceſſary for the propagation of 
the ſpecies, or for the conſervation 
of the individuals of Mankind;and 
he doth not forbid our pleaſure in 
theſe, but only forbids Gluttony 
and Drunkenneſſe, which is exceſs 
inthe uſe of meats and drinks,and 
Adultery, which is the miſplacing 
of theſe defares which he hath pro- 
vided for the fſatisfaftion of man=- 
kind without fin: and we have no 
cauſe tocomplain of Gods bound» 
ing of us in theſe things, but ra- 
ther wonder that there ſhould be 
any need of any Laws to forbid 
ſuch irregularities therein, as we 
ſhould wonder that any ſhould 
make Laws ſtrictly co forbid Men 
to burn their own houſes, to cur 
their own fleſh, to drink poyſon, 
if we conſider the miſchiefs thac 
enſue upon our exceeding the li- 
mits which God hath yer ſet us 
in theſe things , in impairing our 

D 2 health, 
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Healch, waſting our Eſtates, ſtain- 
ing our honour, breeding diſcords 
in Families, depriving us of rea- 
Ton, and turning us into Bruits, 
expoſing us ſometimes to Mans 
rage, ſometimes to the penalty of 
human Laws, In ſhore, God hath 
not only provided for the ſirpply 
of our neceſſities, but for our de- 
light and comfort. Pſal. 104. 15. 
2ly. Religion allows a Man to en- 
Joy and take comfort in theſe 
chings which God hath given us. 
Eccl, 2. 24, 25, 26+ 5+ 18. 9. 7,8, 9. 
Yea, requires we ſhould rejoyce in 
them. Dent. 12. 7. 12. 13. Cap. 14. 
26. Cap. 16.11, 14. Cap. 26. 11s 3ly. 
There 1s none can take more plea- 
ſure in theſe things than a Chri- 
ſtian. Eccl, 2. 25. Solomon might 
haſten as much as any to ſuch plea» 
ſure,not ſo much as he was a King, 
and had all things in abundance : 
but as he was a good Man, and in 
the favour of God. Eccl. g. 7. But 
this I haveelſewhere touched. Set. 
4+ and ſeR. 8. If any account it 
hard co be reſtrained from unnatu- 
rel pleaſures, I may (ay as Foaſn of 
: Baal, 
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Baal, Fudges 6. 31. Will you plead 
for theſe ? He that will on for 
theſe, let bim preſently be put to 

Death, He that cannot conterit 

himſelf wich: moderate pleaſures ,. 
wichout excefle, let him go and 

learn.of Bruit-beaſts, that will noc 
eat and drink. to Gluttony and 
Drunkennefle, He that cannot ſa- 

tisfle himſelFunleſs he may wholly 
proſticuce himſelfto pleaſure,.and 
{pend his whole time therein, as if 
he were put into the World, as the 
Leviathan into the Sea,to play there- 
in: Pſal. 104. 26: Let them Jearn 
of a Heathen, who would ſay, He 
is not worthy the name of a Man, that 
would ſpend a whole day in pleaſure. 
So that Religion reſtrains us no 
more in the uſe of Pleaſures than 
narure, reaſon, or our own interelt 
reſtrains us,. but rather teacheth us 
how we may enjoy them more 
pureand refined, without any ſting 
of guilt, or check of Conſcience, 
__ may allay the ſweetneſle ot- 
nem, 
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SECT. VII. 


The advantage mhich we have 
by Religion in reſpe@ of 
our Souls. Firſt, in being 
thereby reſtored to the image 
of God, and that ſpiritual 
beauty which hath been de- 


Faced by ſin. 


T on7 come yet nearer to our 
ſelves, to thet Divine part 
whereby we hold intelligence with 
the upper World, have our Con- 
verſation in Heaven,with God and 
Angels, to theſe our bodies are 
but as a box, a cale to a precious 
_ and the advantages which 

have hitherto ſpoken of are not 
worthy to becompared with theſe 
that Godlinefſe brings to the Soul. 
And I will firſt ſpeak of what a 
Godly Man hath thereby in enjoy- 
ment and prſſeſſion , then of what 
he hath in hopes and reverſion, and 
I will begin with the reſtorati- 
on of man to. the condition from 
which 
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which he fell, or the renewing of 
the image of God in him. Tohave 
ſeen that great Monarch, Dan. 4. 
in the greateſt Glory, priding 
himſelf in his Majeſty, and after 
to have ſeen him not only deveſted 
of his Glory, degraded from his 
dignity, but deprived of his rea- 
ſon, and putting on the manners 
of Beaſts of the Field, and conver- 
fing amongſt them, would have 
moved a Mans compaſſion ; though 
he, it is likely was no more ſenſible 
of his own unhappineſſe, ( being, 
ber-aved ofhumanity ) than thoſe 
in the fable, that being by the en- 
chantments of Circe turned into 
Beaſts,diſdained the offer of Viyſſes. 
to have them reſtored to their for- 
mer ſhape, being debaſed in their 
ſouls, as well as metamorphoſed in 
their bodies,. and ſo not under- 
ſtanding the felicity of the ratio- 
nal life ; but ſuch were the more 
to be pityed, by how much the 
lefſe they could pity themſelves. 
This is the condition of Mankind. 
We are all of a good houſe, well 
deſcended, of a noble ſtock and Di- 
D 4 vine 


(56) 
. vine Original : but are fallen into. 
decay, have loſt the luſtre of that 
Family from which we came, ( be= 
ing the off-ſpring of God)) and we 
are become like the Beaſts which 
periſh, Pſal. 49. 21. Solome under- 
ftand. that place, Man being in ho- 
nor continued not, ſoon fell from. 
his Eſtate of dignity and happineſs, 
and became bruitilh in his know- 
ledge and afte&ions. Satan, that 
old Magician,by his enchantments 
hath bewitched us from that form 
wherein we were at firſt created, 
into: the form of Beaſts; ſo that 
Men are ;become Lions. for. rage , 
cruelty, oppreſſion ; PF: xes for ſub- 
tilty in evil; Swine for filthineſſe 
and uncleanneſs; Dogs for envy 
and malice; Wolves for rapine; yea, 
as the wild Aſſes Colt for folly and. 
ſtupidity : the Scripture accounts. 
ic neither incivilicy nor calumny. 
to deſcribe Men by ſuch compel- 
lations. Now it is only crue God- 
linefle, and that regeneration, 
( which miſerable Man doth as 
little underſtand, and much de= 
ſpiſe, as choſe even now mentics. 
| ned,, 
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ned, did the offer of Viyſfes) whicts - 
muſt reſtore us to our former ſtate. 
The Goſpel ( as a ſpiritual charm): 
brings us to chat ſhape and - forme- 
which our firſt-Parents lolt. And 
though poor ignorant Men net- 
ther underſtand their own defor-- 
micy, nor that beauty of holineſle- 
which adorns the ſouls of-choſe 
who are renewed,according to the 
Image of God, (as the Jews deſpi- 
ſed Cheilt,. and eſteemed him- not,. 
as ſeeing no--form--nop. comlineſs 
in him, though: he was to thoſe 
whohad a ſpiritual diſcerning,and 
an eye of Faith to ſee thac Divine 
excellency and-perfe&ion-chat was 
in him, the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſands, and altogether lovely) yet 
there is an inward-beauty of the 
Soul, obvious only to the eyes of 
God that regards the hidden Man 
of the heart, and thoſe who have a 
ſpicicual diſcerning to diſcern ſpi- 
ritual things, which (aSthe beauty 


of the outward man conſiſts. in co- 


lour, proportion, and perfeltion of 
parts. ) ſtands in a due regard of e- 
very taculty and affte&ion of the 

D 5 ſoul. : 


('58) 
ſoul to-its proper obje&, and a juſt 
ſubordination to each other, the 
ſuperior irradiated by a Divine 
light co judge of every thing as the 
Matter requires, and accordingly 
to command the inferior, which | 
by an obſequious ſubje&ion yields | 
tothe authority, and executes the 
commands of the ſuperior, ( and | 
is not likea bone out of a joynt, 
which is not ſubje& ro the com- 
mands of the lacomorive faculty ) | 
and the whole tinfured with a 
Divine holineſs, juſtice and good- 
neſs. It would be a fad ſpetacle 
to behold a Man bowed together, | 
that he could not look up, his eyes 
cloſed up with filthy putrid mat- 
ter, his lips black, and ſwelled as 
if they were poyſoned, his breath 
ftinking, tothe offence of all that 
come near him, Lame of his feet, 
that he could not go, his bowels 
hanging out. In a word, from- 

head to foot full of bruiſes and ' 
putrifying ſores, thus is man by 
nature to the eyes of God, bowed 
down to the earth, minding earth- 
ly things, his underſtanding dark- 
cned. 


ened, and the eyes thereof cloſed 
by vile and corrupt affeftions, his. 
lips breaking our wich filchy com- 
munication, as if the poyſon of 
Aſps were under them, his throat 
like an open Sepulchre, ſending 
forch ſuch unſavory diſcourſe as 1s 
offeniive to pure ears, that knows 
not how co treada right ſtep in the 
way of Gods commandments, void 
of che bowels of pity and compaſlt- 
on , and the plague of his heare , 
( hisnatural in-bred corruption) 
breaking forth daily into ſinful 
ations which are as ſo many 
botches and ſores to render a Man 
loathſom in the fight of Gol, to 
whom our inward Man is as naked 
and open as our outward Man to 
eyes of fleſh. A form of Godlineſs 
and the paint or varniſh of an out- 
ward profeſſion, may help to con- 
ceal ſome of this deformicy from 
the eyes of Man, but it is only that 
Fountain ſet open ts the houſe of Da- 
vid, andthe Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem to waſh in for ſin, and for un- 
cleaneſs,that will reſtore to Man his 
primitive ſoundne(s and beauty, 
as: 
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as Naamans- fleſh by waſhirg in. 
Fordan was reſtored as the fleſh of a, 
young Child. This is the imme- 
diace effe& of Regeneration, and. 
though the work is not perfe&ed 
at once as to degrees, yer it will 
be as the light that ſhines clearer and. 
Clearer till the perfelt day, we being. 
transformed daily more and more into 
the Image of God, from Glory ts Glo«. 
ry by bis Spirit. 
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SECT. A% Viz. 


Tranquility of mind the pri-- 
wviledge of the Godly Man. 
A due ordering of the af-- 
feFions, not a ſtoical Apa- 
thy neceſſary thereto. Peace: 
of Conſcience unknown to) 
the Heathen Philoſophers , 
and attainable only by true: 
Religion.0bjeFionsground- 
ed on the moroſeneſs,and in- 
ward troubles of Chriſtians 
anſwered, 


HE next advantage of the: 

Soul,in this World by Godli- 
neſſe,is Tranquility of Mind,where-- 
by a Man is exempted from che: 
importunity of jnordinate paſſi-- 
ons, and from the ſecret (though 
ſevere laſhes of an accuſing terri-- 
fying Conſcience, which wound 
deeper than Scorpions. This the: 
Philoſophers cry up as the ſum of. 
a. happy life 3 but. what is ſaid of. 
_ haps 
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happineſſe in general, I may ap- 
ply co this part of ic : Ph: ſopby 
leeks it, Theology. finds it, but Kee 
ligion poſicfſerh it. As Paul told 
the Athenians; he declared unto 
them, him whom they ignorantly wor- 
ſhipped. So the Chriſtian diſcovers 
thac which the Heathen Moralijt 
blindly purſues, but it is only che 
Godly Man who hath his Soul 
throughly cinftured with erue 
Grace that enjoyes this tranquili- 
ty, and hereby I mean a {cdate 
calmneſſe of affe&tions, whereby 
a man is freed from the terrors of 
an accuſing Conſcience, and from 
the impetus and violence of unruly 
paſſions, which make him as the 
tr:ubled Sea caſting up continually 
mire and dirt, diſcovering in the 
effeCts of ſuch vile affeftions, the 
filchineſſe that lies deep in the bot- 
tom of their hearts, ſo foaming out 
their own ſhame, theſe luits(like che 
Devil in the poor man thac caſt 
him ſometimes into the fire, and 
ſomerimes into the water, or made 
him cut himſelt with ſtones )hurry 
men with yiolence, ſometique inco 
One 
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one extream, ſometimes into ano- 
ther, and make them fierce them- 
ſelves through with many ſorrop5,and 
make dreadful wounds and gaſhes 
in their own Conſciences , ruſh- 
ing them into a thouſand dangers, 
as the unruly horſe doth the Riv 
der into the battel. But I have 
already ſaid enough of the diſeaſes, 
quarrels, and other inconvenien= 
ces, that mens (ins ſubjeCft chem to, 
which are but che fulfilling of 
theſe importunate Luſts which will 
never leta man reſt, but are con» 
tinually ſolliciting for ſatisfaftion, 
and can never be (atished, but en- 
large themſelves continually, as 
Hell; and thoſe fleſhly Luſts do not 
only war againſt the Soul, but in 
the Soul againft one another: this 
i5 our unhappineſs that we muſt 
ſerve divers Lufts, [o that a man 
is not only(as one compares him ) 
like a Servant in an Inne, where 
there are many Gueſts , ſome cal- 
ling with importunity one way , 
{ome another, ſome up ſtairs, ſome 
down, but like thoſe that live on 
the Frontiers of a Kingdow, bore 
4, 1 dering - 
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dering upon the Territories of a- 
nother 'Prince, or berwixt two 
Garriſons in a civil War, -his ſer-- 
vice is required of both, .he knows: 
not whom co obey, both require 

more taxes than he knows how to. 
pay 3 thus is miſerable mian tortu- 
red, while hc is a {laveto his Luſts,, 
onecalls one way, another calls a- 

nother way, Pride puts him upon. 
one thing, Covetouſneſſe COUnteer- 


 mands, Senſuality calls him ano- 


ther way, Pride reclaims and tells. 
him it will ſtain his repucation,, 
ſpot his honour. Now for free-- 
ing a man from this baſeſt ſlavery, 
the Goſpel is much more <ff-Qual 
than all che-precepts of moralicy,, 
as ic more Clearly layes before us. 
the expreſſe commands, and pe- 
remptory will and pleaſure of the. 
Soveraign Law-giver, asit. infor- 
ceth theſe with. promiſes and. 
threatnings,of ſuch.things as there 
is cithera deep filence of amongſt. 
the Philoſophers, or which ac leaſt: 
they deſcxy bur at a great diſtance, 
2nd ſeem to make ſome imperfe&. 
diſcayery of which. the we" 
doth - 
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doth evidently demonſtrate. Anil' 
which is more than all this, there 
duth a ſpirit of Life and Power 
accompany the Goſpel where it is 
received, which changeth the Soul 
into another form ; there is a Di- 
vine nature thereby communica=- 
ted, whereby men become as it 
were new Creatures, have new 
thoughts, and new affe&ions, 
whereby they now favour the 
things of the (piric, as they did be- 
fore the things of the fleſh, The 
Old Man is mortifhed by the ſpirit 3 
that, as in old.age deſire fails, ( as 
we have.a. proof in Barzilai that 
taſted not the ſweetneſſe of the 
Creatures, as formerly ) ſo when a 
Mans Luſts are mortified, he hattr 
not a defire afcer forbidden vani- 
ties,and the pleaſures of fin as for-- 
merly, Philoſophy indeed hath one 
Polemo to boalt of,. but the Goſpel 
thouſands whoſe natures have been 
ſo changed by its power, that they 
have Lecomequite other perſons , 
and whatever Morality can furniſh 
us with to perſwade, the Goſpel 
hath che ſame in greater eyidence, 
and. 
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and much more: befides, a Chriſti- 
an may more truly ſay of the 
Goſpel, than one ſaid of Philol(o- 
phy, he thereby learns to want wot 
others enjoy, not that any man hath 
more pleaſure , or finds more con- 
tentin what he poſl:fſeth, than thie 
Chriſtian, that hath all ſweetened 
ro him by the favour of God, and 
knows thar ic is not his only pore 
tion, that it ſhall not be (aid to 
him, astoothers when they dye, 
wo to you, ye bave received your Con- 
ſolation ; bnt he doth not diſquiet 
himſelf with che defire of more 
than God hath given him, and it 
is better to be content with a lit- 
tle, than to have much,and not to: 
be ſatisfied, better to enjoy perfet 
health,and eat and drink no more 
than nature requires, than to be 
troubled with the feiames, or af» 
petitus caninw, and be continually 
eating, or a Dropſie, and be always 
drinking. So for thoſe natural e- 
vils which are the objefts of our 
fear and ſorrow, as they are future 
and foreſeen, or preſent and felt, 
the Chriſtian hath the —_ 
Q 
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of all others for bearing them , not 
only as Hope, Patience, Meekneſſ: 
are the fraics of che ſpirit which he 
works -by that ſpecial power ande» 
nergy which he puts forth in Gods 
choſen ones; but as the Goſpel 
doth furniſh him with moral argu- 
ments,much more effe&ual to per- 
ſwade to patience , than any that 
are learned in the Schools of the 
Philoſophers, as it is in vain to be 
troubled at what we cannor belp : all 

good bath a mixture of evil, and all 
evil hath @ mixture of good. There 

i 4 viciſitudo of fortunes, ſo that 

in adverſity « Man may bope that 

proſperity will ſucceed, We ſhould 
conſider the condition of others who 
ſuffer the like things with our ſelves. 

Bearing afflitions, will harden us to 
undergo them better, (as Tron-grows 
harder by being oft heated in the 
fire, ) ſometimes injuries prove ad- 
vantagious to thoſe who ſuffer then. 
Theſe and ſuch like rational con- 
ſiderations may help to corre@t 
the exceſſe of Mens paſſions, but 
It is only the Goſpel which diſco- 
vers the care and ſingular love of 

God 
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God to his people in all the evils 
that befall. chem, he being with 
them, ſympathizing wich them, 
C (o far as is conſiltent with. his 
happineſſe and perfeCtion ) order- 
ing all chings by his wiſe and pow- 
erful Providence, fitting as a refi- 
ner, while he caſts his Gold and 
Silver into the Furnace co purihe 
it, ordering all things for the 
good: of his choſen :- this may 
make us not only patient in cribu- 
lations. but to gory in ic, not only 
co conquer. in- our ſufferings, but 
to be more thew Conquerors. Indeed. 
all that aſſume co themſelves the 
title of Chriſtians, enjoy not this- 
tranquiltty, for many arrogate this 
to themſelves which belongs not 
tothem, thoſe that are Chriſtians 
indeed, atcain to this but by de- 
grees, none are abſolutely perfett: 
in this life, and perfe& peace of 
mind is not an abſolute freedom 
from all paſſion, nor an apathy,but 
txanquillitss ordinis, when every al» 
feftion keeps irs own place, and: 
doth its proper work. When Fear: 
is che Souls Centinel co warn it of- 
ap- 


(69) 
approaching danger, that being 
forewarned, it may be fore-armed, 
when Sorrow is the temper of the 
Soul, or the ballaſt of it to keep ic 
ſteady, Angercos Fortit udinis &r 
ingenii, the mettle of it to fit it for 
a&ion, and the Oy! of *Gladneſſe, 
making the face to ſhine, and be- 
ing as marrow tothe bones, making 
our converſation more acceptable 
and agreeable unto others, our life 
more pleaſing and comfortable to 
our ſelve*.But that wherein a Chri- 
ſtian hath the greateſt advantage is 
Peace of Conſcience, the importu- 
nate ſollicitations of Satan and 
our own Luſts, to the commiſſion 
of ſin are not ſo diſquieting to the 
Soul, as the rebukes and ciamors 
of Conſcience after the commiſſion 
of it, The Devilisa meer Trapan, 
that draws Men into a Plot againſt 
Heaven, and when he hath enſna- 
red them, 1s the firſt that accuſer 


- them, ſollicites men importunate- 


ly to fin by 'the ſtrongeſt entice- 
ments , afterwards affrights cheir 
Conſciences by aggravating their 
guilt co chem, and this is a pre- 
0CCcuparion 
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ccupation of Hell, as peace of con» 
:ience, and joy inthe Holy Ghoſt 
, the firſt fruics and furc-ralt of 
leaven. As Vertae is its own reward, 
o fin is its own puniſhment 3 guilt 

followes ſin, as the ſhadow doth 

the body, haunting the ſinner like. 

a hideous Ghoſt, and continually! 

terrifying him. Ic is true, many 

do not feel theſe terrors, but it is 
not through any true ſetfed | 
that they have, but only*a ſenſe- 
leſſe ſtupid ignorance of their own 
danger, they are like a man aſleep 

on the top of a Maſt, do but a- 

wake themro ſee their danger,and 

it is enough to affright theminto 
the infernal abyſs. While they go 

on quietly in fin, they are but as a 

man which hath bribed the Ser- 

jeant, which doth not pay his 
debt, nor ſecure him againſt Ar- 
reſts, his debt increaſes ſtill,and he 
will have more to pay when he is 
arreſted, It is not a Merchants 
putting off the * melancholick 
thoughts of his debts by pleaſures 
and divertiſements that will al- 


wayes quiet his mind, he doth _ 
= 
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beguile himſelf, and increaſe his 
debt, it is the acquitiance of his 
Creditor that can only irecure him. 
This is the caſe of many,that when 
they are haunted,as Saul by the e- 
vil ſpirit of an accuſing Conſci- 
ence, as he had his muſick toquiet 
his mind, they muſt have ſome- 
thing todivert their thoughts from 
ſuch diſquieting and tormenting 
objeas; bur theſe are but like O- 
piates, which may ſtupifie for a 
time, and free from pains, but do 
nothing to the cure of the diſeaſe. 
It 15sonly the blood of Chriſt that 
can ſprinkle our hearts from au evil 
Conſcience, cleanſe our Conſciences 
from dead works, only an ef- 
feftual Faith that applies this 
blood to the Conſcience. So that 
the Heathen Philoſophers by all 
their preſcriptions could never 
quiet the Conſciences of ſinners, 
and all that peace that they had 
was only from ignorance of thac 
ſevere inexorable juſtice of God, 
( which will never pardon fin with- 
ouc ſatisfaftion, and never be ſa- 
tified but by the ſufferings of Jeſus 
Chriſt ) 
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'Chrift) and the nature of the Co- | 


venanrt of Grace, or the condition 


of the Goſpel , that none ſhould 
have any benefic by Jeſus Chriſt 
buc thoſe who are united with him 


by an effeual Faith which. pro» | 


ducech the fruits of holineſle in s 
blameleſſe upright converſation; 
ſo that as the blood of Chriſt is 
the cauſe of our reconciliation 


with God, by Faith and holinefle, - 


we aCtually patake and are afſured 
-of the fruits thereof:all theſe there» 
fore are in ſeveral reſped&s neceſ- 
ſary to true peace of Conſcience, 
Morality therefore can never 
teach a right way and means of it, 
to which the righteouſneſſe of 
faith is an hidden myſtery. The 
looſe prophane Chriſtan can ne- 
ver attain it, While his converſatt 
on 1s evidently inconſiſtent with 
that true faith and Goſpel ſince- 
rity, which is abſclucely required 


of all that will be ſaved ;and hows : 


ever they may flatter or cheat 


chemſelves into a vain preſumpti- ' 


on, or ſhut their eyes that they 


may not ſee their danger, they are | 


con” 
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contmually obnoxious to the af- 
frights and alarms of ſuch places 
of Seripture, as affirm that with 
out holinefle none {hall ſee God, 
that if we live after the fleſh we ſpall 
dye; that the Gate is ſtrait, and the 
way narrow that leads to life, and 
there are few that find it, that ma- 
ay ſhall ſeek to enter , and ſhall not 
be able: That if any will be Chriſts 
Diſciple, he muſt deny himſelf and 


4 take up bis Croſs and follow him : 


That whoever ſayes he knows God, 
and keeps not his. Commandments, or 
that he hath Communion with God, 
and walks in darkuiſſe, #4 a lyar, 
and the truth is not in him: | That 
whoever ſeems to be Religiow, and 
bridl-th aot bis tongue, bis Keligion 
is vain: That be that loves Fa- 
ther, or Mother, or Wife, or Chil= 
dren, or Houſe, or Lands, more than 
Chrift, # not worthy of him, Beſides, 
others clearly importing, that. a 
Man may have much knowledge, 
and his Judgment fo far convin- 
ced, as tO apptove . of | the belt 
things ; may be much in holy du- 
ties, take delight in them, hear the 

E word 
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word with joy, do many things 
which he hears, be blamelets 
as to his ontward carriage, and 
yer be an hypocrite. Sothat with» 
out daily exercifing our ſelves to 
Godlineſle, and a tri watch o- 
ver all our wayes, it is impoſlible 
to maintain a ſetled well ground- 
ed peace of Conſcience. If any 
obje& tbat there are none more 
diſquiered in their Conſciences, 
than thoſe that make the greateſt 
ſhew of Religion, none more me- 
lanchollick and moroſe in their 
converſation ; I may anſwer, ſ-1id 
joy is @ ſerious thing, ( as Seneca 
could ſay ) it is not mott ſeen in a 
forced laughter and jollity, which 
is as therns under a pot, Eccl. 7. 6. 
that for the <on# as makes a 
great noiſe and blaze, but nei» 
ther heats nor laſts. In the midſt of 
it tbe beart many times 3x ſorrow- 
ful, and the end of it # beavineſſe, 
and, as the beart knows its own ſor- 
rew, the ſtranger intermeddleth not 
withits joy. There is that comfort 
within,which every one cannot ob» 


ferve., A Godly man needs nor 
have 
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have his heart revived with wine, 
and ſtrong drink, and merry com-. 
pany, likea fick Man that is forced 
continually to have his ſpirits kept 
up with Cordials;: He hath thac 
within, which is better to him 
than Wine and Mufick. Ir is true, 
Godly Men have more inward 
conflis in their Conſciences than 
others, buc this proceeds from 
the fenſe that chey have of their 
own danger, as they ſay, Wiſdone 
armes miſery againſt it ſelf, that is, 
diſcovering the evils that we are 
obnoxious to, makesa Man more 
timerous and fuſpicious, whiles 
fools go ou an4 are puniſhed withour 
any fear of danger, go 0#n as an 
Ox to the Slaughter, a fool to the 
St;cks, a Bird to the ſnare, and 
k:r:1ows not that :t xs for ber life, It 
is time for a Man that knows, if 
he be not ſer upon the Rock that 
1s higher than himſelf, if he be 
not upon that ſure Fonndation, 
Jeſus Chriſt, he hangs by the ſmall 
thread of a brittle life, over the 
bottomleſle pic,to look about him, 
and make his calling and ele&t.on 

E 2 ſure, 
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ſure. Again the greater eſteem 
any one hathrof Heavenly things, 
the more careful he is ro make 
ſure of them, the more fearfull ro 
be deceived about them, ( Tards 
ſolet magnis rebus in eſſe fides. ) And 
further, when Satan, who before 
kept all chingsin peace, ſees him= 
ſelf in danger of being diſpoſlefſſed, 
he rageth the more, as he rent the 
poor man out of whom he was 
caſt almoſt to death. And God 
gives him leave ſometimes to win- 
now his deareſt Children for cheir 
tryal 3 bur for the moſt part God 
leaveth them co ſuch diſquier- 
ment of ſpirit, and errors of con- 
{cience for ſome fin, which they 
have fallen into, ( as in Davids 
cale ) and then their crouble is 
not becauſe of their piety, but of 
their defeft init; or elle it is be- 
fore he intends to raiſe them to 
ſome great eminency, or hll chem 
with ſome extraordinary joy : as 
we may obſerve, where Mcn have 
been raiſed exceeding high, their 
toundation hath been Jai! very 
low in ſome deep abaſcment, and 
{0 
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ſo God brings them as 4 King ou? 
of Priſon to reign 3; and ordinarily 
when God layes his people low, 
either by extraordinary outward 
affliftions, or inward temptations, 
he doth recompence them for it 
by thoſe inward conſolations , 
which are the fore-taſts of Heaven; 
hence proceeds that joy the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, which is unſpeakable aud 
full of Glory ; which he that hath 
ralted the (weetneſle of it, would 
not want to be exempted from all 
thoſe Temptations and tryals 
which he hach been exerciſed wich. 
The-peace of wicked Men is but 
an agreement with Hell, which ſhall 
be diſanulled; a Covenant with death, 
which ſhall be broken, as the mirth 
of a Drunken Man, who whilſt his 
ſpirits are raiſed , feels not his 
wounds, but afcerwards feels the 
fmart of them, when his reiſon re- 
turnsto him, That wilt be the 


 woful end of che carnal mans ſecu- 


rity, if he be laidin the Bonds or 
Fecters of affiitions, and ſo come 
to himſelf and feel the wounds 
whick he hath by (in made in his 

K 3 OW-ID 
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own conſcience, he 1s a Magor 
miſſe bib, terror round about ; that 
1s the reaſon of ſuch horror many 
times on ſick beds, which yet 1s 
better than to be huſhed aſleep by 
the charming pleaſures of (in, aud 
not awake till he be amid(t che e- 
verlaſting flames. So chat we may 
ſay with the Prophet. The work 
of righteouſaeſſe ix peace, and the ef- 
feGiof righteouſneſs,quietneſs and aſſu» 
rance for ever.Itis only by the righ« 
teouſneſle of Jeſus Chriſt, imputed 
tous by faith, that we have peace 
with God, and ſo peace of Con- 
ſcience,which is as 4 continual feaſt 
daily to entertain us, as a brazen 
wall, alwayes to ſecure us, that we 
may alwayes hnd that within, 
wherewith we may ſolace our 
ſelves, and need not fear that any 
thing ſhall diſturb or diſquiet the 
tranquility which we have in our 
own (ſouls. 
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SECT.IX. 


The reward which Godly Mer 
have after this life, the 
chief advantage of Religi- 
ou. The excellency thereof 
demonſtrated from Scri- 
pture, from the ſatisfa@ion 
which the Angels have in tt, 
from the glory which wicked 
Men enjoy in this World, 
from the ſweet fore-taſts 
which Godly men have of it 
in this life. Wherein it con« 
(6/ts, the glory of the body, 
the happineſs of the Soul, in 
the enjoyment of God, in 
communion with the whole 
number of perfeFed Saints, 
and that for ever, 


LL that 1 have hitherto ſaid 

of the advantage of Godly- 

nels, is little in reſpe& of what re- 
mains to be ſpoken. The eſtate of 
Man after this life is of more im- 
portant conſideration, as it is u- 
E. 4. ſually 
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ſually (aid, there is no proportion 
berwixt finite and infinite,as there 
is betwixc two things that are fi- 
nite , though at the greateſt di- 
ſtance in reſpe& of their natures, 
quality, quantity : ſo there is a 
proportion betweena minute and a 
thouſand years, and minutes may 
eafily be multiplyed co ſuch a : 
quantity 3 but there is no. propor- 
tion berwixt a thouſand years and 
Eteraity. So that if the miſery of 
Chriſtians in chis life were an(wer- 
able to wicked mens prejudice,and 
the happineſs of wicked men an- 
fwerable cotheir own deſires, and 
if both might live in theſe two dit- 
ferent eſtates a thouſands years 
twice told ; yea, and ſuppoſe that 
after this life wicked. men were to 
be happy to ſeven, and Godly 
men but coeight, ( as the Philoſo- 
phers ſpeak of the degrees of heat 
and cold)or that Godly men (hould 
be as miſerable as wicked men, a- 
bating only one degree, yet the 
coniideration ofan Eternity would 
ealily preponderate in comparing 
the {ſeveral ſtates of theſe perſons. 


The 
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The Apoſtle ſaich, that if in this life 


I -. 

- ouly we have hope, we are of all men 
- the moſt miſerable, not that a wick- 
, ed man hath more real joy 


or comfort in this life than a God- 
ly many but we muſt conſider that 
the Apoftle is difputing- againft 
fuch as denied the ReſurreCtion 
ina popular Rhetorical (tile, where- 
in words are not to be ſubje&ed to- 
a rigid interpretation, bur to be 
expounded in a greater latitude, 
and it is uſual in ſeveral-languages 
roexpreſlie a thing with the greater 
Emphaſis by the Superlative gdegres, 
as if he had ſaid,” weare very mife-- 
rable men, if our hope be only mm 
thislife. Again there may be an 
Emphaſis in the Pronoun; q. d. we 
who are the off-ſcouring of all 
things in che eyes of the World, 
and have in theſe times of Perſe- 
cugion run ſuch hazards and guit- 
ted our worldly enjoyments for 
the hopes of a glorious Reſurre&i= 
on, are miſerably deceived,ifthere 
beno Reſurre&ion. And further, 
* though- Chriſtians have that in- 
ward peace 'and- comfort in out- 
ward. tribulations, which doth 
E 5 more 
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more than counterballance them,, 
yec this joy is in hope of the Glo» 
ry of God, and bur an anticipati= 
on of. that joyful Reſurrection 


which hereafter they ,cxpeQ. And. 


now I. ſhall. come to ſpeak ſomes» 


OO — 


thing of the certainty of ir, of the | 


thenature of it, and of the ſtriQ- 
neſſe of holineſs neceſſary to thoſe 
who would enjoy it,8& that we may 
raiſe cur thoughts co hold ſoine 
proportion with the greatneile of 


thac glory, though it be not poſli-. 


ble for poor Mortals to have an 
adequate conception thereof. Firſt, 
let. us confider the great things 
that God himſelf hath ſpoken of ic, 
and how he hath throughout the 
Scripture propounded it as a (ufii- 
cient and an abundant recom- 
pence, for whatſoever we can do 


and (uffer for him, in compariſon. 


where with all the afflitions of this 


life, are bur light and incon{idera-. 


ble. The Apoſtle tells us, God # 
not aſhamed to be called the God of 
his people, having prepared a City 
for them. The preparations that 
he hath made for them, are an- 


ſwerable. 
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ſwerable to the bounty and muni- 
ficence of ſuch a Majelty ; though 
they here mourn whilſt others re- 
joyce, and though he here make 
them bear the Croſs, whilſt his pro» - 
fefſed Enemies wear the Crown... 
Now it would be much below the 
greatnefſe and glory of fuch a Ma» 
Jeſty, to boaſt of his own gifcs a» - 
bove che real worth of them, and 


flatter men into his ſervice by poſ- 


ſeſing them with high cxpeCtaci- 
ons of great matters, whith the 
enjoyment of will not anſwer the 
hopes which God himſelf hath 
drawn us into. And we may be 
molt ſecute chat he will not give 
ſuch advantage to any Creature to - 


_ enter into judgment with him. 


Now let us conlider what ſome of 
us have ſeen in the interviews, per- - 
haps of Princes, the Coronation 
or marriage of Kings, or on other 
occaſions, yet we have heard of 
more than we have ſeen. We have - 
heard of che Glory of Solomon,and 
many other great Princes, exceed- 


Ing whar our times have to boaſt 


of, and yet we can enlarge our 
thoughes , 
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thoughts to ſomething above- 


theſe, and let our minds wander 
into the four corners of, the earch, 
to fetch in the Glory and (ſplendor 
of the World ; to make up to our 
ſelves an 14ee of happineſle, and 
yet when we have framed ſuch an 
Utopia, ſuch an imaginary Glory, 
God/( who is roo great, and too 
good, to deceive poor mortals ) 

ath given usto underſtand thar 
his preparations for his Saints are 
{omewhat above all this, and that 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, mov. 


the heart of Mgn conceived what he 


bath laid up for thoſe that love him, 

In the next place, let us con- 
{ſider that ic is the bleſſed ſtate of 
Angels, which are firlt of more en- 
larged capacities than Men, and 
yet they find. a perfc& felicity 
therein, We ſhould not make a 
Judgment of the ſtate, and magni- 
ticence of a Princes Court, by the 
reports of ſome poor Pealant, wha 
( we might eaſily imagine ) would 
be ready to admire any thing 
which he ſhould ſee above the 


pomp of his Landlords houſe, 
4 where 
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where he uſed perhaps to labour, 
or go ſometimes to pay ſome poor 
rent, but we ſhould more ealily 
believe ſome noble Courtier of a 
more raiſed mind, or ſome Am- 
baſſador that hath ſeen the pomp 
of ſeveral Princes Courts, and 
knows what belongs to State and 
greatneſſe, It had been no great 
matter to have heard Paul boalt of 
what he ſaw in Paradiſe, who was 
carryed from theſe poor Cottages 
of clay, to the Court of Heaven 3 
like David from the Sitceptold to 
Sauls Court. Bur the Angels con» 
tinually adoring the Glory of their 
King, and (inging perpetual Hat- 
lelujahs to him, doth ealily pers 
ſwade rhar che Glory of che 'Ca- 
leſtial Court, is far above whar 
mortal eyes ever (aw. And be- 
fides, the enlarged capacities of 
Angels, we may conlider that they 
are incorporeal, ſo that theſe cor- 
poreal delights aid pleaſures, 
which we have che moſt clear 
and lively apprehenſion of, make 
up none of cheir happinefle ; bur, 
belides ſuch delights, which irs 

likely 
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likely we ſhall not want in Heas» 
ven, ( there are more pure and 
ſpiricual delights, enough to make 
an Angel happy; which we can 
ſcarce conceive any thing of, A 
further conſideration, which may 
argue the happinefſe of that fu- 
ture ſtate, is the greatne(s and 
Glory of many wicked mcn here 
M his World, Let us but confi. 
der , how the great ones of the 
Earth, many of which have been 
wicked men, do baih themſelves 
continually in Rivers of pleaſure, 
and enjoy for many years toge= 
ther whatever tkeir hearts can 
wiſh, and what we ordinarily ſee 
great ones now enjoy is little to 
the Glory of a Belſhazzer, a Dari- 
us, an Alexander, a Nero, the 
Grand $ignior;the Kings of Chixa ; 
and yet all this is but as che 
crumbs thac fall from the Chil- 
drens table... What then can we 
imagine them to be fed with? theſe 
are bur the ſpillings, or the over- 
flowings of his bounty to his 
very Enemies : how great thea is 
that which he hath reſerved for 

thoſe, . 
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tliaſe, t o whom he hath purpoſed 
to ſhew the exceeding Kiches: of by 
Grace, to give the World a proof 
. of his bounty and Glory? as a 
Prince that would make an enter- 
tainment for oſtentation, and ſhew 
his great reſpe& to ſome of his 
ſpecial and molt beloved friends. 
We read oftei in Scripture of the 
preparations that God hath made 
tor his Saints, which is but a me- 
taphorical expreſſion of the great- 
nefſe of that glory, which-he hath 
ordained them to; as thoſe enter» 
tainments which Men dolong pre- 
pare for, do far exceed what they 
ona ſudden make, being unaiwares 
ſurprized by che coming of their 
friends. I will yer add another 
pcoof of the greatneſſe of that 
Glory, which we hope for; taken 
from che tore-talts , which many 
have of it here, which.hath made 
them Glory. in tribulacions, cri- 
umph inthe flames, and not only 
zbated, but wholly taken away 
the ſenſe of the moſt exquijite tor= 
ments,that ſome Martyrs have felt 
N9 more in the fire, than if = 
a 
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Had been in a bed of Roſes. Some 
afcer long conflicts and terrors,. 
have had ſuch raviſhing joys, that | 
they have cryed to God to hold, | 
they could bear no more. If (ſuch 
glimpſes have fo raviſhed them, 
what 15 the full view and clear viſt- | 
on?Let us imagine a confefion,the 
leaſt drop of which diſtilled intoa 
draught of -Gall, or Wormwood, 
or whatever can be ſuppoſed to be 
more bicter and diſtaſttul, ſhould 
wholly alter thetaſt of ic, making 
it moſt pleaſing and delicious, how 
ſweer would a full draught of it be 
 withour the leaſt mixture of any 
thing diſtaſtful and unpleaſing : lo 
if ſuch drops of fpiritual joys are 
able to {weeten the bitrerelt cup 
of a\ftiftions, what fjhall we chink 
of bathing our ſelves, and drinks 
ing our hil in thoſe Rivers of plea- 
ſare at Gods right hand for evers* 
more, Without theleaſt mixcure of 
any forrow or trouble to allay the 
fweerneſle thereof ? 

I have hithercoin general;ſhew- 
ed that the Glory of Heaven is 
like to be very great and incon- 

cetyable, 
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ceivable, much more inexpreſſible, 
but I have not yet attempted to 
ſhew what 3t is, or wherein it con- 
fiſts, and while I Gay ir is not tobe 
expreſſed, if I ſhould go about to 
ſet it forth fully, there would be 
contradiciio in termini, (o that all 
I dare pretend to, is ſome rude 
delineation of that ſtate of happi- 
nefle. Man is made up of two: e(- 
fencial parts, Soul and Body, now 
though the'Soul be the more noble 
parc, yet doubtleſſe the body ſhall 
have its ſhare in this felicicy, If 
God hath fo far honoured chem, 
as to makethem the Temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and given Chriſt a 
charge that he ſhould loſe nothing 
of what he hath given him, buc 
raiſe up. our ſcattered duſt at the 
laſt day, Fob. 6. 39. he hath cer- 
tainly referved a reward for that 
which hath had ſo great a ſhare 
in our (ufferings here; and he hath 
told us 11 general, that he will by 
his Nivine power change our vile 
budies, end make them like his glo= 
riows body, but fureas we approach 
nearer to the nature of God in 

Our 
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our ſouls, ſo they ſhall have the 
greateſt (hare of future Glory , 
and in general it ſhall be wich che 
Glory wherewith Chrift was glori- 
fied from Ecernity, and after his 
ſuffering, and this ſhall be by che 
enjoyment of God, which is the | - 
atiing of the perfefted faculties and | 
affeions of our Souls upon him. E= | 
very ſenſe hath ics proper obje& 
in the enjoyment of which it takes 
complacency according to the 
ſuitableneſle of che obje thereto, 
andaccording to the nature of the 
obje&, and the capacity of the ſenſe 
for receiving it, or ating upon it, 
ſuch is the pleaſure that it finds 
therein, andthe more noble the 
faculty and the obje& are, the 
more noble is the delight which a» 
riſeth from the Union betwixt 
them, ſo that all Philoſophers are 
agreed, that incellefual delights 
exceed (ſenſual pleaſures, Now 
Heaven our Souls ſhall be perfect- 
ed according to the capacity of a 
finice being ; otherwiſe they would 
be no more capable of enjoying 
God, than. a deaf man of _ 
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delighted with muſick, or a blind 
man in the molt perfe& beauty, 
therefore we are (aid to be made 
meet, ro be pattakers of an inheri= 
tance with the Saints in light ; ſan- 
fification, qualifying us naturally 
for Heaven, as juftification doth mo- 
rally; and God himſelf ſhall be the 
obje& of our happineiſe, whom 
we {hall ſee as heis, and love him, 
and delight in him accoring to 
his goodnefſe and glory ; | know it 
is hard for us to conceive what it 
is to enjoyGod, but to help us in 
the conception of it, let us confider 
a lictle what it is to enjoy a friend, 
to have an abſenc friend is a com» 
fort, but to be with him is a great 
addition to our contentment, to 
receive the expreſſions of their 
love, and co teſtifie ours to them. 
Thoſe who are of a more noble 
and generous complexion, find 
moretrueſatisfa&ion herein, than 
in Whatever elſe this World can 
_ afford them, and what is it thar 
endears another to us, but Love 
and Lovelineſſe? where there are 
amiable endowments in perſons of 

worth, 
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worth, they command an eſteem 


from us, though they know us not, 
and though we are never the bet- 


terfor chem; but where they have | 


a particular affection to us, take us 
intotheir boſom, make us of their 
entire friends, this doth muck 
moreengearthemto us. Now (as 
I have already ſaid ) we find in 
God, in a far more eminent de- 
gree, that which renders the Crea- 
tures amiable and lovely. Belides: 
lis goodneſſe towards the whole 
Creation, which the Earch is full 
of, his ſpecial favour to Mankind, 
and it may be to us above many 
thouſands of others ; the exceeding 
Riches of Grace towards the Elect, 
which Men and Angels ſhall ad- 
mire to the days of Eternity , 
there is that Beauty ( that is in» 
telle&ual beauty, or ſuch Beauty 
as 1s objeted to the underſtand- 
ig _) which will raviſh the whole 
itelle&ual Creation. His V/iſ4om 
is unſearchable, his Power irrelitta- 
ble, and his Grace and Clemency 
as far exceeding what is to be 
found inthe Creature, as his Ma- 
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jefyan d Glory, Job had heard of 
God , bur when he came to ſee 
him, abhorred hiniſelf to fee the 
- infinite diſtance betwixt the Sove- 
raign Creator, aid a poor Mortal; 
that durſt diſpute the cale with 
him. . Oh ! what thoughts (hall we 
have of God when we come to lee 
him as he is? What altonithmenc 
will ſeize upon us ? what confult- 
on will cover us when we (ce what 
a God it is, whoſe grace we have 
ſo oft deſpiſed, whole patience we 
have (ſo long abuſed, whoſe autho- 
ry we have ſo boldly contemned, 
and yet (re that he who had us al- 
wayes at his mercy, and could at 
his pleaſure avenge himſelt on us, 
ſhould pardon us for his own ſake, 
and make ſuch glorious preparati- 
ons for us 2 We {hall then per- 
f: &ly underſtand all che dimenti- 
ons of his love, and continually 
as ic w2re read the'itorics of ir. We 
may the berter conceive of it by 
- fanicying ro our (el ves, what a fin- 
gular favour it would be to have 
{ome great Princeitake a ſingular 
altcEion ro 5, though we did the 
| leaſt 
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leaſt of any in the World deſerve | 
ict, and had diſ-obliged him by a ' 


thouſand provocations,if he ſhould 
take us home to his houſe, and 
maintain us alwayes at his table, 
keep us alwayes in his preſence, 
this would fall infinitely ſhort of 
that love which God will manifeſt 
to us, and what an addiction will 
it be to our happineſſe to ſee him 
in his Glory, who hath loved us, 
and waſhed us from our fins in his 
blood ? the ſtory of whoſe love we 
have (ſo oft. read over, a fight of 
whoſe Face though but through 
the Glais of Faich we have ſo oft, 
ſo long deiiredand lamented afcer, 
to have the (ociety of the nnzmes 
rable company of Ang-ls, and the 
general a{{zmbly of jutt men made 
perfeft, a meeting of the Saiirs of 
all Ages and places, an\| thefe per- 
feed bogh in Grace and Glory,(0 
that they (hall have no inticnuries, 
no Pride, Ignorance, ſelf-ſecking 
co exercite Our CHarity or paticencez 
no ſuff:rings co move our pitz, or 
compaihtion; and we {hall never 
need to dilquiet our ſelycs with 
the 
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the thoughts of ſuch a ſad parting 
as Paul had, Acis 20.39. We thalt 
keep an everlajting Ho!y-Day, (he 
marriage of the Lamb thall be tor 
ever celebrated by all his Friends , 
and as Eternity will perpetuate 
our happineſle, and make it the 
greater extenſive, (o the aſſurance 
and confideration hereof will 
heighten ir, and make it grearcr 
intenſive, and every moment of 
our felicity will be more fweet to 
us, inthat we fhall never be dif- 
quieted with the thoughts that 
our condition ( as happy asit1s 
will one day have an end. 
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SECT. X. 
The neceſſatyof holineſ#to ſal» 


vation, proved by many 
plain Scriptures. Objeti- 
ons anſwered. The impru- 
dence of being but formal 
haif Chrijtians, and the ad- 
vantages that ſtiF ſerious 
Chriſtians have above ſuch, 


Hereis yet another conliderati- 

on which willmuch enhance the 
glory of Heavenzbut before I come 
to ſpeak of thac, I muſt ſhew how 
necefiary an holy converſation is 
to che enjoyment of ir. Mauy 
have entertained a ſuſpition, that 
ſome moroſe Men peeviſhly envi- 
ous againſt che happineſſe and con- 
tentment of Mankind, and too 
ſuperſtitiouſly preciſe, would lay 
upon them a yoke which neither 
they, nor their Fathers were able 
to bear, confiving their liberty 
co too narrow boiunds, and fright» 
ing chum from Feiligion, by exact» 
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(97: 
ing ſo much ſtrianeſle and ſeveri- 
ty. Now. that 1 may not ſeem to 
any to make the way co Heaven 
morenarrow than God hath made 
ic, I will but ſet down the plain 
words of God himſelf, not tofpeak 
of what thoſe have attained to,who 
yer are plainly declared co be un- 
der the ſentence okcondemnation, 
and in a ſtate of wrath. I ſhall 
only inſtance in ſome places where 
the Scripture ſets down what 1s 
indiſpentibly neceſſary to ſalvati- 
on, or whac doth plainly argue, 
a Man to be in the ſtate of damna- 
tion, Math. 5.20, I ſay unto you, 
that cxcept your righteouſreſſe exceed 
the righteouſn: (ſe of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ( who yet went a greag 
way in the Profeſſion of Religion, 
and in both Moral and Ceremoni- 
al righteouſneſle ) you ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Cap. 6. 20. Where your Trea- 
ſure i4, there will your heart be alſo, 
Cap. 7.13.' Euter ye in at the ſtrait 
Gate,for wide is the Gate, and broad 
is the way that leadst0 deſirutiion,and 
there be many which go in th.reat; bur 
F ſtrait 
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trait 3s the Gate, and narrow 44 the | 
Way that leads t0 life, and few there | 
be that find it. Verſe 21. Not eve- 
7y one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, * 
fall enter into the Kingdom of Hea-« 
ven, but he that doth the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven.cap.12436. | 
Every idle word that a man ſhall ſpeak, + 
be ſhall give an account therecf in the 
Day of Fudgiment. Cap. 16, 24. If 
any Man will come after me, let him 
deny himſelf, and take up hy Croſs 
and follow we. Mark. 8. 38. Who- 
ſoever ſhall te aſhamed cf me, and of 
my words in this adulterous and fits 
ful Generation , of bim alſs ſhall the 
Son of Man be aſhamed when he Comes 
21 the Glory of the Futher with ha holy 
Angels. Luk. 13. 24. Strive to enter 
in at the ſirait Gate, for many IT ſay, 
-vHty you ſhall ſeck, to enter, and ſhall 
net be able. John. 3.5. Except 4 
Man be born of water, and of 1he 
ſpirit, be Cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. Rom. $. 9g. If any Man 
kav? wot the ſpirit of Chrijt , be #s 
none of hy. Veile. 13:.TIf ye live af- 
ter th- fleſh ye ſhall dye, 2 Cor.5.17« 
1tiny M.n.etn Crit , he 11 @ new 
C reas 
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Creature. Gal. 5- 6. For i# Chriſt 
Feſus neither circumciſion avails any 
thing, nor uncircumcifion, but Faith 
that worketh by love, Cap. 6.7, 8. 


| Benotdeceived, God is not mocked, 


for whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that 
ſhall he alſo reap ; for he that ſoweth 
to the fleſh, ſhall of his fleſh alſo reap 
corruption, but he that ſoweth to the 
ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life e- 
verlaſting. Heb. 12. 14. Follow 
peace with all men and holineſs, with- 
ort which no man ſhall ſce the Lord. 
Jam, 2. 19, 20. Tbou believeſt there 
5 one God, thou doft well : the Devils 
alſo believe and tremble.” But wil 
thuknow, O vain man, that faith 
without works dead? 1 Pet. 4. 18, 
If the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the ſinner and the ungodly 
appear ? 1 John 1.6. If we ſay we 
have fellowſhip with him, and walk, 
in darkueſſe, we lye and do nor the 
truth, Cap. 2. 4. He that ſaith I 
know bim and keepeth not bis com- 
mandments, iz a lyar, and the truth 
# not in him, I might add many 
like words out ot the Scripture of 
truth , but it may be thee are e- 

F 2 nough 
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ough to make many (ay,J}ho then 
can be ſaved ? But let God be true 
whatever becomes of Man,andiirt is 
that which hath been told us, that 
few find the narrow way that leads 
to lite. If any obje& the failings | 
of ſuch as David and Peter, the 
ſame Scriptures that tell of them, 
rell us of their repentance and bit- 
ter tears. If any wonder how this 
ſhould be confiſtent with the mer- 
cy of God, I anſwer there are 0+ 
ther objefts whereon he ſhewerh 
the Riches of his mercy, even the 
ſmall remnant that (hall be ſaved. 

id when we come to (ee ( at the 
laſt day ) the evil of (in, the ho- 
lincfſe of God, the preparations 
which God hath made for {inners, 
we ſhall rather admire that he 
ſhould ſave any,than that he ſhould 
ſave no more. Andaif the pardon 
of fin were ſuch a lighe matcer 
thar God {ſhould be charged with 
ſevericy, if he hearken nor to the 
cries of ſinners, which neceility doth 
at laſt force chem to,he might have 
ſpared che rrouble(as | may take li- 
berry to ſpeak)ot icnding lis fon 
yea, 
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yea,(as I may further ſayYſpared his 
glorying of his unconceivable love 
in giving Chriſt co dye for finners, 
and it is an 1gnorant conceit to 
think that ſuch a ſtri& exaCtion_ 
of holyneſſe ſtraitens the grace 
of the Goſpel when icis much of 
the Grace we receive by Chritt co 
be turned from our iniquities, Adis 
2. 26. Rom. 7.1. &c. The end of 
our redemption is to be a peculiar 
people zealous of good works. Tit, 
2. 14. The chiefarticle of the Co- 
venant of Grace is to have the 
Law of God written in our hearts, 
Heb. 8. 9. our chief glory to be 
like our heavenly Father in bdly= 
neſſe. 1 Pet. 1.15. The great advan- 
tage we have by the promiſes to be 
made Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture, 2 Per. 1. 4. So that let men 
flatter themſelves with vain pre- 
ſumptions, and. delude their own 
ſouls by drawing their deſires into 
opinion , and from wiſhing, they 
might have peace,, though they gu 
on in the wayes of thcir own 
hearts, proceed co believe that ir 
will be ſo. Theſe words will cer» 
F 3 tainly 
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tainly take ho!d sf them, Zach. 1. 6, 
and judge them at the laſt day. | 
may further add, that it 1s the |; 
_ greateſt imprudence for men to be 

but half Chriſtians, or to make 
ſome profeſtion of Religion , and | 
nat to ſtrive to attain to ſome pers | 
fe&ion in it, both as the refleftion 
on ſuch an indifferency, or luke» | 
warmneſs, will be an aggravation 
of Mens miſery , while they ſhall 
think with themſelves they were 
near to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and were ſhut out becauſe they 
went not a little further, they 
were fair for ſtriking a bargain 
for the Rich Pearl, and yet parted 
for a (mall matter. As if a Mer- 
chance ſhould go near to Peru, or 
ſome other. place where there is 
Goldin abundance, and through 
a ſluggiſh lazy ſtupidity,come back 
empty ; or as if Columbus, when 
he was near to the Coaſts of A- 
merica, ſhould have been forced, 
through the mutiny of his Soldi- 
ers, tO return and loſe the honour 
and advantage of his enterprize. 
It is pity toruna race, and = 
the 
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the prize through negligence,. . 
when we COme within Aa fevs 
ſteps of the Goal), If we will do 
any thing in Religion , Fer us go 
through with it, ang not loſe the 
future reward of it, which is moſt 
conſiderable .through floathfu]- 
neſs.. And it 15 farther tojy>e con» 
ſidered, that thoſe who are but 
half Chriſtians and ſmatterers in 
Religion, know nothing of 
thoſe ſpiritual comforts, that de- 
light in communion with God in 
his ordinances, joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, which thoſe who are truly 
Godly have cxperience of ; thoſe 
whoare but ſmatterers or bunglers 
in any Art, Science, Trade, find 
them difficult, when they are eaſfic 
and delightful to thoſe who are 
Maſters of them, and throughly 
underſtand them ; as the wiſe Man 
ſaith, knowledge is eaſie td bim that 
uuderftands, AS there is great 
difference in the reading of a Claſ< 
fick, Author by the Majter and the 
Schollar, the Schellar looks upon 
it as a great task to conſtrue it, and 
15 glad when it 1s over,not minding 

F 4 the 
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the things themſelves expreſſed by 
che words, while the Maſter who 


' 


| 


minds the matter,and underſtands | 
it well, is tranſported with plea- | 
ſure to obſerve the elegancy of ſtile, | 


height of fancy, depth of judgment, 
ftrength”of reaſon, ſubtilty of Wit, 
candor of mind which is in the Au- 
thor. So, while a Man is but a 
Chriſtian in name, and hath but 
a form of Godlineſſe, the exerciſes 
of Religion are a burthen to him, 
and he doth them only as a task to 
eſcape Hell fire, as a School-boy 
gets his Leſſon to eſcape the Rod, 
but he that is a Chriſtian indeed, 
finds that ſweetnefſe in the word 
of God, that it is to him as boney 
and the honey comb, the joy and re« 
Joycing of bis Soul. He is glad 
when he can ſteal an opportunity 
to pray ; he finds ſo much com- 
fort in communion with God 
therein, and can ſay with Chriſt; 
it is bis meat to do the will of his 
Heavenly Father, and the teſtimo- 
ny of his Conſcience is to him as a 
continual feaſt, and makes the pra- 


fice of holineſſe more pleaſanc to 
him 
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him, than all che delights of fin: 
aretoa wicked man, And as it is 
in trading, he that doth nor 
throughly underſtand his Trade, 
cannot make his beſt advantage of 
it to: thrive by ir, and fo grows 
weary of it, or turns bankrupt 3 
when he that js well ſeen} in che 
myltery of it, and knows ;how to 
improve every opportunity of 
gain , and ſo finds the beniefic of ic, 
makes a pleaſure of his bufineſle, , 
and will not be perſwadedto leave. 
it off, So he chart is bur a'Chriſti- 
an in ſhew, and finds not that real 
advancage which others.do of a 
ſtrict walking with God, nor an 

return of. cheir formal hearcleſſs 
prayers, grow weary of Religion, , 
_ andatlength ic may be calt it off, 
| While the real (erious Chriſtian-by. 
the Rich returns of his fiacere and: 
fervent prayers, ,and the/ benefic 
which he fiiids by a cloſe 'walking 
with God, is to confirmed in his 
holy profciſion, thac nothing ſhall 
make 11m caſt it off, or think. it a: 
burden, 
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SESTT; Xl. 


The miſery of wicked Men af- 
ter this life demonſtrated 
from Scriptures, from the | 
ſufferings of Godly Men | 
here in this World, from. 
terrors of conſcience in good 
and bad, from the Devils 
trembling at the thoughts 
of it, which they have not 
Jo much reaſon for as Man, | 
* The puniſhment of loſſewith | 
the ageravations of it. The 
puniſhment of ſenſe exqui- 

_ fe, without allay or inter- 
miſſuon, without end, | 


ITE 


Shall now proceed to that 0» 
ther conſideration, which will 
make the happineſſe of Heaven 
much greater; yea which conlt- 
dered apart, doth much com- 
mend the excellency of Holinefle, 


and clearly demonſtrate how much 
| it. 
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ic is the intereſt of mankind to fol- 
lowafrer it, damnum emergens is 
as much to be conſidered as /ucrum 
ceſſans, We lhould not only con- 
ſider the reward of Hol:n:fſe, bur 
the wages of ſin; if a ſinncr conld. 
ceaſe to be, or might be annihila- 
red when he dyes, or if there were 
any ſtate between Heaven and Hell, 
our plea would have leſs force: bnc 
there will be bur two ranks of 
Men at the l»ſt jadgment, whereof 
one ſhall go into eternal life, rhe 0- 
ther into everlaſtinz puniſhment, 
M1t. 25. 46. Now [I (hall ufe the 
ſame mechod in conlidering this 
{tate of ungoilly men after the end 
of the World, which I followe4 
in conſidering the (tate of ' holy 
men, Firlt,*giving (ome general 
demonſtrations of the miſery of it, 
then ſome particular reaſons why 
ic wili be (o intollerable. As firit, 
the Glory of Heaven may ve una- 
gined to be exceeding great by the 
preparations waich Gol is (aid co 
have made for it ; (o by the ſame 
Anthropopathy we may conceive of 
the miſery of Hell, God being (aid 
| co, 
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to prepare the puniſhment of che. 
damned. Mat. 25. 41. Ic is ſaid in- 
deed it is prepured for the Devil. 
and bis Angels, but. wicked men, 
ſhall be co-heirs with .chem, of the 
ſame miſery, He is laying up his. 
pile of Fire and Wood. Iſa. 30. 33. 
andlaying finners as ſtubble in che. 
Sun todry, chat the eternal flames 
may. prey more furiouſly upon. 
them, Nabum 1. 10. ſuffering them. 
to fill nptbe meaſure of therr iniquity, | 
and ſo to treaſure up to themſelves. | 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, that, 
they may be fit  fof deſtruGion. Lec 
ns in the next place conſider what 
Godly men have ſuffered in this. 
Life,read but the Marryrolegies and. 
ſee the dreadful rormen:ts that the. 
Martyrs have ſuffered, enough to 
make one tremble,at che reading, 
af them 3; andif theſe things be 
done to the green tree, thoſe who. 
are the obje&s of Gods love, and 
dear unto him as the apple of his 
eye, ſuch on whom he hath deter- 
mined to ſhew the Riches of his 
mercy, What will be done co the 
&y with whom he is angry every, 

ay, 


(199) 
day,and on whom he will ſhew the: 
power of bis wrath? if judgment begin 
at the honſe of God, what will be the. 
end of thoſe that obey not the Goſpel ? 
Further, lect us conſider the cer- 
rors of Conſcience which Godly, 
men have ſuffered in this World,, 
when they have had lively appre- 
henſjons of the di{pleaſure.of God 
againſt them.. If his rebukes have 
made'them conſume as a math,fretting, 
a garment,if his frowns bave diftra- 
&ed them and made them roar. 
through the diſquietneſſe of their ſpi» 
rit; What will ic be tor his jealou- 
fiero ſmoak.an«d his wrath co burn, 
like-fire for ever? Again,let us con- 
ſider what horrors wicked men 
have felc in their con(ciences 
in this life, which are bur the fore- 
ralts of thac miſery which they. 
ſball endure for. ever. Read bur 
the ſtories of Vaninws, Spira, &c. 
who have dyed in deſpair, if ſuch 
drops of wrath lec fall like (calding 
Lead upon the Soul, have ſo hide- 
ouſly amazed and rerritied, ſurely 
It is dreadful and aſtoniſhing to be 
caſt injo the lake that burns with 
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fire and byimſtone for ever, And 
though there be many now can 
harden themſelves againſt Gol; 
and think by a ftorcal apathy to 
bear whatever God can inflict, yer 
ſome have found the begin+ 
nings of Hell in their Conſciences, 
worile a thouſand times than all 
the corments which the cruelty of 
Tyrants, or incarnate furies could 
ever invent. And whereas ſome 
may think ( with Fpira ) that the 
expeCtation of fucure miſery, is 
worſe than the ſuffering of ir, it is 
4 wide miſtake,for according as Mut 
feareth, ſo is bis anger, Pa). 90. 11, 
ordinary calamities indeed are for 
the mult part worſe feared than 
F-lc,,buc when a man hach raiſed 
his mind tothe molt dreadful and 
amazing apprehentons of che dife 
pleature of God, and the (everity 
of his vengeance, he cannor reach 
che valtnci]? of it,chereis yer 2 p/us 
ultra, (omewhat further, as it is in 
our apprehentions of the Glory 
and happineſſe of Heaven : and at 
the laſt day the great 2ni} mighty 
men of the Wocld, who have ſer 

the 
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the judgements of God far above, . 
our of their fight, and (corned his 
threats, as a meer brutum fulmen, 
or a Mormo co fright Chrildren 
and ſuperſtitious fools, would be 
glad if they knew how, to run un- 
der the Rocks and Monntains to 
hide themſelves from the terrible 
Majeſty of their Judge, and(coal- 
lude co the words of S., Paul, 2 Cor. 
10. 11, Let ſuch think that as God 
is now in his word when he ſeems 
to be abſent from them, ſach will 
he be alſo indeed, when he ſhall 
manifeſt his preſence and his righ= 
teous judgment. We begin tothink. 
meanly of all whom we can ſee 
through or goabour, it is income 
prehenſibleneſs that commands a 
veneration,& that we ſhall alwayes 
find im God both as to the Gio= 
ry of his Grace,and as to the gr: «t- 
nefleof his Power and wrath, Lec 
us yet goa ſtep further, and con- 
iider che apprehenfions which the 
Devils have of this condition, ( for 
they and wicked men ( a$was be- 
tore obſerved ) are fellow heirs vf 
the ſame miſery) and theſe eremble 
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at the thoughts of it, chat-is, have 
dread full amazing apprehenfions 
at the expeCation of it, the conſe- 
guent in that place being. put tor 
the antecedent, according to the u- 
ſual phraſeology of Scripture; they. 
ſeem not to have ſo much reaſon. + 
to be troubled at the thoughts of | 
It as men have, their fins perhaps 
may. have (ome aggravations,, 
which the fins of Men have not ;. 
yer, Ithink there is nothing can 
aggravate it ſoas the contempt of 
the Goſpel, which they are not 
guilty of They had not a board. 
aſter Shipwrack,, whereon they 
might have ſaved themſelves, if jc 
had not been their own fault. As: 
gain, they have no bodies to be 
tormented as we have, many can» 
not apprehend how the Soul ſhould, 
be capable of any conliderable 
torment, and they. think. they. 
could laugh at any puniſhmenc 
that could be inflited on the Soul, 
were it not for bodily ſufferings, 
whick they have a clearer appre- 
henfion,and a morelively ſenic of: 


but, belides all that weare copeben 
of. 
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of ſuffering in our bodies, we are 
capable of ſuffering the ſame in our 
ſouls, which the Devils are ſaid co 
tremble at the belief of, bur it 1s 
with us, as it is with ljctle Chil- 
dren,whoare pleaſed perhaps with 
"the pomp of their Fathers or Mo- 
thers Funeral, and proud of their 
mourning Cloaths, but are not (en- 
fible of their own loſſe, when thoſe 
that are grown up to years of 
reaſon and judgement, wring their 
hands to think of what (ad conſe- 
quence ſuch a loſſe will be co them. 
And in this reſpe@ it is ſaid, Wiſ- 
dom arms miſery againſt it ſelf. We 
glory in that which is our ſhame, 
and the cauſe of our miſery, while 
the Devils tremble, who know 
what ic is to loſe Heaven, ( having 
been already in it) and know 
what Hell is, becauſe they have felc 
it, chey cercainly believe theſe 
things,having more underſtanding 
to. apprehend the clear demon» 
ſtrations ofthe truth of them,they 
have their minds more fixed on 
theſe things which are the matter 
of their torment being more in or 
an 
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and lefſe in Power chan weare. We 
know not now what it 1s to loſe 
God and Heaven, bur we ſhall 


know when we ſhall fee them, not 


toenj.ythem,but co envythem. We 


are ready to flarter our (eives into 
hopes,that theſe things may nor be 
tr::c3 or our thoughts are ordina- 
rily diverted to other things. And 
the Devil keeps that ouc of our 
minds, which he knows not how 
tokeep our of his own, leſt conft- 
dering wellof ir, we ſhould be in- 
duced thereby to believe, and (0 
obt1infalvacion. Luke 8, 14. For a 
concluſion of cheſe generol deinons 
ſtrations, I mighe add Chriſts im» 
portunate preſſing of Men to flee 
from the wrath to come, though 
through ſo many hardſhips aad 
difficulties, which he calls them 
to: he wept over ſinners, and was 
grieved for the hardneſfſe of their 
hearts, as ſometimes Ferewy was, 
or as Aidanw, a good man in this 
Nation, wept tothink of the miſe» 
ries which were coming upon it, 
Sinners go on careleſly and ſe- 


curely, like an Ox to the Slaughter 
67 
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or & fool to the correGion of the ſtocks, 
but Chriſt paſſionately pleads with 
them, to divert them from their 
own wayes, knowing how little 
they conſider the miſery of thoſe 
devouring flames, which they are 
caſting themſelves into, Now for 
provine more particularly, that 
this rifery which ungodly men. 
ſhall endure, is very (ad and dread- 
fu!, Firſt, we ſhall not only know 
(a< 1 before intimated) the worth 
oi ihat Glory which we have loſt, 
but we ſhall be convinced that we 
have loſt it through our own faulc. 
Many think now to harden them- 
ſelves at the day of judgement a- 
gainſt God, and impeach him of 
rigor and injuſtice, if he ſhould 
doom them to an Eternal Hell, 
but then when their Conſciences 
are awakened, they will own their 
guilt, and ſay as Fudas, I have ſin- 
ned, Mat. 27.4. though he did no- 
thing but by the determinate coun- 
ſel and fore-knewledge of God, and 
that which Satan bad put into bis 
beart, John 13.2. Ad. 2. 23. And 
it will be an aggravation of Mens 
miſery, 
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miſery; that they ſhould loſe Heas» 
ven through their own carelefſſe- 
nefſe, and exchange it for a trifle ; 
ſhould a Man have a dear Wife 
dangeroully fick, and give her poy- 
ſon ro kill her, inſtead of Phy lick 
to cure her, meerly through his 
- own negligence, ſurely ke would 
bury himſelf with her, when he 
ſhould ſee his own overſight , or 
ſhould he in a drunken fit ſtab his 
Children, certainly his firſt work 
afcer he ſhould come to himſelf a- 
g2in,would be to ſtab himſelf; bur 
what are theſe to our (ſouls, our 
darlings, our only ones Pſal.22.10. 
which we wound worſe than the 
poorLunatick man,that cut himſelf 
with ſtones : we ſhall come to our 
ſelves, and have far different ap- 
prehenfions of all chings, as ſoon 
as our ſouls look out of theſe dark 
priſons of our bodies, and begin to 
ſee by chelight of another World. 
A child that ſhould have the wri- 
tings ofa fair Eſtate, and (ell them 
for erifles, looking but upon the 
bulk of paper or parchment, not 
regarding the contents of them, 


and 
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and afterwards when he comes to 
be 8 Man, ſhould live in diſgrace 
and miſery, whiles he ſees another 
bear high in the World with his 
Eftate, would bewail too lace his 
own childiſh vanicy 3 bue what 1s 
this to ourlelling of our hopes of 
Heaven for the pleaſures of {1n, in 
the midſt of which the beart zs ſor- 
rowful, and the end of which # hea- 
vineſſe ? regarding the Golpel no 
more than a ftvry our of Pliny, 
looking on the Scriptures but as 
waſt papers, Cleopatra's prodigali- 
ty in drinking a hittle Pearl] at one 
draughte was nothing to ours, we 
were never put to it as Liſyma- 
chi, to loſe a Kingdom, and ſub- 
je& our ſelves to perpetual ſlavery 
fora draught of water. Oh ! with 
what indignation ſhall we refle& 
upon our own folly and madneſle, 
when we (hall have time and occa«- 
fon to ſettle theſe things in our 
hearts, we ſhall need no Devils to 
torment us,no fire to burn us, our 
own conſciences will continually 
{courge us, and we (hall for ever 
be our own tormenters, when we 
{hall 
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ſhall be awakened to ſmite upon our 
thigh and ſay, what bave I done? 
there will be yet a further puniſh. 
ment of ſenſe, the Scripture calls 
it Fire and Brimſtone, which if we 
underſtand licerally, and in a Pro» 

er ſenſe, we may eafily imagine 
the dreadfulneſſe of ſuch a puniſh» 
ment, or at leaſt learn to under- 
ftand ic by holding our hand in a 
tort furnace but for one minute, 
and this 15s fire, which ſhall not ſud- 
denly devour or annihilate us (as 


ſome imagine g bur prey eternally | 


upon nfen , and never conſume 
them, otherwiſe the Devils, with 
whom (as | have obſerved) we (hall 
ſhare in the ſame n.1.ery would ra» 
ther rejoyce, than tremble at the 
thoughts of the Jaſt judgement, if 
' they ſhould then be preſently re- 
duced to nothing. See more ofthis 
in Auſtin De civitate Dei.lib.21.cap. 
10. But if we underſtand this figu- 
ratively, or metaphorically, then 
certainly God hath choſen that 
which is the moſt exquiſite pain, 
which we can conceive of, to- (et 
forch ſomerhing elle which we 
know 
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know not how otherwiſe to frame 
a notion of in our minds, and 
which doth as far exceed ſuch ſer » 
ſible things, as are uſed to expreſs 
it, as the Glory of Heaven doth 
exceed all that Glory which is 
borrowed from the” Creatures to 
exprels it to our weak imperfe& 
underſtandings, Further, this 
puniſhment will be without any al- 
lay, in Hell there is pure darkneſs, 
there will not be a drop of water 
allowed to refreſh in thoſe raging 
flames, and company which ſome 
talk of , will but increaſe mens 
torment ;z and as there will be no 
allay, ſono intermiſſion, no lucida 
intervalla, as there will be no night 
of Darkneſſe in Heaven, ſo there 
will be no night of ret in Hell, and 
to compleat the mifery of that 
condition, there will be no end of 
it, Eternity will make cheir mif<- 
ry perpetual, but the belief and 
con(ideration of eternity will make 
it inſupportable, an fwallow ten 
up in a hidequs de{puir, they thall 
be lk? wen toiſed in the midft of 
the Sea, the Waves 194112 one af- 
: SS y 
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ter another, if he could ſee any 
land behind thoſe proud ſurges, 
there might be ſome hopes; but ro 
ſee nothing but the vaſt Ocean,and 


the Waves (welling higher and 


higher, and raging againſt him 
like a Giant, chis is thac which 
amazeth him : and ſuch will che 


thoughts of Ecernicy be then to | 


miſerable ſinners, when lifcing up 
their heads to ſee if they can de- 
ſcry any end of their milery, they 


ſhall ſee chouſandsof Ages multi- | 
plying them(elves to intinicy, and 


there will be no remedy lefc , but 
they muſt (ink down into an ever- 
laſting deſpair ; neither will time 
or ſuffering ar all alleviate their 
miſery, as the Poet faith of thoſe, 
who by enduring poverty make it 
at lengch more ealie to be born: as 
our multiplyed thoughts of the 
happineſle of Heaven,will not cloy 
and weary, bur increaſe our pleas 
ſure and fruition; ſo will our 
thoughts of torment, more enrage 
thoſe eternal flames which ſhall 
buru within us, and make that 
burning furnace glow more and 
BOTrcy 
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more,that as the duration of mens 
miſery draws it, forth extenſively, 
ſo it will alſo. aggravate it nter- 
ſively, rill ic come to that extremi- 
ty, beyond which there can be 


imagined, no degrees to which it 
may be further heightened. 


— 


SECT. XII. 


How much Religion conduces 
to the good of humane Soci- 
eties. And firſt,of Families, 
preſeribing ſuch rules to all 
therein, as well obſerved, 
would make thera happy in 


; each other. ' 


F thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe 
for thy- ſelf, ſaith the 'wiſeſt' of 
Men. Prov. 9. 12; He that hath'the” 
fear of God ,' which is the begin- 
ning, or chief and principal of all 
wiſdom, doth'( as 1s evident from 
what hath been ſaid already ) beſt 
provide for himielf, and conſulc 
his own ſoveraign good, and in- 
deed God hath ouc of his abun- 
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dant': xgoodnefſe to - mankind, ſo' 
twiſted and intexywoven their = 
_ with his own glory in t 
bufineſte: of: our ſalvation, that 
while they beſt ſerve him, they do 
moſt advantage themſelves, and 
according as they ſeek his Glory, 
they promote their own happineſs; 
bur yet we are not born for our 
ſelves, but as every member ſhould 
doits office for the common good | 
of the whole body, ſo every Man 
thould as a member of the univerſe 
orcommunity, ftand'the whole in 
ſome ſtead; and not be as Wen or 
a VP olf,a diſeaſe or deformity only 
drawing away nouriſhment from 
the body, without doing it any ſer- 
Vice, being an unprofitable burden 
of the, earth, living undefiteg, dying 
nzlamented, Wherefore I will now 
come-to.confider; Man as.a foc;able 
Creature ; and as he ſtands in rela- 
tion to others, and ſo we ſhall find 
that a good Man is a cammon good, 
and, that Religion” and holineſle 
doth not only make men Tzadikim, 
or Juſt but Chafidim, or good, tor 
which ( if forany ) m:n will ven- 
X ture 
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ture their lives. Rom. 5. 7, And 
firſt, I ſhall conſider Mer in an Om 
conomical fiate, Families being the 
firſt in order among the Societies 
of Men, others being made up of a 
conjun&ion, or combination of ſee 
veral families,as families are made 
up of ſeveral perſons, Now in Fa=- 


' milies there is a threefold ſociecy. 


> < Parents & children. 


The 2 Paternal > > 
Maſters & ſervants. - 


The 1. Conjugal } 3 \ Hurband and Wife. 
The 3. Deſpotical\ % 


Though allcheſe not be found in 
every family,yet they .areall found 
in ſome, and ſome in all. And ler 
us but confider che Rules preſcri- 
bed to all theſe by Chriſt in che 
Goſpel, and we ſhall ſeea perfe& 
draught of Occonemicks, and che: 
molt. exa(t patgern of p* happy 
well governed Family. And ifany 
profefling Godlinefle do not come 
ap to ſuch rules, what I have under= 
taken to prove holds good in Theſs, 
and it is not Mens Godlineſle, bur 
their-want of it. which is co be bla- 
med; though we may find chis a= 
monglit Chriſtians, ſooner chan 
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_ 'Playo find his Common-wea!lth, or 
the Sfoicks their perfef man. For 
the Conjngal Society, Hubands are 
to love their Wives as themſelves , 
as their own bodies ; yea, as Chriſt 
toved his Churchza proof of which 
he gave in giving himſelf for ic, fo 
char he is to provide for her what- 
ever: is meet and neceflary, not 
to be bitter-againſt her, co be ten» | 
der towards her, giving honour co 
her,: by how much more honour 
God hath giverſto him, to inſtru 
her in whatever is meet for her to 
learn, of him; and in a word ts for- 
fake att others in the World, and 
cleave enly to her , reckoning her 
and hjmſcifno more two bur” one 
fleſh. / Frves on the other hand 
'are obliged to (ubmic themſelves 
to their Husbands,, to reverence 
them,to obey theryailigently, and 
frugally ro manage the affairs of 
their Family, and to eaſe their 
Husbands as far as may be of the 
burden of cares that lyes on them; 
and to carry rhemſelves, with chac 
prudence, modeſty, chattity, gra- 
vity, thac they may be a Crown 
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co.their Husbands, chat the heart 
of their Husbandy may truſt ſafely 
in them, and that .they may dp 
them good,, and,no burt all $heir 
dayes. Son the Paternal Society, 
Parents are: bound to cake care of 
the Souls of their Children, .andto 
bring them, up.in, the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,; to'tegch 
them the way, wherein.chey, ſhould 
walk, while they are young,! and 
to take care, of their bodies. alſo, 
providing for them,laying up por- 
tions for chem, andnot to.uſe. coo 
much rigor and, {everity, towards 
them,lo as fo diſcourage chemzyec 
to give them that. moderate cor- 
reion, which the vanity of child- 
hood and youth many times makes 
Try As Children are to:obe 

their Parents in all things lawful, 


'to honour Fs reverence them, ro 
requite thejr- care of them, by 


maintaining them{(ifneed require) 
in their Old Age concealing their 
inficmities,and abſtaining from all 
anyreogs of contempt and. dif- 
relpe&. In'the Deſporical Society. 
Maſters are obliged co exerciſe hu- 
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manicy'towards their Servants,not 
ruling chem with coo much impe- 
riouſnefſe, 'or rigor, conſidering 
chey havea Mafter themfelves like- 
wiſe in Heaven, by whom they 
would not be dealt with, in ftri&- 
neſsand ſeverity ; they areto pro- 
vide for them, to give them that 
whick is juft for there fervice; yea, 
that which is reaſonable and e- 

tal, rewarding induſtry and faith- 
neſs with more than. Servants 
can in ſtrifneſs require. So Ser- 
vents are bound to ſubmit chem- 
ſelves rp their Maſters, not only in 
"doing their work, buc doing it in 
fimplicity and fingleneſſe of heart, 
as to God, conſidering it as a duty 
which they owe to God, as well as 
'to Man, and that they myſt look 

for their recompence from him 
ſo they ruſt itudy co pleaſe their 
Maſters, not provoking by rude or 
croſs anſwers, not purloyning or 
waſting unneceſſarily their Maſters 
goods, not taking of their time, 
which is their Maſters, to ſpend in 
their own ſervice, or in pleaſure, 
or idlenefle. Oh! how happy 
would 
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would families be,if all therein did 
obſerve theſe rules 2 We ſhould 
haveno complaints ofche chucliſh- 
neſſe,” or carelefſeneſs of Hubends, 
of the Prodigalicy. and difloyalty 
of Vives, of the harſhne(s or (ſeve» 
rity of Parents and Maſters, of the 
undutifulneſs and unfaichfulneſle: 
of Children and Servants. 
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' How far Religion advances 


the happineſs of Kingdoms 
and Common-wealths, not 
only naturally, as it pre- 
ſcribes the beſt Laws, and 
rules to all ſorts of Perſons, 
and keeps Men within the 
bounds of their duty; But 
worally, as it brings down 
bleſſings, keeps off judee- 
ments.The falſe accuſations 
which Chriſtians have lain 
under inal! Ages. Julians 
wicked policy. | 


N On let us proceed to conſider 


Man in a Politick, State, as 
G 4 n 


, (128) 
part of a_ Kingdom or Common- 

ealch : and if we would deſcribe 
ſome Vtopia, or (ct down a, Model 
of a happy well governed, flouriſh- 
ing Common-Wealth; we need 
go no further than the Scriptures 
for our maxims, and deſcribe the 
ſeveral members of it according to 
what the. Goſpel requires that 
they ſhould be. I know the great | 
ones of the World have been jea- ' 
lous of the Kingdom of. Chriſt, as 
Herod was troubled, when he firſt 
heard of his Birth, I know not | 
what occaſion the abuſes of ſome | 
Impoſters may have given.to Mens | 
Prejudice and fſuſpition, but ( as [ 
{aid before) that the obſervation 
of Chriſts precepts would prevenc 
more diſeaſes, than his miracles 
cured, ſol may boldly affirm that 
his ſpiritual Kingdom, were it ſet 
upinthe World, (C that is, did his 
Laws take place, and were they 
duely obſerved ) they would at- 
trat more, and be more taking 
than his ſuppoſed earthly Mo- 
.narchy, which made multicudes 


run after him in the dayes of his 
| fleſh. 
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honour of. Religion , and- an evi-. 
dent argument of the real worth 
and excetllency of it, chat not only 


[thoſe whoſe corrupt affe&ions haxe 
-baffled:cheir \Judgemeacs: 50. be- 


lieve-:that Religion is .bur a fancy, 
a deviſed fable, or at leaſt-to with 
and. pretend;ic_to be ſo,. bus che 


wiſeſt of ſuch, men as have follow- 


ed:the.diftates of- natural reaſon, 


-and.men whom none can imagine 


to have been fore-ſtalled with too 
favourable 'an opinion of Religi- 
on', or to.- have. been undeiuore- 
apo, ſuperſtitiouſly over-aw'd hy 4 
Deity, that cheſe' FL, ſay, Cuel. as 
Plato, Plutarch, Tully, Seneca, Mx- 
chiavel, Campanella ,.. ſhould . look 
upon it as ſuch a good Engine for 
moving the huge bodies of. King-- 
doms and Common-Wealths; yea, . 
a neceſſary baſis to found gavern- 
ment upon, ( as Plutarch ſheweth) 
without which it can no more ſub- 
fiſt ,, than a Caſtle or City in. che 
air,, it. ſhews clearly that. there is 
that propofed-in Religion, which 
if . men , according}, $9. their - 0= 
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infor can be bur flattered iuto a, 
"belief of 'it will keep them in theic 
que place and order, that every 
part-of ſuch a vaſt Machine may 
-move' regularly. And it iis'a-good 
"obſervation of the Hiftorian, that 
Kome had 'the happineffe 'in che 
firſt founding” of it, to have ſuch. 
Kings ſucceſſively, as did:by de- 
"grees take care of ſuch chings, 'as 
dad moſt conduceto'its flouriſhing 
and'eftabliſhment,' and that when 
Rommn!us had built the City, and'e- 
reted a new. Kingdom: Mums 


Pompilivs did immediately fucceed 


him, ard eftebliſh Religion and 


the worſhip of God 10 far, as the 


light of Nature would guide him 
thereto. And the truch is, the bes. 
lief of another life after this, and 
of. ſome invifible power, fit- 
perior to the power ot man, is ab- 
folntely neceflary for the (waying 
and managing thofe two great en- 
gines of Hope and Fear, which 
turn about the. whole World, ſo 
that (. as Ceampenella well obſerves) 
Religione & anime 'dells' Republica e 
Giffeſa dell legge neturale, 8cc. Re- 


ligios. 


| 
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ligion is the Soul of @ Communs- 

Wialth, and Bulwark of the Lew of 
Neture,becauſe the Love and Fear 

of God, and of eternal puniſhment 
and rewards do compel Men. eo - 
the obſervation of the Law, What 

will a man care for his. Life, if ;he- 
apprehend that there isnone.aftet 
this? and therets no means tore-- 

ſtrain men from, - whatever -uſ0- 
lencies | or violences- they: may 
think . neceſſary: to the contents - 
menc of their preſent life; if chey 
do not look for an after-reckan- 
ing : but they might well (ay, Let 
us eat ani drink, for to morrow wt - 
ſhall dye,and rather contemn a mi- 
ferable life, chan omit any means 
for the bettering of it. He thas 
fets light by bis own life, -is Maſter of 
anotrer mans, .fauth Seneca. And 
we know the form of endiftmencs 
in oar own law for any crime, is, , 
ſuch a one not baving the fear of G44 
before bis eyes,dii wickedly,8c. com- 
mit ſuch an at. And Arabaw' 
thought when he was in Gerar that 
they. would nor ſtick at any: the 
vileſtaRion, becauſe as he fuppo- 
ſed: 
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{ed! the Fear of God was not intbat 
place Gen. 20. 10. © So we find 
'E.che Atheiſt in Lucretius Lib, 1, 
*<* complaining of his being over- 
5 ws by the ſuſpicion. which he 
* had'of an eternal puniſhmenc af- 
**.cer Chis life; if: he could: have 
* been affured thatthere ſhould be 
F6.no-lifeafter this, or that then 
55 there ſhould /bean end ' of Mens 
* ſufferings, he couldeafily laugh 
** ar | Religion, and deſpiſe. the 
*.chreatnings of their Yates. Bur, 
© ſeeing he knew not the nature of 
** the Soul, whether ic was propa» | 
*<. ygared with the body,or-infuſed, 
*whether-it did dye with the Bo- 
© dy, orwere caſt into the Stygian 
& Lake, he could not free himſelf 
** from the fears of an eternal mi- 
Fiery after Death... Bnet 1 will 
Come .more particularly to ſhew 
how Religion doth contribute to 
the happineſſe and welfare of the 
Saciettes of Menyſ(etting the boun- 
daries of every ones Duty, preſcri- 
< bing to; all from the higheſt co 
the lowelt, telling the great ones 
at. che. W.orld, that they which rae 


over, 


| (133) 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling inthe 
fear of God, whoſe Kingdom is 0- 
ver all, who rules in the Kingdoms 
of men, and gives them to whom« 
ſoever he will, and he makes them 
his: Minifters, Met to be: terrors to 
good works ,. but to- evil. To be 
Fathers. to the poor , and to ſearch 
out the cauſe which they know:not, to 
break the jaws. of the wicked , and 
pluck, the ſpoil out of  their-teeth. In= 
feriors are thereby likewiſe inſtru- 
Qed to ſubmit themſelves to their ſu- 
periors, to give them due honour and 
tribute, to be Subjet for Conſcience 
ſake, which is the beſt foundation 
of diſloyalcy and fidelity. As 
C:nftantius- would ſay, thoſe that 
would not betrue to. God, would 
not be trueto him. If any ſhall here 
ſay, Quaid verbe audiam ? We-have 
found che contrary true,and have 
oft ſeen Religion made a Cloak to 
palliate Sedition and. Rebellion, 
I. might anſwer by an- Antitrophe 
retorting the obje&ion. Ic ſeems, 
Religion 1s good in it ſelf, becauſe 
it is made uſe of to-palliate thar 
'which is evil: Men do ——— 
EE. 
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feit ordinary ſtones, or Iron, but 
Goldand Pearls, as 1 bave already 
upon occaſion obſerved. - If Satan 
be transformed into an. Angel of 
Light, what wonder if his Minifters 
be ſometimes transformed intothe 
Servants of God.. I may again 
ſay with Tertulian, Sj accuſaſſe ſat 
eft, quis erit innocens } None can 
maincain their innocency, if upon 
a bare accuſation they ſhall be con- 
demned, without a fair hearing.. 
Not Chriſt himſelf. Fob. 19. 12, 
Nor his followers. A&s 17,7. This: 
odious Ccrimination hath been uſed 
in ſeveral Ages, as the moſt effe&u- 
al means to ſubje& Chriſtians co 
the diſpleaſure of Princes, and to: 
popular hatred, which they had 
lome pretence for in thole times, 
when the Emperors enjoyned ſuch 
things by their authority as Chri- 
ſtians did juſtly ſcruple, which oc- 
ca{toned chat wicked policy of Fu- 
San, ( that he might avoid the im- 
putation of perſecution, which he 
ſaw was grown odious ) to (et the 
Heathen Idols) by the Emperors 
Ratues that while they refuſed ro 
give 
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pive Religions hon:.ur to the one,. 
they might be accuſed of denying 
civil reſped to the other. ' 

- Let us now deſcend to confider 
the aſpe& that Religion hath upon 
fellow Citizens or Subje&s,or how 
it condnceth tothe mutual benefit 
and advantage of them. And firft, 
let us confider what an influence 
that general rule of Chriſt, Mar. 
7. 12, would have upon all Man- 
kind to bring back. again the 
Golden Age, if when we have to do. 
with others, we would put our 
ſelves inro. their condition, and 
conſider how we ſhould -defire to 
be dealt within ſuch a cafe ; How 
gently and tenderly would ſuperi- 
ors carry themſelves towards their 
inferiors ? and with how much re- 
ſpe& and obſervance would infert- 
ors carry themſelves to their ſupe=- 
riors? the Rich would not with- 
hold from the poor, when he had. 
wherewith to relieve him,and ſup= 
ply his wants, but would bring 
upon himſelf tbe blefſing of him who , 
i ready to periſh, and make the heart 
of the peot to rcjoyce and fing. The 
| : Poop 
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poor would not by his idleneſſe be 
unneceſſarily burdenſom to the 
Rich, or commit rapes upon his 
charity,but would labour diligent=- 
ly with his hands, and abate the 
allowance which men. ordinarily 
give to their luſts,that (o he might 
be in a. capacity rather to-give, 
than to.receive. The lender would 
not take advantage. of the neceſlity 
of. the: borrower, nor the borrow- 
eringratefully defraud the lender; 
the (cllex would not deceive or.o+ 
ver reach the buyer, nor the buyec 
undervalue the goods of the {el- 
ler. Conſider further, how Chriſt 
more particularly requires that we 
ſhould be like God in :goodnefle, 
doing good to all, forgiving injue 
ries, and making their condition 
our own,ready to be «rri{vyo, for 
each;ocher (as Tgnatias ofc [peaks) 
laying down our lives for our bre- 
thren, dwelling in Love, which works 
9 il to ber neighbor,envies not,vaunts 
not it felf,. 4 not puffed up, behaves 
mot it ſelf unſeemingly, ſeeks pot ber 
9wn, i not eaſily. provoked, thinks no 
enit , rejoyceth not in iniquity, but in 

the - 
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the truth, bears all things, believes 
all things, bopes all thiags, ſuffers all 
things. If ſuch commands of Chriſt 


were obſerved, Men might beat 


their ſwords into Plow-ſhares, 
their Spears into pruning hooks , 
there would be no leading into 
Captivity, no complaining in our 
Streets, - no vexartious {uits, no 


groaning of the oppreſſed, no ex» 


tremity of poverty, or wa:1t to put 
Men upon violence, private inju= 


ries, publick (edition, If men 


would according to the command 
of Chriſt, obey - thei: teachers, 
prove all things, hold faſt that 
which is good, prefer others in 
honour before themſelves, not 
thinking of themſelves aboye what 
is meet , not being wiſe in their 
own eyes, bue humbly. enquire 


afrer truth, ſuſpeQing their own 


judgement, following after thoſe 
things which make for peaceand 
edification, ſtudyingto be quiet, 
letting their moderation be made 
known to all Men. And if choſe 
that are Teachers and Rulers in 


the Church would not Lord it o- 


ver 
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ver the hericage of *God, but be 
gentle towards chem, as a Nurſe 
roher Children, not ſeeking theirs 
but them, doing all things for 
theiredifying; we ſhould ſoon ſee 
an end of divifions and Schiſms, 
and ſeparations in the Chucch, If 
any here obje& that I fancy a 
Church of Catbariſts, and ſuch pu- 
rity and holineſſe in Men, as is not 
to be expeCted in this World; I an- 
ſwer,[ ſpeak of what is rather to be 
defired than _— for,and what re- 
ligion would do towards the hap- 
' pinefſe of Mankind, were the rules 
of it duely obſerved, and would 
Men be faithful co the principles 
of it, which is ſufficient tothis 4- 
ology, which I here make againſt 
ch as wonld reproach it, and 
bring it into diſgrace in the world, 
and co prove that the more Reli- 
ow flouriſketh in any Nation,the 
appier it is, and the better order- 
ed, and that we may conclude 
with the Tragedian. Where mo- 
deſty, righteouſneſſe, | bolineſſe, piety 
end faithfulneſſe are negletied, that 
Kinglom cannot loug ſtand, and if 


any 
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any think this would do well in 
deed,if all would agree to do thus. 
I anſwer, the neglet of others 
doth not diſcharge us ;from our 
duty, we owe it to God, though 
Men ſhould not deſerve it, or re- 

vite it with a reciprocal care of 
Juſtice and equity.And further,it is 
a great advantage for raifing our 
hogour, when others negle& their 


| duty, Sometimes ſingularity is the 


only means to get a name, as the 
Satyriſt could ſay, 


Ande aliquid brevibus gyaria ant care 
Cere dignum © 
$i vis efſe aliquid; probitas laudatiy 
& alget. | 
| There is yet another way, where- 
by - good men do promote the 
weal-publick, and that is by the e- 
ducation of children,which in well 
overned Common- Wealths there 
ath alwayes been a ſpecial care 
taken for, Thoſe are counted good 
Common-wealths-men that build 
and plane ſuch things as the Com- 
mon-wealth may be the better 
for, and enjoy the fruit of when 


they 
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they are dead and gone. But 
thoſe that ſtock the Common» 
wealth wich Plants of righteouf- 
neſs, which may in future 'times 
bring forth the fruics of Juſtice and 
equity, do more promote the pub- 
lick good, and thoſe who lec go 

oxes and Wolves are not more 

orthy of puniſhmenc , thanſuch 
as bring up'Children in a Com» 
mon-Wealch, which througlr their 


faulc and negle& of good educati- | 
on , are addited to nothing but | 


idlene(s and luxury, and as Mide 
wives form and. fa{hion the head 


whilethe bones are tender, (o,Pa- . 


rents ſhould faſhion their Chit 
drens minds, and form cheir mgn- 
ners. while they are tender and 
plyant, which ,if then negleRed, 
do very hardly afterwards yield 
to Diſcipline Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. 


Thus far I have ſhewed tow God: | 


linefle doth promote the good of a 
Nation in a way of natural cauſali- 
tf, There is yet another way 
whereby itdoth conduce thereto, 
and that is by a moral cauſality: Gos 
delivering often the Iſlend of the in- 


noceat, 
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mocent, which i delivered bythe pure« 
neſſe of bis bands, Fob. 22. 30. Theſe 
areas the Trees in a Cawley,which 
having life and ſubſtance in them, 
though ſometimes they caſt their 
leaves, do keepic from going to 
ruine and monldering away, to 
which the Prophet is ſuppoſed to 
allude. Tſo, 6.13. I know Abab look- 
ed upon the good Prophet as the 


| froubley of Iſrael, who indeed wes 


as the Chariot and Horſemen thereof 


\ forits ſecurity and defence. And 


he juſtly retorced that crimination 
upon Abab himſelf. So in the pri- 
mitive times, if there were War, 
Earthquakes, plague, inundations, 
the poor Chriſtians muſt to the Li- 
ons, as if they were the cauſe ofic. 
When Aurelius npon experience 
found that they prevailed more }- 
by (their m_ for the good of 
the Empire, than others could by 
prayers and arms, ſo that he defts 
red the Senare to ceaſe their per- 
fecution againſt. chem, leſt they 
ſhould' turn thofe- ſpiritual wea- 
pons againſt the Empire, the ef-. 
teas of which he had found in ſuch 


An 


(142) * 
an eminent inſtance,and that they 
might pray forthe good of the Em» 
ire, As Darius deiired that the 
ews might offer ſacrifice of ſweet 
avors unto the God of Heaven, and 
pray for the Life of the King, and 
of his Sons. Ezra. 6. 10. Upon the 
ſame ground 7uſtixian ( as wemay 
ſee Conftit. 6. ad Epiphanium) took 
ſuch care for theeſtabliſhing of the 
true Religion, and for the obſer- 
vation of thoſe ſacred Rules which 
were given by the Apoſtles as that 
which would conduce wuch to the 
happineſſe of the Empire, and eſ- 
pecially for the ſetling of a pious 
Miniſtry, by whoſe prayers he bo» 
ped for ſo great bleſſings upon 
himſelfand his Government. And 
a wiſe and great Prince in our own 
memory doth not only acknow- 
ledge that natural influence which 
Religion hath upon the obedience 


of Subje&s (whereof I have alictle 


before ſpoken _) who himſelf doth 
beſt *expreſſe.his own ſence of it 


It js. no-wonder (Caith he ) if Men 


wot fearing God, ſhould not bonour 
their. King, They will eaſily contemn 
ſuch 
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ſuch ſhaddow s of God, whorevermce 
not that ſupream and. adorable Ma- 
jeſty, in compariſon of whom all the 
Glory of Men and Angels 34 but ob- 
ſcurity, but as knowing alſo how 
far it doth conduce morally to the 
happineſfle of a Nation, gives it in 
chargero his Son(his Majeſty now 
reignmg in England.) to begin. aud 
as with God, and alwayes to keep 
up ſolid Piety, and thoſe fundamen- 
tal rruths, which mend both zbe bearts 
and lives of Men, it being wr only 
the Glory of Princes 20 advance-Gods 
Glory, but the means to maks them 
proſperous, and keep them from being 
miſerable, Whereupon his Ma- 
jeſty as remembring ſuch pious 
words and (counſels of His Royal 
Father, - did at his firſt reſtoration 
cxprefle his Juſt diſpleaſure againft 
ſuch; as pretending a great zeal to 
his Cauſe and- Service, did not on- 
ly- difcredit. ic by the- licence of. 
their lives and mannets:3_ but-ha- 
zardthe driving away thoſe-ap- 
proaching mercies, which they 
ſhould rather have acknowledged 
n their ſeveral {iations, with cir- 
cumſpection 
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camſpeCion, integrity, and refor- 
mation in their lives. Ic is ordi- 
narily ſaid, | 
--- Delirant Reges pleGuntur Achivi, 
Bur ic is true on the other hand 
alſo, that Rulers are puniſhed for 
the fins of the People. 1 Sam. 12 
25. God ordering.it ſo.in his wiſe 
andrighteous Providence ; not on- 
ly as they partake many cimes in 
each others fins, but as they have 
a joynt intereſt, ſo as one ſutfers in 
the ſufferings of another. I re- 
member Machievel ( who was ne- 
verithoughrt to be over-preciſe, or 
to be troubled -with a bogling 
conſcience _)complains of it in his 
Common-wealth, as that which he 
feared would be the ruine of Italy, 
<« that wickednefle did ſo much a- 
© bound, and that there was ſuch 
a decay of Religion amongſt 
* them, and they were ſo far de- 
© generated. from the purity of 
«© the Primitive times, | chey 
© had reaſon. to expeit the ven= 
© geance of God upon them. 
© Whereupon he ſhews how nece(- 
& (ary it 15 tor Princes to have a 
6© [pecial 
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c© ſpecial care for the preſervation 
c of the purity-of Religion, which 
I am ſure' is an innocent” policy, 
and the wiſeſt maxim which b 
layes down : for beſides, that the 
Church hath alwayes beena bur- 
denſom (tone, which hath broken in 
pieces all that bave. burdened” them- 
ſelves with it, Zathi 12. 13.-, Whilſt 
Righteonſneſſe doth exalt @ Nation, 
Prov. 14. 34+ WV ickedneſſe ( like the 
talent of lead in the Ephab, Zach. 
5.3.) ſinks it down. We know ten 
righteous perſons would have ſa- 
ved a Sodom, and God 'would do 
nothing againſt it, whilſt there was 
one in it. And if God did not for 
the ſake of ſuch, many times ſpare 
Nations, and ſhew them ſome pe- 
culiar favour, there had been no 
ground for that which he himſelf 
hath pronounced of them, that 
they are ſuch, of whom the World 
j5.not worthy, : E 
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An thghiry into the cauſes, 
_ why Religionis ſo much "E 
e 


deFed. The remoter cau 


, 


: #he'corraption.of Mans nas 


#xre, the malice and power 
_.of the * Devil, the nearer 
canſe, the prevalenccy uf 
ſence againſt Faith and rea- 
Sory which is removed by 
foewing in how many inſtan- 
ces of our Lives, we do by 
reaſon 'corre@ the errors of 


ſenſe. 


T TE that ſhall read. what 1 have 
hitherto written , and ob» 
erve the reneral pragice' of the 
World, wi perhaps wonder, that 
if theſe things be ſo, Men ſhould 
no better underſtand their own 
intereſt, but generally negleC chis 
which is pretended to conduce fo 
much co the making of the World 
happy,& what [ have ſaid,;though it 
may 
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may ſeem to ſome to have ſome 
ſhew of probability, will hardly 
obtain belief, but lye under ſome 
ſuſpicion , like the honeſt projeas 
of tome well-wiſher to the publick 
good, which never obtained fo 
much credit as to be reduced to 
tryal. Wherefore I ſhall a little 
enquire afrer the cauſes of that 
ungodlineſſe and prophaneneſle , 
that ſo generally reigns in the 
World. - And firſt, 'we know the 
Scripture hath ofc taught us that 
the nature of Man is (o corrupted 
by that which is called Originet 
Sin, That the imaginations of the 
thoughts of bis heart are only evil, 
and that continually, bis beart deſpee 
rately wicked and deceitful above all 
things 3 his underſtanding” ſo'dar- 
kened chat he is alienated from the 
life of God, through the zxgnorance 
that is in him ; filled withall unrigh= 
teouſneſs; fleſhly luſts, warring againſt 
the Soul, and prevailing in our ment= 
bers to bring forth fruit unto Death. 
The Wiſdom of the fleſo is enmity a- 
gainſt God, ſo that man is wiſe to do 
eval, but be bath no knowledge to do 
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good, Now experience doth more 
confirm us in che belief of this, 
than a thouſand Arguments, A» 
gain, weoft read of the enmity of 
the Devil againſt Mankind, and 
though his power be not much dif 
cerned by many, yet it is like the 
influence of Coleſtial Bodies (Sun 
Moon and Stars ) upon theſe fub- 
lunary things, powerful and ef- 
feual, though not diſcerned but 
Hm the effefts: hence we read of 
his working effefually in the hearts 
bf the Children of diſobedience : of 
men being taken captive of him at his 
pleaſure : of the ſtrength of deluſion; 
of bis going abont like a roaring Lion: 


of wrejiling with principalitics and | 


powers : and reſiſting the Devil ſted- 
faſt in the Faith. He that ſhould 


bave (cen'the Poor Man Cured by - 


Chriſt, offering violence to him- 
ſelf, and caſting himſelf ſome- 
times intothe fire, ſometimes into 
the water, would have eaſily con- 
cluded that he was ated by ſome 
evil ſpiric .to' (yuch things as were 
deſtructive to bis own nacure: ſoto 


ſce mea lin againi their own fouls, 
| and 
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and.run ſuch deſperate hazards a» 


gainſt their own intereſt, is a clear 
argument that they are ated by 


| ſome other nature, which ſeeks 


their ruine and deſtruftion, Now 
theſe may be remote cauſes of the 
prevalency of that Atheiſm, which 
we (ec and lamenc in. the World, 
but yer there mult. be ſome nearer 
cauſes ſearched. out ; for ( unleflc 
it be in. ſome Cecret Sympathies and 
Antipathies ). Man doth ordinarily 
at according to reaſon, that is, 
what is either really (o, or ſeems 
ſotohim, and there: mult be ſome 
ratio motiue to elicite, or draw 
forth the as of his will. The Grace 
of God.is powerful in good ati» 
ons, yet it works congruouſlly to: 
our natures, moving by the means 
of ſome rational arguments and 


principles : (o the' efficacy of the 


evilis very greatin evil a@ions 3 
yet he makes uſe for the moſt parc 
of moral arguments, though he had 
ſuch'a hand in F1das,his Treaſon, 
and Arnnenias his coſenage, as thar 
hie is (aid to put theſe things into their 
bearts, yet, by the whole. tenor of 
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their flory, we find that there | 
were ſome moral motives he made | | 
ufe of, and that it was covetouf- 
neſs that did more, immediately | 
{way in theſe fins. Now (it ſeems) 
one main reaſon of Mens Atheiſm, 
which is more near and immedi- | 


are, is the prevalency of ſenſe, as 
there are ſome ations, which do 
prevent the reaſonings of the 
mind, which we call a&ones homi- 
44, but not humane, which indeed 
are ations of Men, but not hxmane 
atlions, _—_ from the eſſen- 
tial principle of man , oþbjeQs | 
coming to the ſenſe, before the 
can have acceſs to the underſtand- 
ing; the ſpirics move diſorderly | 
till the underſtanding taking cog- 
nizance of the matter, do redihe 
ſuch motions of the ſpirits : as in 

a \udden noiſe or unexpeRed light, 
the ſenſes as the Centinels take the 
firſt alarm ; but as ſoon as the news 

18 carryedto the underſtanding, as 
the main guard or principal offi- | 
cer, and found to be of no dange- | 
rous conſequence, this ſudden 
commotion tsallayed : ſo in more 
1M» 
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important paſſages of our lives, 
ſenſe makes many diſorderly fal-- 
lies arid -motions, withour taking! 
counſel of cheunderſtanding, and 
obje&s do make very deep'im- 
preſſions upon them ; and the Scri- 
pture doth take notice how much 
we are led by ſenſe in this frail 
ſtate,. wherein we are fo as we may 
all ſay with | the-Propher; Lem. 3. 
51. Our eye affeits our beart, this is 
the foundation'of che Apoſtles ar- 
gament, + Fodn 4.20. He rhet lovetb 
not bis Brother whom be bath ſeen, 
bow can be lovs God whom be hath 
not ſeen? We have 'a- thouſand: 
times' more” reafon- to- love: God; 
thin to love our- Brother, confi- 
dering the perte&ions and'excel- 
tencies that are in God,:co: render 
him amiable, and the obligations 
which we are under}, to him who 
hath done mbre ten thonſand 
times for us than all che friends 
which we have in the World; bur 
whatever reaſon there may be in 
the thing jt (elf ;the Apoſtle argues 
according to our poor” capacity, 
& the acceſs thatthings have to us, 
H 4 and . 
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things which have acceſle to out 
ſenſes,” are more effeftual for mq- 
ving our affeQions, than ſuch 
things as, are only the obje& of 
faith. So though we bear of an in- 


finice. Majeſty that created and | 


ſuſtains our ſelves, and all other 
finite beings, who ſeeth - all our 
ations, and'will one day call us to 
an. account: for them and like- 
wiſe of an eternal weight of glory, 
made up of things, which eye bath 
not ſeen, nor ear beard, nor ever et- 
ired.into the. bears, of Man to Con- 
ceive.;.theſe things do not move 
us, becauſe. they are- far, out of 
our fighc, and the things of the 
World: which are nearer to our 
{eaſes, aud are the immediate ob- 
jed&s of them, ipleaſfing the tajt, de- 
lighting' the fell, tickling and 
Hatteging the Ear, dazling the 
eyes, have more prevalency upon 
us, | 

But yet, -upon examination we 
ſhall find ehis is not Cufficienc to 
prevail againſt choſe important 
confjderations, which I have al- 
ready 


and doth clearly: ſuppoſe that | 
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ready propoſed, nor to leave man» - 
kind excuſable for. abandoning : 
himſelf cothe pleaſures of chis life, 
fo as conegle& thoſe berterthings 


* Which are propounded as the-re- 


ward of holineſs. Let.us but quic 
our ſelves like men, and. exerciſe : 
thoſe common principles of rea» 
ſon, which-we exerciſe in other 
affairs of our. lives, .and-cthough 
we cannot, perhaps thereby filence 
the clamors of ſence, yet we may 
confute them, and reje& chem. Do 
we-not ordinarily ſee men .corre&- 
the errors of ſenſe by reaſon ? Ds 
we not ſee them-part with. theis 
blood,to prevent the-inconvenien» 
cy of a diſeaſe? which for the moſt : 
part they do believe orſuſpe&,noc 
upon the evident demonitrations - 
( but. probable conjectures ), of. a 
Phyſician, ;or at belt by cthetr owg 
reaſon.. Do not men :engduce the 
cutting off of a member to ſave the 
body, and lengthen out a miſera+ 
ble life for ſome days or pears 2.Da : 
not men drink.themoſt unpleang . 
potions for the recovery of-theis 
health, or repairing cheir decayed 
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firength ? Do not men caſt their 
ſeed into the earth, in hopes of | 
receiving the increaſe of it ? Doth 
not, the Merchant ſend away his 
goods, in hope to receive others 
for chem, which may bring him 
ſome gain and advantage? And 
what is all this, to denying ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſts ? denying 
our ſelves the pleaſure of fin, for 
the pleaſure of Heaven? yea, do 
we not ſee men ordinarily binding 
their Sons to ſome Apprenticeſhip, | 
for many years, thac ſothey may 
learn a Trade to maintain them- 
ſelves in ſome repute in the world, 
when they ſhall come to years? 
rather than let them live in idle» | 
nefſe and pleaſure,giving up them-. | 
ſelves to childiſh ſports and vani- 
ties, when they are young, which 
would afrerwards expoſe them to 
poverty and 'contemprt. And he 
15 accounted a cruel and unjuſt Fa- 
ther; that will not thus love his 
Child, with ſuch a prudene ſeve- 
rity , rather thaii undo him by # 
fooliſh indulgence ; yet, how wide 

a difference js there in theſe ny 
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And how far doth this fall fhort of 
exprefling the unrreaſonableneſs of 
ſuch 8s will. rather _ ;preſeacr 


leaſures,' chan re tgp or future 
appineſle.? A. Child is/bound to 
an oy 4 PI wy he perha 
dies before his time be out, aud 106 : 
all his labour and charge is loſt,-or 
he doth not liveſeven yearsa Free» - 
man afcer he hath lived .ſleven 
years ina hard ſervice. Buc ke thac 
gives up himſelt to che ſervice of 
Chrift, lec ic be imagined:to be as - 
hard as ſome mens prejudice per- 
ſwades them, the ſooner, he dyes, . 
the fooner his ſervice is ended, and 
though he dye never ſo ſoon, he. 


loſech noe: his: Freedom, -but is 


made a Citizen of Heaven, and 
onceentred there, he never dyes - 
buc-dothefor ever reap the fruir of 
his labours... Do.. we not give 
twenty times as much for the Fee- 
ſimple ( as'they ſpeak ) of an E- 
ſtate:as it will bring us in one 
year? and according to the ſame 
rale, were we ſare to cnjoy the 
pleaſures:of finewenty years, and 
could imagine them: to be equal i 

the - 
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the joyes of Heaven, yet we ſhonld 
quit- thern for: clioſe everlaſting 
Pleaſures, which'we ſhould: enjoy 
for ever 'ozr ;ſelves 3 'and-not only 
for ſome Ages , as we hope to do 
Eftates'on Earth, not in our ſelves, 
but only'in our poſterity. Further 
yet,we ſec it is in vain tolay a ſnare 
* the fight of any Bird. Prov. 1. 17, 
they wilbnot come into the Net to 
feed, if-cliey perceive ic, or ſwals 
low. the bait, when: they- ſee rhe 
hook: yer fooliſh men do venture 
on Hell, which they are told will 
certainly: bethe wages of fin, and 
will enjoythe preſent pleaſures: of 
it, though they have all theaſſu» 
rance that a man can have of any 
thing which he. ſees nor. with his 
eyes, that it will coſt him his life, 
and that his Soul-muſt rue for ever 
in Hell; God indeed dorh not ma+ 
nifeſt himfelfto us ordinarily here, 
nor-take us up as he did. Paul into 
the third Heavens, to. ſhew us: the 
Glory thereof, but he will haveus 
to-cxerciſe faith here, andco.take 
his:word, which he hath. ſo'fully 
confined to. us,.. that we: may as 
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certainlytruſt co it, as if we had” 
the cleareſt evidence in the world. 
The. Husband-man 'cafts his ſeed 
into the ground&witkour any fear 
ar (uſpition of lofing, having been 
conftrmed by. many experiments 
in the hope of receiving it again 
with increaſe; buta,chouſand ex- 
periments will not ſo: fully per= 
{wade as.aidivine teſtimony cons 
firmedby Covenants, Oaths and 
Seals, (theordinary wayes of con» 
firmation amongſt men )ſo thats 
Divine faith , founded .upon. the 
word of God, is as the ſubjtence'of 
things. boped for, which are bur fus 
ture.,. and makes them as ic were 
really ſubfiſt, and is the evidence of 
things not ſeen, confirming them co 
us, and as fully perſwading us of 
them, though they are not- obvis 
ous tothe fenſe,. as any Philoſo- 
phical demonſtration :car confirm 
any truth, ſothat notwithſtanding 
the Apoſtle owns ſence to be a 
great meansto. move affe&ions in 
this frail fate ,wherein we are, yet 
faith ſerves believers for .a ſufhci- 
ent. foundation .of love and de- 
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light , Though they ſce not Feſw 
Chrift they love him, and rejoyce in 
bim with joy unſpeakable and: full of | 
Glory. 1 Pet. 1.7. We are thart 

fighted, and caunvt ſee & far off; + 
2 Pet. 1. 9. but faith 'as' a perſpes 
dive brings things nearer to us, 
that we may judge of them as res 
ally: preſence. Let not our ſenſe; 
therefore ufurp . authority, over 
Faith and Reaſon, but let Faith 
and Reaſon have their perfe& 
work, let notthe Mer of the World 
be wiſer in their Generation than 
Children of light, let us not be 
wiſer in the things of the World, 
than in the things of Heaven. We 
chaſe nor the faireſt of chings,( for 
che moſt part ) bur ſuch as are 
more ſerviceable and durable, nor 
the ſweeteſt, buc chac which is 
wholſom and nouriſhing, we chule 
not the cleaneſt or pleaſanteft way, 
but that which leads to the place 
which weare going to. . So let us 
judge of things, not according as 
they prefent themſelves toour ſen» 
ſes, butasthey have a real incrin» 
{ick worth to.commend themſelves 
0. 
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coour judgments, and let us not 
' | Jadgeof things according to therr 
| fuicablencſſe co our preſent fan- 

cies, but as they conduce co our 
abiding good, meaſuring every 
thing not by Time, but by Eternity. . 


— 


SECT. XV. 


Inconſiderateneſſe, another - 
great cauſe of Atheiſm, as 
gainſt which the beſt reme- 
dies are a ſerious appreben- 
fox of the great moment, 
and importance of ſpiritual 
things, frequent reading and 
bearing the word of God, 
Chriſtian communion and 
conference about matters of 
Religion, mutual admoni-- 
tion. The prevalency of evil 
enfloms and habits,the folly 
of deferring repentance. 


— 


Nother chief reaſon of that 
Atheiſm, which abounds ſo 
much . 
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mack in the World is, inconſidge. 
r#ten'(ſe,the molt imporcant truths 
do nor aff:& us any longer than 
we.confider them. I he Havonife obs 
ferved this who made knowledge no« 
thing but remembrance, or an atual 
conſideration of that which Man. 
knows, not reckoning that to be 
knowledge which lyes dead in the 


babit , and doth not at all affe&; 


the Soul. And we find that the 
Scripture layes much weight upon. 
this conſideration or remembrance, 
yea, as mach as Mans ſalvation 
comes to. We may obſerve, Iſa, r.3, 
There is an Epimone, .wherein the 
Prophet layes the fin of 1ſrael-upon 
this, that they did not Conſider. So 
1\Kings $8. 47. We may obſerveaf- 
flftion brings men to bethink 
themſelves, that brings them co 
repentance, and repentance is a 
means to obtain -pardon ; and we 
find by experience, that when Men 
are by ſickneile brought to a (eri- 
ous weighing of matters, they are 
ealily perſwaded to make good 
omiſes and.-refolutions, which 
when their,minds, fare — 
F. 
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C by the pleaſures of the World ) 
diverted from the thoughts of, 
they turn to their former courſes 
yea, weſce many times that Men 
are (0.ingenuous as to yield-to re- 
proofs, and to condemn theme 
ſelves and their own wayes, when 
they are admonithed of them, as 
if they ſtood in need of no more, 


\bue ro be put in mind of ſuch 


things as they have in cheir own 
hearts, andonly to have conſci- 
ence awakened, and we find Ezek, 
18, 14.28. that the turning away of 
a wicked man, from the evil of his 
wayes, depends chiefly upon cox- 
ſfideration. F have already ſhewed 
that the Devil. is the remote cauſe 
of that wickedneſſc and prophane- 
neſs, which abounds in the World; 
yet, he uſeth this as the great 
means to draw Men from God, to 
divert their minds from the 
thoughts of ſuch things, as may 
have an influence upon their affeQi- 
ons andaGtions to makea change 
in them, as we ſee plainly in the 
Parable of the Soyer. Luk. $,12.Men 
bear. the word, then comes the Devil 
and 
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#nd takes it away out of their bearts, 
left they ſhould believe and be ſaved. 

Firſt, we find by experience that 

M.n are oft ſeriouſly affefted wieh 

choſe chings, that they hear while 
they arelively repreſented to their 
minds, and prefſed ſeriouſly upon 
their conſciences, preſently. w2 ob- 
ſerve that theic thoughts are. quite 
taken off from thoſe things, and 
( like water which 'hath” been 
warmed) they return totheir old 
temperagain. Weſee here Chriſt 
himſelf aſſigns 6he cauſe of it, ir is 
the Devi chat doth this, wtrere it is 
ſuppoſed that he hath power to do 
it, though we are nor (© eaſily able 
co underſtand how he doth it, un+ 
lefle it be by propounding other 
objeAsro ns. We ſee here his de- 
fign in it diſcovered, which is to 
hinder cheir believing, and conſe- 
quently their Salvation, which we 
find by ſad experience to be che 
woful conſequent of this his ma- 
lice. Now the tnoſt effeftual re- 
medy againſt this inconſiderateneſſe, 
would bea ſerious apprehenſion of 
the great moment and concern- 
ment 


| 
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ment of theſe things, It is the 
means which Moſes preſcribes to 
the Iſraelites, Deut. 32. 47. for (et- 
ting their hearts to thoſe things, 
which he teſtified ro them. Tt is nor 
&@ vajn thing for you ( ſaith he) it 
is your life, and by thoſe things you 
ſhall prolong your dayzs. It is a rule 
of Prudence which prevails 
rhroughour, that we ſhould Tock, to 
the main chance,and not negle&the 
important affairs of our life. The 
Ausbandman forgets many petty 
buſineſſes, but he never forgets to 
Plow and ſow. He would be ac- 
counted a mad man that ſhould go 


to the Market and buy trifles and 


toyes for his children, and forget 
to buy them bread. A Traytor will 
not forget to'ſue out his pardon, or 
a Man that hath a ſuit for his whole 
Eſtate, forget to produce his evi= 
dences, and prepare his anſwer a- 
gainſt the Term. This is. our caſe, 
weare condemned already in law, 
Fobn 3, 18. that. is in force againſt 
us,we know not how ſoon we ſhall 
be fetched to execution, If a Man 


did but apprehend the danger he is 
in 
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in-continually, while he is a wick» 
ed man, and in an unregenerate 
condition, ſtanding continually 
upon the pits brink, and ready to 
fall in, it would ſurely awake him 
out of his ſecurity, and prevent his 
fleep,till he ſhould have ſome hope 
of his pardon, or the thoughts of 
the intinice advantage that true 
gry brings with it , would 
make . him continually apply his 
heart to it. The+ abundance of the 
Rich, ſuffers him not to ſlzepz by rea- 
ſon of his care and (olicitude for. 
the keeping of it, and we have 
more, cauſe a thouſand times to be 
ſollicicous in.this caſe, /eft 4 pro- 
wiſe aud poſlibility being left, us. of 
entring into ſuch a reſt, we ſhould by. 
any means fall ſhort of it, The ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel, the reading 
of the Word, the Communion of 
the Saints are preſcribed. by God, 
as a further remedy of this evil, 
Heb.3.13.Daily mutual exhortation 
is commended as a means to pre- 
. vent che hardening of our hearts 
through,the deceictulne(s of fin, 
which che more it is indulged, the 


more. 
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more 'it inſinuates , and prevails 
upon us. Mens knowledge makes 
not the Word of God leſs uſeful to 
them ; therefore it is a vain igno- 
rant thing for Men to negle& ir, 
npon pretence of knowing as much 
as their Teachers : though the 
Saints co whom Peter writes, were 
mitruked and eſtabliſhed in the 
truth, yet he thinks ic neceſſary to 
write thoſe things tothem, 2 Pet. 
1. 12, to put them in remembrance, 
and thereby. to ſtir up their pure 
minds. Cap. 3.1. The words of the 
wiſe being not only as nails to faſten, 
that Chriſtians may be eſtabliſhed, 
but 4s goads to excite, that ſo they 
may not grow negligent, Eccl. 12, 
11.and the work of Miniſters lies 
more in awakening the conſcience, 
and quickening the affe&ions,than 
informing the Judgement, and 
there are few men that live where 


the ſound of the Goſpel cames, - 


but know, that which- duely im- 
oved, would make a conhdera- 
ble change in their lives, and [ 
rhink it might be of fingular uſe in 
a Chriſtian life,for thoſe that have 
| near 
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near Relations ( if ſuch as are 
prudent and fairhful)or thoſe that 
have friends which are to them as 
their own Souls, if they live toge» 
ther, and have opportunity to 
know well each others converlati» 
on, ſerioully.to oblige themſelves 
co cach other, if they obſerve any 
ching in-cach others lives, or car- 
riages Which is unbecoming cheir 
profeflion,to take the firſt opp ortu» 
nity ( with all Chriſtian meekneſs 
and privacy) to tell chem of it, 
how they ſpake ſuch a thing unad- 
viſedly, did chis thing unſeemly, 
exceeded in the other thing. | 
know it is a duty of zeal and cha- 
rity, which all Chriſtians owe to 
each other, but thoſe have the 
beſt opportunity for it, who have 
daily intimate converſation with 
others, and advantage for obſer- 
ving the whole procedure of their 
lives. And this which I have now 
been ſpeaking of doth likewiſe 
make that gracious Chriftian come 
munication, which the Goſpel re- 
quires more neceſſary. And for 
this cauſe God did not only re- 
quire 
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quire it of the Jews, bnt further 
enjoyns them the uſe of cheir Phy- 
lafteries, and the writing, the moſt 
important Periods of the Law, up< 
on their Gates and Poſts, that fo 
che things which did ſo nearly con» 
cern them, might be continually 
ſounding in their ears, and repre- 
ſented before their eyes. I mighe 
aſſign further, ſome other cauſes 
and cures 'of mens Athetſm and 
wickedneſſe, as the corruprion of 
mans nature doth ſtrongly incline 
a man to evil, fo Regeneration 1s 
that which doth change their na» 
tures,and diſpoſe them co holineſs; 
but there are many aQas of mora- 
tity, which conduce to Mens pre- 
ſent advantage,{ both in a perſo- 
nal and a relative capacity) 40 
which regeneration is not abſo. 
Jutely nectfiary, and I have al- 
teady ſpoken ſomething of ir, Se. 
5. therefore I ſhaſl (ay no more of 
ic in this place; Concerning the 

zvalehcy of evil habirs, and cn- 
toms, and tlic prejudicethat doth 
thereby ariſe againſt' holineſs, as 


' alſo concerning the advantage ' 


thac 


(168) 
that one whois a Chriſtian indeed, 
( and hath experience of (piril 
comforts,and the (weetneſle of the 


duties of Religion) hath above one | 


that isonly outwardly a Chriſtian, 
and doth duties only as a task, | 


have elſewhere ſpoken ſomewhat 


alſo, and,ſo ſuperſede from any 
further conſideration of them, [ 
- confeſs, I think the puccing off,and 


procraſtinating of. repentance, de- | 


cains many in the ſnares of Satan; 
but the former parc of my diſ- 
courfe doth wholly milicate a- 


— 
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gainſt this folly of men, and de- | 


prive them of all ſuch pretence in 
that, ( beſides the imprudence and 
extream madneſle of putting off 
thac, which we know not whether 
we {hall ever have opportunity for, 
and leaviig a matter of . ſuch 
importance! as our eteriial Salva- 
cron at uncertainties } the advans 
rages which -Men, have. by. acre 
vingihe precepts of the Galpel, c- 
ven in.this lite, do, require , our 
mott ſpeedy applying,our (c1ves to 
the obſervance of themy,and argye 
the deferring of our repentance 0 
the 
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the greateſt folly,and all that have 
been brought thereto, (eſpecially 
in their old age ) have been ready 
© with Auſtin to complain, that they 
©] bave known God too late, & repented 
» | that they did no ſooner exchange 
I | the pleaſures of fin, forthe joy and 
th peace which isin believing. 


| 

SECT. XVI. 
| | Objefions, from differences in Religi- 
| on anſwered, though we could not 
be fully aſſured that the Chriſtian 
Religion z true, yet it wonld be our 
wiſdom to obſerve the- Rules and 
Precepts of it. The proofs which 
ſome have of the truth of Chriſt;an | 
61 Religion, clearer than thoſe which | 
- ſome deſire 10 have,@& clearer than ] | 
any produced for the truth of any 
ether Religion. ObjeCtions from the 
improbability and ſeeming contra- 
diction of many things in Scripture 
anſwered, Notwithſtanding the | 
difference amongſt Chriſtians, all | 
of them are agreed, in ſo much as 
| may ſerve for the well ordering of 

our C,nverſations. 


"JF Here are ſome yet that ( be- 
ing willing to find any pre- ' | 
I rence | 
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cence for palliating their ſin) will 


ask how we ſhall find out the true | 


Religion, amidſt ſo many differen» 
ces asthereare amongft men about 
it, When we ſee men agreed and 
come to ſome accord, about mat- 
ters of Religion we will confader of 
the whole bufinefſe. Now to ſuch [ 
anſwer,that if their doubt be cony 
cerning the Chriſtion Religion, whe» 


: 
'I 
. 
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ther that be the only true amongk | 
thoſe which are .profeſſed in the 


world.Firft,the efteem which ic hath 


obtained inthe World,and the re- 


Verence wherewith it hath been re- 
ceived in all places, to which the 
- knowledge of it hath come, may 
challenge from any wiſe man the 
moſt ſerious weighing of what is 
ottered for the proof of it, which 
I will not here ſtand co ſum up,but 
will only ſay, (and that with much 
confidence ” that whoſoever ſhall 
bur ſeriouſly peruſe what hath 
been written in ſeveral Ages, for 
evincing the truth of it,will (fee at 
leaſt ) ſo much probability for the 
truth of ic, and ſo much reaſona- 
bleneſle and equity in the precepts 


of it, that they will accounc it 
mad+ 
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madneſſein any eo run the hazard 
of loſing that reward,which it pro= 
pounds, or ſuffering the pnniſh- 
ment which it chreatens to the de- 
ſpiſersof it, rather than ſubmit co 
a Lay (o holy, (o juſt, ſo good. Lec 
us ſuppoſe it, many prove falſe, 
yet, what would Men loſe thereby? 
indeed they would loſe their fu- 
turereward, butghey would have 
the preſent advantage of it, for(as 
Chryſoſtom eruly ſays , Suozonan gy 
i zatia Scil, ThIs &047Ns. The way of 
fin is more difficult than the way 0), 
bolineſe, And I cannot bur here 
ſubjoyn the ſaying of a Learned 
Man, on Mat. 11. 29. Precepts 
Chriſti, talia ſunt ut ſi par ponatur 
conſuetudo unius hominis ad reGie vis 
vendum, alterics ad flagitia , non 
dubie multo dulcior fit futures vite 
que ſecundum virtutem eſt, graviſime 
enim tributa pendunt (qui ambitioni, 
qui avaritie, qui libidini ſerviunt : 
that is, © Suppoſe ſeveral Men e- 
&« qually accuſtomed to a ſinful, 
© and'a Holy life, and the way of 
© Vertue and Piecy ſhall be found 
* to be much more pleaſant, and 
I 2 © thoſe 


% 
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** choſe that are Vaſſals to ambi- 
*<t10n, Coyctouſneſs, ſenſuality 
* will find the tribute heavy, 
© which they pay to ſuch Tyrants, 
So that as thoſe who ſearch into 
the ſecrets of nature to find out 
the Philcſophers Stone, though they 
attain not their end, yer find our 
many ſecrets and experiments, 
which may .be pleaſing and uſeful : 
in like manner, thoſe who ſcek e- 
ternal happineſs in the Goſpel, 
though it ſhould be ſuppoſed char 
they may miſs of it, yer they ſhall 
find' ſuch real advantage by the 
ebſervation of thoſe precepts, that 


are there given, thar their labour 


would not be in vain, but they 
would be ſufficiently recompenced 
for it, But now ſuppoſe, the things 
therein delivered, ſhould prove 
true , what a woful caſe would 
thoſe bein, which ſhould be found 
to be negle&ers of it?whiat a dread- 
ful ching would it be for them to 
fall into the bands of the living God? 
and you that think good to ſuſ- 
pend your belief ofthecruth ofthe 


Goſpel, that ſo you may without 
diſture 
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diſturbance enjoy the pleaſures of 
fin, and prevent the clamors of an 
unquiet acculing Conſcience.Gird 
up your loyns like Men, and 
tell me, ( [ befſeech you ) dothe 
arguments which you have againſt 
the truth of Chriſtian Religion, as 
far exceed in probability , thoſe 
which are alledged for the proof 
of it, as the Glory which it pro- 
pounds ( as the reward of holi- 
nefſe) exceeds the pleaſures of fin, 
( ſuppoſing that pleaſure in it 
which you imagine ) or as far as 
the torments threatned, as the 
wages of fin exceed the utmoſt (t- 
verity that men” can be imagined 
to ſubmic themſelves eo, in obedt- 
encetothe Goſpel? yea, let men 
but a& congruoufly, and allow 2s 
much in macters of Religion, as in 
other inſtances of their lives, and 
we (hall find thar, as the Chriſtians 
of old argued againſt the Heathens, 
that they believed many things in 
Philoſophy,and humane learning, 
upon lefle evidence than what was 
offered forthe proof of Chriſtiani- 
ty: ſo men do make much greater 
[| 3 ads- 
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adventures upon more improbable 
grounds than any they can be ima» 
gined to make by conforming 
themſelves to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, upon the grounds laid 
down for confirmation of it, And 
if men were as ſuſpicious and 
wary in other things as theſe 
Scepticks; in matters of Religion, 
they muſt not eat, leſt through 
the malice or negligence of ſome, 
there ſhould be poyſon mingled 
with their meat; they muſt nor go 
inco an houſe, leſt ic ſhould fa”: 
upon their heads; they mult not o- 
bey any commands of their Prin- 
ces, unleſs they ſhould come and 
deliver them in expreſſe words to 
themſelves, becauſe ſome might 
poſſibly counterfeit their hands 
and ſeals*; yea, it is moſt evident; 
that they muſt forbear ſo many 
things, that they would not be fic 
for converſe with men, but would 
quite overthrow human Society. 
Let mego a little further, I deſire 
( in good earneſt ) to know 
of Men, what evidence they re- 
quire to perſmede them of the 

| cruth, 
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truth of Chriſtian Religion, 2nd 
it may be what they have already 
will be found more congincing. 
Some may fancy a voice from Hea- 
ven would fatisfie them. I an- 
ſwer, they have already a more ſure 
word of Prophecy. 2 Pet. 1. 19. They 
think perhaps if one ſhould come 
from the other World, of their 
former acquaintance, and tell 
them what is done there, they 
ſhould believe; but he that 
doth, not believe the Scriptures , 
will not believe thongh one ſhould a- 
Tiſe from the dead. Luk. 16.31. Nei- 
ther do I beg the queſtion, in at- 
ledging thefe things from Scri-- 
pture, grounding them wholly on 
its authority, bur aſſert thEm bold- 
ly as theorems, which are demon=- 
ſtrable by reaſon, being aſſured 
that there might be more objefted 
againſt ſuch kind of evidence, than 
Is to. be obj:&:d againſt thar 
which is brought in the Scriptures. 
For tell me, I beſcech you, in caſe 
there ſhould be ſuch a voice from 
Heaven, might we not aveafily ſuſ- 
pet chat our ſenſes might be de- 
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ccived, or that ic might be form» 


ed inthe air by ſome ſpirit, as ſuſ- | 


ped that we ſhould be impoſed up- 
on, by the Prophets who wrought 


ſo many miracles, for the confir- | 


mation of their miſſion from God, 


which ſo plainly fore-told many | 


things to be accompliſhed afrer 
many Ages, which could not be 
foreſeen in their cauſes, that were 
holy men, and ſuch as could not 
be imagined to have a delign to 
deceive, eſpecially the things which 
they delivered, being ſuch as ex- 
poſed them to-danger and trouble 
and were not likely to bring them 
any advantage inthe World. Or 
ſhould Moſes, or one of the Pro- 
phets , br Apoſtles ariſe from the 
dead & tell us,they did indeed live 
here upon the earth in ſuch times, 
and preach ſuch Dodrine, and 
work ſuch miracles ; yea, and they 
have. found fince their Death, 
that thoſe things which they Pro- 
phecyed, or Preached, are true, 
they fee thoſe, who obeyed their 
ward triumphing in Heayen, and 
thoſe who contemned 1% om 
c 
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ed in Hell : might we not as 
eaſily ſuſpe& that this might. be 
ſome Spiric , which appeared in 
their ſhape ro delude us, as that 
the Fews who are Enemies co the 
Chriſtiaz Religion, ſhould deviſe 2 
writing and diſperſe it abroad in 
the World, which ſhould fo plain- 
ly confirm the Chriſtian Religion ' 
as the O!d Teftament doth, which 
is at this day owned among the 
Fews, or that thoſe Antienr 
Writers ſhould conſpire together, . 
to deceive the World,in recording 
the ſame things, which we find in 
Scripture, or that the Scriptures® 
ſhould be cranſ{lzced into fo many 
languages, and diſperſed all the 
World over, fo ſoon after the A» 
poktles crimes, and none be (o falſe 
ro the Qdrvulgersof it, or (o true 
tothe World, as togive notice of 
It,if it were a forgery,or that thefe 
things ſhould be recorded in the: 
Roman Regiſters, and thea&s of 
their Senate to which Tertulian 
durſt appeal,ifthere had been no 
ſuch thing 2 This one thing would 
I learn, ſhould one come to us, as 
l5 from . 


- 
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from-the dead in the likenefſe of- 


Alexander , Ceſar, William the 


Conqueror, Wickl:f, Luther, Cal-. 
vin, and tell us in ſober ſadneſſe 


that they were ſuch a one, that | 


lived in ſuch a time, did ſuch 


things, Preached ſuch Doftrine, ' 
whether ſhould we believe ſuch a 


Teftimony ſooner than the una- 
nimous conſent of Hiſtory concern» 
ing them, and thole Books and 
Writings which are generally re- 
ceived as the works of ſuch Men? 
If any ſhall ſay that Turks and 
Heathens are as confident of the 
# truth ofchact Religion which they 
were brought up in, as we are of 
the cruth of ours. I anſwer, they 
have not like ground for their con- 
fidence, as forthe Heathbens, what 
became of their Gods, their Ora- 
cles, when the Hebrew Child was 
born, and when the Goſpel began 
to ſpread in the World? Com- 
pare 'the miracles wherewith 0- 
ther Religions have been confirm- 
ed, with thoſe wherewich che 
Goſpel hath been confirmed, and 
ſre whether they be ſo many, lo 

cont» 
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confeſſedly above the ' power - of 
Nature or Art, (o evidently, 
wrought in the fight of all, as. 
thoſe whereby the Chriſtian, Relt- 
giou hath been confirmed. Whac 
is the reaſon that the Turks admic 
no- enquiry”, or diſpute about 
matters of Religion, bur require 
an implicite Faith?' Truth ſeeks 
n0 corners, error ſhuns the light. Ex 
amine the Laws of Tarks and 
Pagans whether there be that Purz- 
ty, Equity, Wiſdom, conſonancy to 
right reaſon,and the light of Nature, , 
in them which is co be found in. 
the Scriptures. Examine the ways - 
and means by which chey have- 
been propagated, whether chey 
have reached any furcher chan. 
their Swords have made way for 
them, whether the, Weapons. of 
their warfare were ſpiritu or Car-- 
nal; whereas the Goſpel pre- 
vailed through the evidence and. 
power of che Spirir againſt the 
pretended authoricy of che Fews, 
the Wiſdom and learning of the 
Grecians, the power and force of 
the Komans, and Filhzrmen .were- 
TOO » 
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too. hard for Kabbies, Philoſophers 
» F u@ges, Generals, Armies.If any ob- 
Je& che improbability of ſome 
things delivered in Scripture, [ 
ſhall only propound whether there 
be not ſome things which we are 
fully aſſured of, either by experi- 
ments, or Mathematical demon(tratti- 
on, Which to others ſeem as im» 
probable.as any thing in the Scri- 
pture ſeems to us, and ſhall we 
11:0t grant God to be as much wi- 
ſer than our ſelves, as weare wiſer 
than other Men, and ſuppoſe he 
could as calily convince us of thoſe 
things which now (ecem impollible 
ro us, as we can convince others 
of cthoſe.things which chey cannot 
at preſent believe? And if the 
ſeeming contradictions that are in 
Scripture be urged to weaken the 
authority of them, they are ra- 
ther an argument of the integrity 
and (incericy of the Penmen, and 
their leaving things ſo ſecurely, 
which do nor at firſt ſight ſeem to 
accord with other Scriptures, 
{hews clearly they had no Plot to 
deceive the World, otherwiſe they 
| would 
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would have conſpired to make: 
their reſtimonies, agree in words 
more exa@ly; yet upon examina- 
tion of the matter, and confider- 
ing the ſeveral circumſtances of 
time, place, Perſons, ſcope, occa- 
ſton, the ſeveral uſes of the ſame 
word and phraſe, the latitude 
which all Authors uſe in their wri- 
tings, the ſeveral places and Per- 
ſons of the ſame name, the ſeve- 
ral names given to the ſame place 
or Perſon, the ſhortneſſe of Scri- 
pture, Hiſtory , and ſupplying in 
one place, what 1s wanting in a» 
nother, the attending rather to 
fence and ſubſtance,than to words 
and phraſes in citing Scripture, 
we ſhall find that there is a very 
fair accord between thoſe places. 
which ſeem to be at the greateſt 
variance, and if we cannor recons 
cile all places, yet if we conſider 
that we have by attending to ſuch 
things as I have mentioned al- 
ready, compoſed ſo many ſeeming 
differences, we may conclude it is 
from our own ignorance, that we 
cannot compoſe the reſt, and thae 
chers. 
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there is yet ſomewhat elſe that we 
are ignorant of, which if we could. 
find out , we might as ealily re- 
concilethe reſt,. which at preſent 
ſcem moſt irreconcilable, and ir is 
abvious to every one how many 
difticulties and contradigions 
ſeem to be 1n every Science, while 
Men are-burt ſmatterers in ic,which 
preſently vaniſh as ſoon as they 
come more perfealy co underſtand 
it, But now. if this objeCtion be 
framed againſt the- differences 
which are among Chriſttans, which 
profeſſe the Goſpel, 1 will by the 
way obſerve this, that Cifferences- 
do molt abound, where men ( up- 
on ſerious apprehenſfions of the 
weight and impcrtance of the 
matters of faith ) do diligently 
apply themſelves co underſtand 
themſelves, the myſteries of che 
Goſpel, and toſee with theic own 
eyes, being affraid co be deceived 
in matters of fuch moment, by de- 
pending yu the teſtimony of 0+ 
thers, and unwilling to loſe their 
Souls and Heaven, and God, to 
ſave the labour of ſearching atter 
cruth,, 
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truth, and in thoſe Nations where 
I have had opportunity to © be 
converſant, I have found moſt: 
differences amongſt them, which 
bave been moſt addicted to Reli-. 
gion, and molt ſollicitous about 
the condition. of their ſouls, and 
moſt agreement amonglit chem, 
which have contented themſelves 
to follow others by an implicic 
faith , without troubling them=. 
ſelves much to. ſearch after 
truth , and where there hath been 
ſuch a coldneſflegand indifferency 
11 matters of Religion , that all 
have quietly accorded together ,, 
as the Fhiloſozhers obſerve, thar 
cold doth congregate Heteroge-. 
neal things, or ſuch things as 
are of different kinds, making. 
them all to conſiſt quietly toge=- 
ther, which heart doth ſeyer and 
ſeperate.. So that I am almoſt 
ready to ſay with Luther, thac I 
know nit bow to believe , that the 
Goſpel hath been preached in @ place, 
where I do not ſee errors and diviſi- 
ens, Andicis further obſervable 
as an argument of the general con- 
curirence 
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carrence of ali Chriftians, in the 
belief of the neceſhrty, and excel- 
lency of an holy life, chat ſerting 
afide ſome few, who ( being them- 
ſelves- Slaves to vile affe&iors ) 
have laid down ſome looſe prin- 
ciplesto patronize their own cor- 
rupt praQiſes, and draw afcer 
them ſuch as are lagen with the 
like ſinful luſts : men of all opini- 
ons and perſwaſions have earneſtly 
preſſed men to the greateſt ſtri- 
nelle and accurateneſſe in their 
converſations, end have ſerved 
themſelves at leaſt of a (hew of hy« 
lineſſe, as the molt effe&tual means 
to induce men to a belief of their 
Do&rine. But to come nearer to 
the matter, let usleave men to ſul- 
pend their belief a while of 
thoſe things, which they (ee 
controverted, andwhere they find 
probable arguments alledged on 
the one lide, and on the other, yer 
ticir objeRtion holds nor againlt 
ſuch things, wherein all are a- 
greed, as are molt of the precepts 
of the Goſpel. That rule which 
was formerly mentioned, given by: 

X Our 
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our Saviour, Mat, 7, 12. is not on- 
ly allowed by alT Chriſtians, but by 
the very Heatbens. Alexander Se- 
vers did ſo much eſteem it, thac 
he would have it wricten upon the 
Walls of his Paiace. So- many 0= 
ther important truths, which aft a 
ſuftcienet Foundation, of the moſt 
{tri and holy converſation are a» 
greed on amonglt all, as Gods on» 
niſciency overſeeing all our aftions, 
a future judgement, wherein all 
mutt be fencenced according- to 
their. ations, inſomuch chat even 
Robbers, and ſuch as conſpire in 
wickedneſſe, and ſcem to bid de- 
fiance to Heaven, are ſelf condem- 
ned, and wicnefle for God againlt 
themſelves, in obliging them(elves 
to ſecrefie and faichfulnefle to 
each other, by ſolemn oaths 
wherein they (wear by the name 
of that God, whoſe commands 
they live in the open breach of, 
and ſo acknowledge him as a wit- 
neſſe and ſpe&ator of their a&i- 
ons, and one who will ſeverely 
puniſh the contempt of his autho- 
rity, 11 the breach of ſuch oaths. 
Many 
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Many cannot agree indeed about | 


methodizing their notions, and 
difpoling them into ſuch a {j/teme 
as that every part may agcee, and 
that there may be an harmony in 
the whole. Some cannot agree a» 
beut the order and nature of Gods 
decrees, yetall believe that no de- 
cree dothexcuſe a Mans {in,or that 
any can pretend any benefic by 
theireleCtion, that have not ſome 
evidence of it in their ſanificatis 
on, Men differ in their notions 
about the cauſe of ſin, yet on both 
ſides they hold; that as the kind 
of fruit is not according to the 
root or ſtock, but according to the 
Graft or Cyon, out of which ic 
immediately grows : ſo the ſpeci- 
fication of ations depends not up- 
on any remote cauſes which may 
have an influence into them, but 
upon the will of him that is the 
immediate cauſe of them, and that 
there is nothing in the decrees of 
God, or the temptations of Satan, 
which will excuſe the ſinner, or 
quit him from guilt, Men are at 
variance about the extent w ef= 
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fcary of Chrifts death , but agree 
that none ſhall have any ſaving 
benefit by it, buc thoſe that believe. 
Men differ about the Power of 14- 
tare, and liberty of the will, but on 
both hands, own ſo much / powec 
as will leave men inexcuſable, and 
may be a ground of our egdea- 
vors, and ſo much neceflity of 
Grace and Divine aſliſtance,as may 
bring us upon our knees, and 
force us to our Prayers., Some dif- 
ference there is about Perſeverance, 
but a conſent in this, that he that 
doth not perſevere in holineſs ſhall 
never be ſaved. Some difference 
there is about the hand that works 
have in our juſtification, but all a- 
gree that they are neceſlary in 
thoſe that are juſtified, Men vary 
in their opinions about the obligati- 
on of the Lay, the nature of the Co- 
venant of Grace, Chriſtian liberty, 
&c, but in this they conſent, thac 
the things required in the Law are 
neceſſary to be done, though not 
perfeQtly, yet ſincerely as.we can : 
that the Covenant of Grace is not 
ſo far abſolute, that men may = 
_ 
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faved without faith and holineſs: 
that Chriſtians are not to abule 
their liberty, as an occafion to li- 
cenciquſnels, Now happy is he that 
condemns not bimſelf in the things 
which be alloweth. In ſhort, lee us 
pray as if all depended wholly on 
Gods grace, without our endra- 
vors. Do gcod works, as if we were 
to be juſtified by chem. _ Truſt to 
Gods Grace, and mercy 10 Chrilt, 
as if we had done no works at all, 
Live aSif there were no Goſpcl. Hope 
as if there were no Law. ( I ſpeak 
not in reſpeC&& of the lowneſs and 
ſervilenels of our principles, bur in 
reſpeC of the diligence of our cnt 
deavours ) Let us walk watchfully 
and cautioully, as if ie feared fall- 
ing uway ; yet love God,and hope 
in him, as if we were certain £0 
pr In ſhort, (if | may take 

iberty to mention ſuch names ) 
let us pray like Calviniſts, endeavour 
like Armizians,at like Legaliſts,bope 
like Antinomians ; be Papiſts in our 
works, Proteſtants in our Faith. Lec 
me again add, to prevent miſtake 
and oftence,[ ſpeak not of the priu- 
ciples 
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ciples of Mens aGtions, but the 
matter and ſubſtance of them : nor 
of what they do in Hypotheſ, which 
come under ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
names, but, of what ſuch Mens 
principles do really ( or at leaft 
' are ſuppoſed by others to) lead 
| them to. Finally, whereto we bave 

alrcady atrained, let us walk by the 
| ſamerule,let #s mind the ſame things. 
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ERRAT A. 


Age 6. line 8. read Iſa. 6, I. 11, Phil: 
P 3. 19. Þ- 34+ |. 25, for God read Gold, 

Þ.37.1.6. r. Col, 3: 23. p. 51.10.15. 
blot out Mankind, [: 28. blot out yer, p- 
$3 [: 15, for them r.him, p. 58./.10, r.cut 
of joyne, Þ. 129. 1.15. r. Sxrmduiueoricapu, 
Pp. 145.4. 9. r. Zech. 12. 3. There are ſome 
ſmall faults in the pointing, but ſuch as will 
nor much trouble any Reader, 
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